Economic Development Committee

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, November 18, 2008, 5:30 pm

City Hall, 31 South Madison Street, Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

I. Roll Call.  Chair Tony Wyse called the meeting to order at 5:30.  Present: Tony Wyse, Roger Berg, Janis Ringhand, James Otterstein, and Dave Olsen.  Absent: Rebecca DeMarb, Gene Bass, and Matthias James.  Also present: Mayor Sandy Decker, City Administrator Dan Wietecha, Chamber of Commerce Director Bridgit Larsen, and members of the Lego Lords Robotics Team.

II. Approval of Agenda.  Wyse noted that the Lego Lords would be arriving later in the meeting and the schedule would be adjusted to meet their appearance.
III. Minutes of October 21, 2008, Meeting.  Olsen made a motion, seconded by Ringhand, to waive the reading of the minutes and approve as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.

IV. Citizen Appearances.  None.

V. Chamber of Commerce Report.  Larsen said that the Chamber’s new website will be operational next month.  They have had two very productive meetings with the boards of the Chamber and the Community Partnership.  They are beginning planning for the 2008 Business Directory/Community Guide and would appreciate funding from the Committee for the community pages section of the booklet.  The Chamber’s annual Christmas Party is December 4 at the VFW.  A “buy local” coupon booklet is completed and going on sale.  The Old Fashioned Christmas celebration is this weekend.
VI. Welcome Signs.  It was noted that other organizations have to be approached to gauge interest in a shared project.
VII. I&E Club.  Creating a local Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club was one of the goals identified in the Economic Development Plan.  The kick-off meeting was well attended and had very positive feedback.  The speaker for the next meeting, December 10, will discuss “managing a small business during an economic downturn.”  The Committee said it was willing to provide seed money to establish the I&E Club; they asked that the I&E advisory group put together a six month budget request for the December meeting.
VIII. Economic Development Entity.  Milton’s economic development organization (MACCIT) spoke about their staffing, funding, organizational structure, and economic development efforts a couple weeks ago.  Forward Janesville is scheduled for a similar presentation tomorrow.
IX. Lego Lords.  The Lego Lords, the fourth to eighth grade robotics team, presented their project on climate change in Evansville and their recommendations for increasing locally grown produce and decreasing commuting.  Wyse said that some of their presentation, for example reductions in single-vehicle commuting, was similar to discussions the Committee has had.
X. Rock County Smart Growth Plan.  Otterstein reviewed the draft of the Economic Development chapter of the county’s Smart Growth Plan.  It provides an overview of historic trends (steady slow to moderate economic growth), the current situation (cautiously optimistic), and trends for the future.  With the context of these trends, the county can position itself to take advantage of economic opportunities as they arise.  After the Smart Growth Plan is adopted in 2009, this chapter will provide a framework of the Rock County 2020 Strategy, which will refine the general strategies into specific strategies.  Evansville and the other municipalities will be actively involved in development of the 2020 Strategy.
XI. 2008 Budget Review.  Not including any assistance the Committee may give for the I&E Club or the Chamber’s Community Guide, the Committee has about $2400 remaining in its annual budget.
XII. Building Permits.  Berg said the current economy is especially hard on the construction trades, which comprise a relatively large portion of the Evansville economy.  An idea to stimulate jobs would be for the City to rebate the cost of building permits (including impact and connection fees) to the homebuyer after purchase of a new house; this would be temporary and could be set to coincide with a federal tax credit for first-time homebuyers.  The Committee said the discussion could continue at its December meeting.
XIII. Adjournment.  Berg made a motion, seconded by Ringhand, to adjourn.  Motion approved unanimously at 7:40.

