City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Monday, March 19, 2012, 6:00 PM

City Hall, 31 S. Madison St. Evansville, WI

Minutes
1. Call to order. 6:00 
2. Roll call. Present: Bass, Berg, Otterstein, Fuchs, James, Wietecha, Brooks, Strobl.  Absent: Moon.  Guests:  John Morning, Mary Rajek, Jeff Farnsworth, Tony Wyse, Sandy Decker, Bill Hurtley, Jim Kopecky
3. Motion to approve agenda-- Bass/Berg, amendment by Brooks to remove item 7 from agenda.  Motion passed unanimously
4. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the Feb 21, 2012 regular meeting and approve them as printed—Fuchs/Bass Motion passed unanimously
5. Citizen appearances, other than listed agenda items.  None      

6. Chamber of Commerce report –Attended Rock County Day at Capitol.  Business and Community Guide going to print.  Taking bids on interactive mapping for website, working with Washington County expert on project.
7. Discussion and possible motion regarding TID #5- Removed from agenda
8. Tourism subcommittee report (Sue)

a. Update on Wis Dept of Tourism efforts
b. Bridge Naming Contest Report (Sue)
c. Governor’s Conference on Tourism March 4-6, 2012 -- March 5:  Peter Shankman, on public relations Brevity.  Keep it real.  Adam Sacks, managing director of tourism economics, on world economics, 39% travel within one month of planning, 23% travel within two months of planning.  Sara Santiago, Hyper-Connected Marketplace Forget apps. No one who’s traveling wants to go to an app store, get the 
app and download it.  Go with QR codes.  Discover Wisconsin 25th Anniversary Celebration.  Peter Greenberg, tourism observations It’s about content and substance.  Branding isn’t going to save you.  Bob Brown, customer service guru Customer service super star.  Hire it.  TripAdvisor brand reputation management Own and manage your online reputation.
d. May 5-13, 2012:  National Tourism Week

9. Update on progress of Retail Market Analysis Survey (Jim) –Next meeting May 10. Presented committee with Vision Work Group efforts.
10. Discussion and possible motions regarding allocations of funds from Room Tax.  .

a. Discussed continuation of relationship with Discover Wisconsin and walking tour guide as topics for future allocations.

b. Motion to allocate from room tax monies $500 for Rally Round the Flag, $500 for 4th of July fireworks, $250 for publicity of Plein Air Competition, $1350 for 2012 Downtown Flowers. Berg/Fuchs passed 6-0

11. Meeting Reminder: next meeting April 16, 2012, 6:00 pm

a. April meeting will be a facilitated discussion between City and Chamber of Commerce
12. New Business--None
13. Motion to adjourn. 6:43 Berg/James
--Jim Brooks

Committee Chairman
