City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee Subcommittee on Tourism
Monday, April 1, 2013, 6:30 PM
Creekside Place, 102 Maple St., Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order at 6:31 p.m.
2. Roll call. Present:  Sue Berg, John Decker, Christina Slaback, Dave VanDerHaegen; Ex Officio Sandy Decker, Jim Brooks.  Guest:  Jenny Bammert. 
3. Motion to approve agenda.  Decker/VanDerHaegen.  Unanimous. 

4. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes from January 15, 2013, and approve them as printed.  Decker/VanDerHaegen.  Unanimous.    

5. Citizen appearances.  None.  

6. Marketing/promotional opportunities and updates.

a. There is a collaboration among Evansville, Beloit, Janesville and Stoughton to encourage motorists to detour during I-39/90 reconstruction/expansion project.  Jim Brooks reported that representatives from all four communities will meet April 2.  The group will submit an application for a JEM (Joint Effort Marketing) grant from the Tourism Department to market the detour.  

b. John Decker will coordinate a committee to revise the walking tour handbook to include entries from the recent additions to the National Register, plus up to three walking tour loops.  John Decker and Dan Wietecha have photographs available.  The first print run was 5,000 copies, paid by a grant.  A QR code can be added to the next edition to point people to a web page with more information, including the walking tour handbook.  MapMyWalk.com may be a source for maps.  Jenny Bammert agreed to be a member of the committee. 
7. Retail Market Analysis Subcommittee

John Decker shared a memo from August 22, 2005, summarizing the use of wayfinding signage for Evansville.  Discussion included the need for updated information (Creekside Place needs to be added), and possibly moving signage to existing poles “further out” from downtown.  The need for designated RV parking space—and signage for it—was also discussed.  The Economic Development Committee is spearheading any updating that may be needed.
8. Tourism activities review: 

a. Ice Age Trail:  The National Park Service will be accepting input April 23 in Milton, April 27 in Janesville and April 29 in Evansville regarding final site selection for the next section of trail.  Sandy Decker is alerting many interested groups, to encourage participation at the Evansville meeting to be held at Creekside Place.  
b. This Old House contest.  No further response from the contest. 

c. Bridge naming and historical plaque dedication.  Sue Berg reported that Bob Moore, author of an unpublished book on the CCC in Rock County—Evansville—has agreed to participate in the bridge dedication ceremony.  Ron Buttchen is looking into a color guard.  Lisa and Matthias James with Allen Creek Gallery agreed to host a reception.  A permit to temporarily close the street from 3:30-3:45 p.m. May 30 has been submitted to Public Safety Committee.  Dave Wartenweiler with public works has agreed to affix the plaque to the wing wall of the bridge.  Patrick Gardner from RH Batterman engineers offered to provide a Power Point slide show.  “Name the Bridge” judges have been invited to the event, as has former city engineer Dave Sauer from Cedar Corp. Christina Slaback and Jim Brooks will assist Sue Berg with media notices about the event.  John Decker will loan bunting for use as an unveiling curtain. Sue will contact Cindy Zblewski about having a few students sing. 
d. Peace Park committee members will address the Park Board and the Historic Preservation Commission about setting aside a portion of Seminary Park for a Peace Park. 

e. The development of a 9-hole disc golf course on a section of Lake Leota Park has been approved by the Historic Preservation Commission and the State Historic Preservation Office.  About $2800 has been pledged by individuals for its development.  
f. The Energy Fair April 19 will feature Science Alliance as the main show.  Jim Brooks was interviewed for a promotional spot on the statewide radio program hosted by Stephanie Klett, state tourism director.  

g. Lisa James and Margaret LeMay are coordinating the April 26 Spring Art Crawl. Christina Slaback reported about a dozen artist registrations have been collected so far.  
h. Rally Round the Flag is set for May 17-19.  About 2200 students are expected on School Day, May 17.  The cemetery theatre program May 17 will have five mini-plays which includes three new scripts.  Saturday features include band concerts outdoors and at The Manor, a parade, singalong/ice cream social, and rededication of the cannon.  Sunday features include church services, Victorian tea, Jessica Michner’s presentation of Mary Todd Lincoln, and flagpole rededication with the national president of the Women’s Relief Corps present. Cannon reconstruction expenses are almost double the estimated costs.  Sponsors are needed for the ice cream social/singalong.  Christina Slaback offered to help seek sponsors. 
i. June 8 is the Rock County Dairy Breakfast at Thompson Dairy Farm, east of Janesville.  

j. The Theodore Robinson Plein Air Painting Contest is set for June 14-23.  The final art exhibit will be hosted again at the Masonic Temple.  The committee is meeting April 2. 

k. The library hosts its annual ice cream social June 27.

l. July 3-7 Fourth of July activities will have many of the traditional favorites including a band July 3, parade, park activities and fireworks July 4,  music the evening of July 5, band and fireworks July 6, and karoke July 7.  
m. The 150th anniversary of the railroad’s arrival in Evansville will be celebrated as a three-day event July 18-20.  The railroad committee is meeting April 11.  June 6, an oral history project will record railroad memories. 
n. Rock County 4-H Fair, the oldest 4-H fair in the country, is July 23-28, 2013. 

o. Wisconsin State Fair is Aug. 1-11.  Sue Berg will contact Discover Wisconsin about participation in their tent/pavilion.

p. Community Garage Sale Day is Aug. 3.  Local businesses have been disappointed with past years’ downtown shoppers and not planning any parallel event at this time.  

q. 14 South Artists Tour is September.  Lisa James is the contact.

r. Oktoberfest is Oct. 12.  It may be extended to a 2-day event with a beer tent, given the broader interest from Beer School and Mug Club. 

s. Evansville’s 150th anniversary is noted for 2016.  

9. New business.

a. Green tourism was tabled until the May meeting.

b. Logos / consistent look was briefly discussed.  Sue Berg addressed a need for consistency with logos and taglines.  
c. Mayor Decker introduced Jenny Bammert as the nominee to fill a vacancy on the Tourism Committee.

d. Community input is wanted on park use to help with planning.  An online survey is available through Survey Monkey. 
e. Evansville speaker series will feature Bill Christofferson speaking on Gaylord Nelson on April 17, just two days prior to Evansville’s Earth Day Energy Fair.  Earth Day itself is April 22.
10. Next meeting.
The Tourism Committee will set a schedule to meet every other month.  The next scheduled meeting is set for 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 7, 2013, at Creekside Place.  
11. Meeting adjourned 8:20 p.m.  Slaback/VanDerHaegen. 
