Economic Development Committee

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, September 16, 2008, 5:30 pm

City Hall, 31 South Madison Street, Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

I. Roll Call.  Chair Tony Wyse called the meeting to order at 5:30.  Present: Tony Wyse, Roger Berg, Gene Bass, Janis Ringhand, James Otterstein, and Matthias James.  Absent: Rebecca DeMarb and Dave Olsen.  Also present: Mayor Sandy Decker, City Administrator Dan Wietecha, John Decker and Steve Culbertson of the Grove Society, and Dick Woulfe.

II. Approval of Agenda.  Ringhand made a motion, seconded by Bass, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.

III. Minutes of August 19, 2008, Meeting.  Ringhand made a motion, seconded by James, to waive the reading of the minutes and approve as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.

IV. Citizen Appearances.  None.

V. Chamber of Commerce Report.  The Committee noted that the Chamber’s “After Five” program on September 18 would be at the library to showcase its new Reference USA research program and other available business resources.
VI. Windmill Harvest Festival.  Evansville Community Partnership (ECP) requested $1000 to help cover expenses of the Windmill Harvest Festival; this would be in addition to the Committee’s annual contribution to ECP.  The festival has an emphasis on buying locally.  The Committee noted that the request should have come sooner.  Ringhand made a motion, seconded by James, to table the matter until after hearing the Grove Society’s request.  Motion carried unanimously.
VII. Grove Society Welcome Center.  John Decker said that donations and volunteers have helped them progress to near completion of remodeling the old Baker Office Building into a small museum and welcome center.  They have received an anonymous pledge to match donations up to $5,000 to help finish the project; their last major hurdle will be to build a handicap-accessible ramp prior to occupancy.
VIII. Donations.  Ringhand made a motion, seconded by James, to donate $500 to ECP for the Windmill Harvest Festival.  Motion carried four-one.  Ringhand made a motion, seconded by Bass, to donate $500 to the Grove Society for the matching program to develop the welcome center.  Motion carried unanimously.
IX. Welcome Signs.  Bass said that an estimate for new signs, installed, would be $3500 to $4500 each.  Ringhand noted that when the signs were originally installed, the cost had been split equally by the Economic Development Committee, Historic Preservation Commission, and Chamber of Commerce.  James indicated that involving local artists in the design would help to create a brand for Evansville.  Otterstein said that the signs should serve three purposes: 1) to welcome visitors, 2) to enhance the identity or brand for Evansville, and 3) to provide directions into the city like a way-finding sign.
X. Economic Development Entity.  Sandy Decker said she had spoken with Jim Engle of the Main Street Program.  They now accept applications only every other year but would be happy to come and discuss the program.  The Committee would also like to meet with MACCIT and possibly other organizations.  Lunchtime meetings will be considered in order to make them convenient for local businesses to attend.
XI. Adjournment.  Bass made a motion, seconded by James, to adjourn.  Motion approved unanimously at 7:00.

