
City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee Subcommittee on Tourism
Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2013, 6:30 PM
Creekside Place, 102 Maple St., Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order at 6:36 p.m.
2. Roll call. Present:  Sue Berg, John Decker, Christina Slaback, Dave VanDerHaegen; Ex Officio Sandy Decker, Jim Brooks.
3. Motion to approve agenda.  John Decker/Dave VanDerHaegen.  Unanimous.
4. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes from Aug. 20, 2013, and approve them as printed.  John Decker/Christina Slaback.  Unanimous.    

5. Citizen appearances.  None.  

6. Marketing/promotional opportunities and updates.

a. Jim Brooks reported that the I-39/I-94 collaboration committee is on hiatus.

b. The Discover Evansville brochure is in the final proofing stages and will be printed soon by C&M Printing in Edgerton.  Sue Berg will contact Discover Wisconsin about remaining brochures they have on hand and make arrangements to supply more.  The Discover Wisconsin contract ends June 2014.  Several Discover Wisconsin personalities are Evansville alumni, who might be willing to come to Evansville if invited to be Chili-Cook-off judges. 
c. The Walking Tour handbook has been proofread by Sue Berg and is in the final round of copy editing by John Decker.  Sue will contact John Ehle about supplemental photographs.  The brochure bid includes 4 pages of color photographs, and John Decker will coordinate compilation.    
7. Retail Market Analysis Subcommittee. 
a. The subcommittee will be standing item on the tourism committee agenda twice a year.   
8. Tourism activities review: 

a. Peace Park will have a groundbreaking ceremony Oct. 4 (within Seminary Park) and a volunteer work event at the site Oct. 12. The paved path will be installed.
b. Disc Golf buckets have arrived and will be installed in the park Oct. 8.
c. Sept. 15 Bike the Barns was a successful event with 200-300 riders despite the rain.  Organizers complimented Dan Wietecha and the community for being welcoming and supportive.
d. Sept. 20 Ladies Night was a success with about 140 attendees and 16 vendors participating.  Interest in another Ladies Night and a Mens Night was conveyed. 
e. Sept. 21-22 10th annual 14 South Artists Tour update: no report. 
f. Dedication of the cannon memorial is likely to be held May 2014 with the Civil War living history weekend.  Contributions are still coming and needed to cover the cost of restoration.  Sons of Union Veterans may be willing to help with the dedication.  John Decker is inquiring about adding a plaque to the monument, now on the City Hall grounds.  The cement foundation will be finished with a stone-like cladding for appearance.  City Hall itself may get a sign of its own.  The Civil War weekend in 2014 will be a Friday and Saturday event, concluding early afternoon. 
g. Oct. 5 Oktoberfest has 20 breweries and 77 varieties of beer to present.  Best Events is catering the food.  New this year are corporate sponsors for the event.  Tickets are on sale.  Tom Calley hosted an on-air 2 hour beer sampling--promoting Oktoberfest--on 105.9 The Hog radio. 
h. Nov. 22-23 Olde Fashioned Christmas planning will be getting underway.  Anticipated events include carriage rides and Santa arriving by fire truck.  Dave VanDerHaegen suggested Creekside Place could host an ornament-making event.  Christina Slaback will ask building owners with empty store fronts about placing decorated Christmas trees in the windows.  
i. Evansville 175th anniversary in 2014 will feature a production of The Pageant, first performed in 1939 for the centennial of the community’s settlement.  Evansville Community Theater, Evansville Community Partnership and The Grove Society are collaborating on The Pageant, which will be performed at the high school Performing Arts Center. The high school is built on the former fairgrounds, which was the site of the original performance of The Pageant in 1939.  At that time, the cast was hundreds and the pageant was hours-long.  The 2014 performance will be scaled down.  The performance date will be in August, after the weekend of the city garage sales. Plans include using the original Pageant backdrop, which requires conservation with an estimated cost of $6400.  The Grove Society is working with The Blackhawk Questers to submit a grant for conservation costs.  
j. Evansville 150th anniversary in 2016, is anticipated to be a large, community-wide celebration with many groups involved in planning.  The Jan. 18, 2014, Activity Fair at Creekside Place may be an opportunity to meet with many groups to initiate discussion.  The Tourism Subcommittee will discuss further at its December meeting. 
9. Old  Business 

a. Event signage and calendar updates: Sue Berg met with representatives of The Evansville Fund.  After some discussion, they decided to table the construction of a tourism sign until ownership/accountability/responsibility/ongoing expenses could be answered. 

b. Budget update: The Tourism Subcommittee recommendation for the use of 2014 room tax dollars was accepted by the Economic Development Committee.  Overall budget has yet to be approved by the Common Council. 

10. New Business

a. Rock County Guide update / calendar is underway.  Sue Berg is coordinating the collection of information. 

b. Announcements

1. The Tourism Subcommittee is invited to be present at the Jan. 18 Activity Fair.  

2. Sandy and John Decker will be attending the Wisconsin History Conference in Wisconsin Rapids. 

3. Dave VanDerHaegen displayed the Go Green tourism sign and designation that was awarded to Creekside Place by the Wisconsin Tourism Department. 

4. Sandy Decker is monitoring a proposed bill in the state legislature that would change rules for use of room tax dollars.
11. Next meeting date Dec. 3.   

12. Motion to adjourn at 8:15 p.m.  Dave VanDerHaegen/John Decker. 

