ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES

Tuesday, June 17, 2008

City Hall

Roll call and call to order at 5:35 p.m. by Chair Wyse.  Present:  Tony Wyse, Roger Berg, Gene Bass, Dave Olsen, Janis Ringhand, Rebecca DeMarb.  Absent:  Matthias James.  Also Present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, Mayor Sandy Decker, John Decker.

Approval of Agenda on a Berg/Ringhand motion, unanimous.

Waive the reading and approve the June 3, 2008 minutes on a Ringhand/Berg motion, unanimous. 

Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed:  Mayor Sandy Decker presented information about the Rock County Transportation Program that will be held on Wednesday, June 18, 2008, from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. at Blackhawk Tech and encouraged everyone to attend.

Clarification of objectives of the Workforce Development sub-committee from the ED Summit.  Michael Pierick and Jim Brooks attended to further explain some of the programs that they recommended, such as THRIVE, WIRED, RISE, Junior Achievers and 21st Century Skills.  James Otterstein had provided the committee descriptions of the programs which were very helpful in understanding the acronyms.  It was emphasized that the schools need to be partners in these programs as well as outreach from Job Service and local employers.  If there is a desire to follow through with any of the particular programs, the sub-committee will be happy to further “flesh out” the programs.
Chamber-Intergovernmental Relations.  Chamber Board Members John Morning, Jeff Farnsworth, Steve Hagen and Bridgit Larsen were present to discuss the objectives and champions of their ED Summit report.  An Alliance of several entities is desired to avoid duplication of efforts and to streamline the process of getting projects accomplished and dispensing information.  The differing roles of the Chamber, ECP, RDA and ED were discussed, as well as the intertwining of their activities.  It was determined that a go-to-person is desired, an employee of a joint project between the City, Chamber, ECP and possibly others.  It was recommended that we look into what other communities are doing.  The general consensus was that the Economic Development Plan include the goal of “research options that would enable Evansville to form a stand-alone Economic Development Alliance” rather than specifying a specific organizational structure from the start.
Update on Draft Subcommittee.  Rebecca DeMarb said that a draft of the Economic Development Plan is circulating among the subcommittee.  IT will be presented to the Economic Development Committee in July.
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 on a Bass/DeMarb motion, unanimous.

