
City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee Subcommittee on Tourism
Wednesday, November 9, 2011, 2 PM

Creekside Place, 102 Maple St., Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order at 2:05 p.m.
2. Roll call. Present:  Ardisson, Berg, Farnsworth, Hamby, VanDerHaegen.  Guests:  Sandy Decker, Jim Brooks. 

3. Motion to approve agenda:  Farnsworth/Ardisson.  Unanimous. 

4. Minutes of the October 11, 2011, meeting were corrected to show Wednesday, October 11, 2011.  Motion to approve with correction: Farnsworth/Berg.  Unanimous.    
5. Citizen appearances.  None. 
6. Wisconsin Department of Tourism assessment program. 

a. Services provided by the free Destination Assessment Program were reviewed.  Requirements for participation were reviewed.  Motion to approve participation:  VanDerHaegen/Farnsworth.  Unanimous.

b. The program requires an ad hoc committee of 13 members.  The 5 members of the tourism committee, the Mayor and the chair of the Economic Development Committee will serve on the committee.  Discussion identified a list of potential candidates to fill out the remaining 6 seats on the ad hoc committee. Berg will contact the candidates.
7. Discover Wisconsin update from Sue Berg.

a. The deadline to extend the relationship is June 10, 2012, the end of the current contract.  When the contract ends, Evansville’s appearance on the Discover Wisconsin website ends, including event listings.

b. The Evansville TV program will be available for viewing on the Kididdle website.  Discover Wisconsin owns the intellectual property rights to the Evansville program.

c. About 75-80 percent of communities extend their relationship with Discover Wisconsin to a lesser or greater degree. Discover Wisconsin introduced a fourth option, a 2-year theme package with 4 partners each paying $9,000.  Examples of themes are Mississippi River towns and birding. 

d. No action taken pending outcome from the Tourism assessment program. 

8. Other resources  

a. Advertising opportunities:  Brooks shared that the weather channel on Charter offers a one-year package with reduced rates for advertising on the crawl.  Information will be forwarded to Berg.  Berg is updating text and calendar information for the Rock County (tourism) Guide.  
9. Set next meeting dates.  The next meeting is set for 2 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 14.  

10. Motion to adjourn at 3:15 p.m.  Farnsworth/VanDerHaegen. 

