Economic Development Committee

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, December 16, 2008, 5:30 pm

City Hall, 31 South Madison Street, Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

I. Roll Call.  Chair Tony Wyse called the meeting to order at 5:30.  Present: Tony Wyse, Janis Ringhand, Rebecca DeMarb, and Gene Bass.  Absent: Dave Olsen, Roger Berg, Matthias James, and James Otterstein.  Also present: Mayor Sandy Decker, City Administrator Dan Wietecha, and Chamber of Commerce Director Bridgit Larsen.

II. Approval of Agenda.  Ringhand made a motion, seconded by Bass, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.
III. Minutes of November 18, 2008, Meeting.  Ringhand made a motion, seconded by Bass, to waive the reading of the minutes and approve as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.

IV. Citizen Appearances.  None.

V. Chamber of Commerce Report.  Larsen said she is leaving the Chamber at the end of the year; one of their board members will fill in until they hire a replacement.  The Committee expressed its appreciation to Larsen for the work she has done at the Chamber the last two years.  The Chamber’s new website is now operational; it includes a community events calendar and will later have information about buildings and property available for commercial development.  Their “buy local” coupon booklet is on sale.  The business directory / community guide is again planned for February.
VI. Welcome Signs.  Evansville Community Partnership and the Historic Preservation Commission have not yet been approached about the possibility of replacing the signs.  The Chamber of Commerce wanted more information about prices and asked about spreading the replacement over several years.  
VII. I&E Club.  The first two meetings have been successful.  Wietecha distributed a draft start-up budget prepared by John Gishnock but noted that the advisory committee had not discussed the draft budget.
VIII. Economic Development Entity.  Presentations by Forward Janesville and the Wisconsin Main Street program have been informative.  The Chamber of Commerce and the Evansville Community Partnership have held a couple of joint board meetings to discuss the roles of each organization.  Wietecha distributed copies of their meeting notes.
IX. Rock County Smart Growth Plan.  Wyse noted an email received from Otterstein regarding revisions made to the economic development element of the county’s smart growth plan.  It was noted that the smart growth plan lays the framework and a future 2020 Economic Development Plan will fill in the details.
X. 2008 Budget Review.  The Committee has about $2100 remaining in its annual budget.  Ringhand made a motion, seconded by Bass, to provide $600 to help the I&E Club with start-up expenses for three to four months and to provide $1500 to offset the cost of printing business directory / community guide.  Motion approved unanimously.
XI. Building Permits.  The Committee said the discussion would wait until the January meeting.
XII. New Business.  The Committee noted a thank you letter from the Evansville Community Partnership for the contribution for the Harvest Windmill Festival.
XIII. Adjournment.  Ringhand made a motion, seconded by Bass, to adjourn.  Motion approved unanimously at 6:45.

