Evansville Economic Development Committee

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, May 19, 2009

City Hall, 31 South Madison Street, Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

1. Roll call.  Chair Tony Wyse called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m.  Present:  Ald. Tony Wyse, Ald. Todd Culbertson, Matthias James, Gene Bass, Roger Berg, Dave Olsen, Rebecca DeMarb, James Otterstein.  Also present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Chamber Executive Director Ellen Brown.
2. Approval of Agenda.  Motion to approve agenda passed unanimously.

3. Minutes.  Motion by Gene Bass and seconded by Todd Culbertson to approve minutes of April 21, 2009 regular meeting passed unanimously.

4. Citizen appearances.  No citizen appearances.

5. Chamber of Commerce.  Evansville events are now included on Wisconsin Department of Tourism website.  Community business guides will be delivered to area airports, Wisconsin Dells, hotels, etc. the first week of June.  A listing of commercial properties is now on the Chamber website.  A health insurance program, administered by WPS, will become available to Chamber businesses on January 1, 2010.
6. Welcome signs.  Signs are completed.  Working with WisDOT on location of sign near Piggly Wiggly.  Installation by the July 4th holiday is possible.

7. Report on Strategic Economic Development “Alliance” Committee.  An umbrella organization, with a board consisting of two members each from ECP, Chamber, City and School, will be taken to respective groups for their discussion/approval.  Motion by Matthias James and seconded by Dave Olsen to appoint Tony Wyse and Todd Culbertson as the two representatives to the “umbrella” from the City passed unanimously. 

8. Discover Wisconsin project.  Discover Media package consists of television program, radio spots, literature distribution, website and calendar.  Cost is $36,000 over three year period.  Discover Media indicates one opening remains available to complete production for 2010 premiere, otherwise are looking at spring 2011.  Motion by Roger Berg and seconded by Matthias James to recommend to Common Council the use of room tax funds to purchase Discover Media package passed unanimously.

9. Committee business tours.  It was consensus of the Committee to schedule a special meeting, inviting interested Alderpersons and City Department Heads, prior to next Economic Development Committee regular meeting to tour Larson Acres.  Tony Wyse will make arrangements.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
