
City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee Subcommittee on Tourism
Wednesday, October 11, 2011, 2 PM

Creekside Place, 102 Maple St., Evansville, WI

CORRECTED MINUTES
1. Call to order at 2:02 p.m.
2. Roll call.  Present:  Ardisson, Berg, Liebel, Farnsworth, VanDerHaegen.  Guests:  Sandy Decker, Jim Brooks, Gene Bass. 
3. Motion to approve agenda:  Liebel/Ardisson.  Unanimous. 
4. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the September 20, 2011, initial meeting and approve them as printed.  Ardisson/VanDerHaegen.  Unanimous. 
5. Citizen appearances.  None. 
6. Discover Wisconsin status and review of asset list.  
a. Services rendered through the Discover Wisconsin contract were reviewed.  One remaining television broadcast is scheduled January 2012; two 2012 tradeshow appearances are planned to date at which brochures will be distributed; one remaining radio program broadcast is scheduled June 2012, when the contract ends.   The asset list was reviewed. 
b. Discover Wisconsin has three options to extend the contract.  Berg will ask for clarifications on video access, renewal rate by other communities, deadlines and other options.  
7. Wisconsin Department of Tourism resources and assessment program. Deadlines to submit applications for JEM and other grants were reviewed.  There was discussion about the free, new Tourism Assessment Program with consensus to pursue participation.  Berg will contact the Tourism Department.   
8. Budget.  Berg reviewed the estimated $12,000 annual budget for tourism-related activities, and cited current commitments, traditional commitments and “would be nice to have” commitments.  The committee was reminded of their advisory role to the Evansville Economic Development Committee as it relates to the budget.  
a. Current commitment is $760 for the Rock County Guide one-page promotion for Evansville.  
b. Traditional commitments are $750 for the Governor’s Conference on Tourism; $1350 for downtown floral baskets; $500 for fireworks, and $2000 pooled for community theatre, Harvest Windmill Festival, 14 South Artists Tour, Civil War weekend, Inside/Out Days, Business Expo and Theodore Robinson speaker.  
c. The popular walking tour brochures are dwindling, and $5000 is a rough ballpark estimate to reprint. 
d. The committee deferred recommendations until a later date, after the tourism assessment.  
9. WCCE conference / branding seminar information from Jackie Liebel. This was tabled due to time constraints. 

10. Other resources? 
a. Committee members agreed to bring to the group’s attention any relevant advertising / promotional opportunities. 
b. Potential of adding WiFi to Lake Leota Park was discussed.  Brooks had a previous discussion with Litewire, and offered to contact them again. 
11. Set next meeting dates.  The next meeting is set for 2 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 9.  
12. Adjourned at 3 p.m.  Farnsworth/VanDerHaegen. 

