Evansville Economic Development Committee Minutes
October 21, 2008

Roll Call:  James, Dave, Roger, Tony, Rebecca and Gene

Agenda approved.  

Minutes from 9/16 approved except to note that Roger voted “no” on ECP donation of $500 for Windmill Festival.

No citizen appearances.

Chamber of Commerce—wrapping up Buy Local coupon book for sale first week in November.  Friday and Saturday night before thanksgiving will be the holiday kickoff with carriage rides and Santa’s arrival.  They averaged eight welcome bags per month for new residents to Evansville.  ECP and Chamber are meeting on Thursday to identify how to best work together.  Bridget attended an Economic Gardening Seminar in September.  The September Chamber of Commerce meeting was held at the EFPL.

Welcome Signs—Gene met with Sarah in Oregon who did Baker’s sign and another sign company in Madison.  He suggested a task force to decide what we want to do with the signs and then to go to the sign companies for quotes.  The initial estimate is $15-20,000 for three signs.  Fixing the ones we have will cost about $3500.  It will stay on the agenda for November.

I&E Club Start Up—Asked if Economic Development will pay incidental expenses for first six months of an I&E club.  The goal is to help the club build interest and membership without paying dues.  Money would cover refreshments, advertisements, maybe speaker costs.  Bridget will get cost estimates.  It will stay on the agenda for November.

I& E Club Kick off meeting is 11/12/08.  No time or place yet.

Rock County Visitors’ Guide—every year, EDC splits the cost of the guide advertisement with the Chamber.  It is $400 each for a full page ad.  We need commitments by 12/01/08.  Chamber is prepared to move forward.  Dave moved to approve $400 for the Rock County Visitors’ Guide as in years past.  Gene seconds.  Motion carries; all in favor.

MACCIT meeting—scheduled for 10/27/08 at noon at the Country Club.  Tony encourages attendance.  EDC is hosting.  Dan W is coordinating and will run meeting.

Rock County Smart Growth Plan—economic development element—the whole Smart Growth Plan will be approved in December of 2009, at the latest.  The advisory committee is preliminarily approving the Preliminary Plan/Element.  Send James comments. This will stay on November’s agenda.

New Business—discussion of incentives for economic development in light of current economic conditions, especially to kick-start employment.

Motion to Adjourn—Roger moves; Gene seconds; motion carries.

