City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Monday, May 21, 2012, 7:00 PM 

NOTE TIME CHANGE FOR ONE MEETING
City Hall, 31 S. Madison St. Evansville, WI

Minutes
1. Call to order. 7:02
2. Roll call. Present: Brooks, Senn, Berg, Bauer, Strobl, Otterstein, Wietecha.  Absent: Bass, Moon.  Also present: John Morning, Lori Allen, Bill Hurtley, Jeff Farnsworth, Steve Hagen, 
3. Motion to nominate Committee Chair from among Alderman Members—Brooks relinquished control of meeting to Berg for election discussion.  Both Senn and Brooks expressed willingness to serve as chair and spoke about their reasons to do so.  Motion to nominate and elect Brooks-Berg/Bauer passed unanimously
4. Discussion and possible motion to nominate Committee Secretary- Discussed status quo and committee did not nominate for secretary.
5. Motion to approve agenda- Berg/Senn-- Brooks requested that Chamber Report be added between items 6&7. Motion passed unanimously as amended
6. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the April 16, 2012 regular meeting and approve them as printed- Berg/Senn passed unanimously
7. Chamber Report—Morning said that Chamber website is nearly complete and will be available for committee review soon.  Reminded that officials are invited to business meeting at Ev. Country Club 5/24 at 5 pm.  Brooks noted that meeting had been publicly noticed. Expressed desire to continue facilitated discussions.
8. Citizen appearances, other than listed agenda items. –Steve Hagen said that committee’s budget should be bigger, committee should give more money to Chamber, and shared concerns about purchase of squad car.  Lori Allen shared news accounts of new development plans in Stoughton and Oregon.
9. Discussion of Facilitated Discussion with Chamber at 4/16 meeting and possible motion regarding next steps to continue discussion.  Motion by Berg/Bauer to meet with Judy Whalen and Chamber at 6pm on 6/6/12, to enable the committee to set the final date by consensus, and to pay for one half of session 2 as it had for session 1, with the understanding that financial participation in session 3 was budget dependent.  Passed 5-0 on roll call.     

10. Tourism subcommittee report –Presentation by W D.o.Tourism on May 1 shared areas of focus and presented them to a larger audience than just the committee.  Therefore, some on the committee found it more repetitive than informative.  Much work to be done.
11. Retail Market Analysis meeting report- May 10 meeting was lightly attended and only one workgroup was prepared to present action plan.  Bauer noted that workgroups had not been given specific enough instruction to proceed and that leaders were not pre-selected.  Strobl asked how study recommendations would be implemented in the absence of community support.
12. Meeting Reminder: Special Meeting June 6 at 6pm, Creekside Place; next regular meeting June 18, 2012, 6:00 pm 
13. Notes from James O:  Rock County’s assessment of high school students in grades 9-12 is due soon along with recommendations for next steps.  Upcoming “Fast Pitch” contest for new businesses on August 8.  Training session on 7/25.  Details at  rockcountyalliance.com

14. Motion to adjourn --Berg/Senn
--Jim Brooks, Committee Chair
