City of Evansville
Economic Development Committee

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, November 17, 2009, 5:30 pm
City Hall, 31 S. Madison St., Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

I. Roll Call.  Present: Tony Wyse, Todd Culbertson, Matthias James, Gene Bass, Roger Berg and James Otterstein.  Absent: Dave Olsen and Rebecca DeMarb.  Also present: City Administrator Dan Wietecha and Chamber of Commerce Director Krista Korfmacher  

II. Minutes of August 18, 2009.  The Committee noted that, without a quorum, no meeting was held in September or October.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by James, to waive the reading of and to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.

III. Chamber of Commerce.  Korfmacher said the “buy local” coupon book is now available for sale, the Olde Fashioned Christmas celebration is this weekend, there will be a general membership meeting in early December and the Chamber’s holiday party would be held in January.

IV. Welcome Signs.  Wietecha showed a concept of a business directory sign for the intersection of Union and East Main Streets to help clean up the proliferation of informal banners.  The sign is designed to be consistent with the new welcome signs.  It would advertise the downtown business district to traffic on the highway.  Although details and pricing still need to be worked out, rental fees would cover the cost of the sign. The Chamber of Commerce, Historic Preservation Commission and Redevelopment Authority should be approached for input on the sign.

V. Council of Evansville Economic Development.  Wyse said that CEED’s last meeting had discussed the importance of bringing ideas to reality, including a discussion on the need for a business directory sign to direct people to the downtown business district.  

VI. Economic Stimulus Programs.  Wyse said he would like the Committee to consider creative ways to encourage additional business activity.  Bass proposed a business-oriented presentation on using social networking as a means of advertising and marketing; the Committee agreed that CEED could take the lead on this.

VII. Discover Wisconsin.  Korfmacher said Discover Wisconsin would be filming the Olde Fashioned Christmas on Friday.  Two items that will soon need attention are designing a brochure for Discover Wisconsin to distribute at trade shows and planning the local premier party.

VIII. Smart Growth Plan.  The economic development portions of the Smart Growth Plan will be emailed to Committee members for discussion at the December 15 meeting.  The implementation goals need to be reviewed.

IX. Adjournment.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by James, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion approved unanimously at 7:10.


