Evansville Economic Development Committee 

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, April 21, 2009

City Hall, 31 South Madison Street, Evansville, Wisconsin

Minutes
1. Roll call.  Chair Tony Wyse called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  Present:  Ald. Tony Wyse, Ald. Janis Ringhand, Gene Bass, Roger Berg, Rebecca DeMarb, Matthias James, James Otterstein.  Absent:  Dave Olsen.  Also present:  Ald. Todd Culbertson, Mayor Sandy Decker, Ron Carlsen, Chamber Executive Director Ellen Brown, ECP Coordinator Robin Grignon.
2. Approval of Agenda.  Motion to approve agenda passed unanimously.

3. Minutes.  Motion to approve minutes of March 17, 2009 regular meeting passed unanimously.

4. Citizen appearances.  Robin Grignon of ECP requested $700 stipend for college student to water downtown floral baskets if project is going forward this year.  There was discussion of project as to appropriate size of basket and brackets for new downtown light poles, and quality of flowers.  Motion by Roger Berg and seconded by Gene Bass to approve an expenditure of up to $2900 for the downtown flower project, with flowers/foliage purchased locally, based on the following cost estimates for 22 baskets:

· $10 x 22 = $220, larger brackets for poles
· $35 x 22 = $770, 18” commercial grade baskets/with liners

· $45 x 22 = $990, flowers/foliage ( + contingency of $220 for flowers)

· $700 payment to ECP for stipend for watering by local college student.

Motion passed unanimously.

5. Chamber of Commerce.  Two new businesses have opened downtown:  Déjà Vu, proprietor, Jenny Cottam; The Grooming Room, proprietors, Ayn Steinlein, Ann Sellnow.  The Chamber has 125 members.  The Chamber is conducting a raffle in conjunction with Memorial Day VFW Rally in the Alley.

6. Welcome signs.  Gene Bass presented three designs for welcome signs.  The sign committee recommended option “B”.  The City is awaiting Department of Transportation permits for sign locations.  Public Works will assist with removal of old signs and installation of the new signs.  Motion by Roger Berg and seconded by Janis Ringhand to select option “B”.  Motion passed unanimously.
7. Report on Strategic Economic Development “Alliance” Committee.  James Otterstein reported that the group determined at its April 20 meeting that “implementation by committee” would be the avenue for alignment of ECP, Chamber and City interests and future collaborative efforts.  An additional meeting will be held on May 18 to determine the operational structure for the umbrella organization.

8. Committee business tours.  Continuing discussion from the March meeting, it was suggested that the Economic Development Committee begin courtesy meetings with local businesses.  Motion by Roger Berg and seconded by Janis Ringhand for the Chair to contact Larson Acres to arrange for a presentation by the business on facility expansion plans.  Motion carried unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m.  
