City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Monday, November 19, 2012, 6:00 PM 

City Hall, 31 S. Madison St. Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order at 6:02
2. Roll call. Present: Berg, Wietecha, Brooks, Bauer, Bass, Senn, Otterstein, Strobl, Rutz. Also in attendance: Sandy Decker, Lori Allen, Mary Rajek, Jeff Farnsworth, John Morning
3. Motion to approve agenda—Senn/Berg Passed Unanimously
4. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the September 17, 2012 and October 15 regular meetings and approve them as printed.-- Senn/Berg Passed Unanimously
5. Citizen appearances, other than listed agenda items. 
a. Southern Wisconsin Ag Group presentation—Presentation by John Morning discussing plans and possibilities for the Southeast corner of M & 14.
6. Chamber report.
a. Chamber website review—Mary led us through the updated website, calling it streamlined and showing commercial properties in the ECSD, TIF Districts, and Resources for Business.  The site asks and answers, “Why Evansville?” in four sections.
--Also reported the most successful Old Fashioned Christmas to date.

7. Tourism subcommittee report (Sue)
a. 2012 Accomplishments listed on separate page
--First meeting held with JVL and Beloit regarding a joint JEM Grant application for the I90-94 upgrade project

--Next meeting Jan 15 at Creekside. 6 pm

8. Update on City Budget 
a. Rail Study Discussion—Time to start frame the scope of the RFP.  Expect a four month time frame before study begins.
b. Community Development Director Process
9. Retail Market Analysis Study Update

a. City-edge Sign Discussion and possible team formed—Our signs are “snoozy,” according to one report.  We need to revisit our wayfinding signs.  Gene may have a file and would look for it for next meeting.  Lori has a sign contact will bring to next meeting.
--Surveys still being collated.  Report at next meeting

10. New Business
11. Meeting Reminder: Next regular meeting December 17, 2012, 6:00 pm 
a. Summit Action Plans—Setting Priorities
12. Motion to adjourn Senn/Bauer at 7:15
--Jim Brooks, Chairman
