
City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee Subcommittee on Tourism
Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2013, 6:30 PM
Creekside Place, 102 Maple St., Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order at 6:34 p.m.
2. Roll call. Present:  Sue Berg, John Decker, Dave VanDerHaegen.  Excused:  Christina Slaback, Krista Korfmacher. 
3. Motion to approve agenda.  John Decker/Dave VanDerHaegen.  Unanimous.

4. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes from Oct. 1, 2013, and approve them as printed.  Dave VanDerHaegen/John Decker.  Unanimous.    

5. Citizen appearances.  None.  

6. Marketing/promotional opportunities and updates
· Discover Evansville brochure update / Discover Wisconsin needs: Sue Berg will deliver 250 brochures to Discover Wisconsin’s Madison office for trade show use in the spring of 2014. 
· Walking Tour handbook update:  The material has been delivered to C&M Printers in Edgerton. 
· Rock County Guide update:  The Evansville information page, photos, and events calendar have been sent. 
7. Tourism activities review
a. Peace Park update: Heidi Carvin is leading the fundraising.
b. Disc Golf update: The Inaugural Evansville Open was hosted Nov. 17.  The course received compliments from players.  
c. Oct. 5 Oktoberfest update: The 3rd annual event was another success with 200 participants.
d. Nov. 22-23 Olde Fashioned Christmas update: no report
e. Nov. 23:  The 1st Home Based Business Expo was hosted at Creekside Place.
f. Jan. 18 Activity Fair (tourism representation):  Sue Berg will contact Creekside Place to arrange for Tourism participation.  The fee is $15. 
g. Feb. 15 Chocolate Extravaganza: noted.
h. March 1 Chili Cook off: noted.
i. March 2 Farm Toy Show: added to calendar. 
j. April 25 Energy Fair: noted as a.
k. April 25 Spring Art Crawl: The date may change to Saturday, April 26. 
l. May 16-17 Civil War living history and cannon dedication: Friday, May 16 is School Day.  Friday evening may have an ice cream social with music.  Saturday will be a partial day of activities, including music and the cannon dedication at City Hall.   The cannon foundation needs to have stone applied to the base, and a plaque installed. 
m. Evansville 175th anniversary in 2014 / Pageant August 8-10:  Melissa Schnepper, Jim Brooks and John Decker are working on “A Place They Call the Grove.”  The show will be at the PAC.  Local residents who participated in the 1939 performance will be invited to participate in 2014 performance.  
n. Evansville 150th anniversary in 2016 
8. Old  Business:  The Retail Analysis Committee report will be placed on the agenda twice a year as needed, without a specified schedule. 
9. New Business

a. Dec. 5 meeting with SWAG, Tourism and Agri-Tourism:  Nicole Sidoff will attend.  Sue Berg will forward the invitation to Dave VanDerHaegen who may be able to attend, too.
b. 2013 summary of committee activity: Sue Berg will work on a summary. 
c. Evansville Calendar Management: To find a candidate for this work, Creekside Place will include an announcement in its newsletter.  Sue Berg will contact Larry Dobbs about possible connections.  Dan Wietecha will be contacted about City requirements in working with a contractor.  
d. Historic Preservation Conference April 26 in Waupaca: "Historic Preservation as a Tool for Economic Development" and Evansville is invited to present a program at the conference on that topic.  Subject matter may be the updated walking tour guide book, historic district designations, and supplemental efforts such as street pavers, building restoration, and retail development in antiques and repurposed older items.
e. John Decker proposed a new event for initial consideration:  a photo contest similar to the plein air painting contest. Dave VanDerHaegen may have contacts who could give advice. 
f. The state historical marker on the CCC Veterans Memorial Bridge is now listed on the Official List of State Historic Markers (item 548) which can be seen at http://preview.wisconsinhistory.org/pdfs/hp/HPR-Marker-List.pdf.  Two additional historic markers may be pursued in Evansville:  one for painter Theodore Robinson’s boyhood home, and another for Leonard Leota Park. 
10. Next meeting dates TBD. 
The 2014 committee meeting dates are Feb. 4, April 1, June 3, Aug. 5, Oct. 7 and Dec. 2.  All meetings occur on the first Tuesday of the designated months, starting at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside Place.
11. Motion to adjourn at 8:00 p.m.  Dave VanDerHaegen/John Decker.  Unanimous.

