City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, June 15, 2010, 5:30 pm

City Hall, 31 S. Madison St., Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

I. Roll Call.  Present: Todd Culbertson, Tom Moon, Rebecca DeMarb, Roger Berg, and Tony Wyse (arrived late).  Absent: Matthias James and Gene Bass.  Also present: Mayor Sandy Decker, City Administrator Dan Wietecha, Rock County Economic Manager James Otterstein, and Chamber of Commerce representatives John Morning, Lori Allen, Bill Hurtley, Jackie Liebel, and Bridgit Larsen.  
II. Chamber of Commerce.  Liebel reported that the Rally in the Alley and the Kickoff Party went well, they are planning for the August Sidewalk Sale, and other groups are working with barn quilts, farmers market, and ATV trail.
Larsen proposed a partnership whereby the City would pay $20,000 to the Chamber to support economic development.  They believe economic development needs a spokesperson, and they have lots of ideas.  They said it would provide a return on investment over time by supporting jobs, tax base, buy local efforts, business recruitment and expansion, and tourism.  The Committee asked why the proposal had not yet been presented to CEED and said they could not recommend fro or against the proposal until they knew more about next year’s budget situation.
III. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:40.
IV. Council of Evansville Economic Development (CEED).  CEED meets next Monday; they are discussing a First Impressions program to trade visit with similar communities to gain visitor feedback.
V. Business Directory Sign.  Wietecha said the Bank of Milton property would not be available; staff are looking into alternate locations.
VI. 14 South Artist News Advertising.  Wietecha asked if the Committee wanted to act as the guarantor for two advertising pages in the 14 South Artist News.  The paper has distribution of 31,000 inserts in the Isthmus, 7,000 in local papers, and 7,000 at local businesses.  The paper would handle selling the ads.  If sales are less, the pages can be reduced.  The risk comes in advertisers refusing to pay for their ads.  The City has been taken a strong approach toward collections and could do so here as well.  DeMarb made a motion, seconded by Moon, to approve working with the 14 South Artist News.  
VII. Discover Wisconsin.  Several retail and dining establishments have already seen visitors as a result of the television show over the weekend.  Downtown cleanup went well.  Wyse made a motion, seconded by DeMarb, to pay Evansville Community Partnership $600 for downtown flower purchase and $700 for summer watering.  Motion approved unanimously.
VIII. Adjournment.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by James, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion approved unanimously at 7:03.

