City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Monday, October 15, 2012, 6:00 PM 

City Hall, 31 S. Madison St. Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. It was noted that this meeting was not legally noticed and that no action would be taken.  The reading of the minutes and discussion of Summit Action Plans were removed from agenda, making meeting one of only reports.  Meeting commenced at 6:02
2. Present: Brooks, Wietecha, Bass, Berg, Senn, Otterstein, Bauer, Rutz, Strobl.  Also present: Mayor Decker, Mary Rajek, John Morning
3. Citizen appearances, other than listed agenda items. –Mayor Decker noted upcoming hearing to update Rock County Ag Plan on Thursday Nov 18 in Rm 250 at Courthouse.  Also discussion of rail study for Evansville with Dwayne Scherer & Al Feeny.  Both noted that few rail-accessible parcels remain in the county
4. Chamber report.
a. 2 New welcome events were held.

b. Successful Business Expo

c. Properties are now on website with basic info and contact information

d. SWAG Draft Business Plan talks about leakage and tax base and will be available soon
e. November 1 Membership meeting will discuss Focus on Energy and WPPI initiatives for small business

f. Olde Fashioned Christmas coming up Nov 16 & 17

5. Tourism subcommittee report
a. Wis Dept of Tourism Customer Service seminars on Oct 3 at Creekside Place
b. Next subcommittee meeting Oct 30 

c. Upcoming meeting with Visit Beloit and Janesville CVB on November 14

6. Update on Council Actions regarding staffing

a. Approved position description for Community Development Director

7. Retail Market Analysis Study Update

a. Preliminary survey results suggest that hours of operation and variety will be keys.

b. Team met with Kelly to discuss possible action

c. Summary and report will be ready for next meeting

8. TIF 101

a. Presentation by Wietecha on the basics of Tax Incremental Financing as it relates to public projects.

9. Summit Action Plans –Review for Priorities—Not discussed due to lack of notice.  No action
10. New Business
a. Reminder of Governor’s Small Business Conference in LaCrosse on Nov 9

11. Meeting Reminder: Next regular meeting November 19, 2012, 6:00 pm 
a. Chamber Website Review

12. Meeting ended at 7:20
--Jim Brooks, Chairman
