CITY OF EVANSVILLE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

MINUTES

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, January 16,  2007

5:30 p.m.

 1.  Roll call.  The meeting was called to order by chair Wyse at 5:36 p.m.  Present:  Gene Bass, Roger Berg, John Decker, Cheryl Dickert, Fred Juergens, Dave Olsen, James Otterstein, Tony Wyse.  Absent: None.  Also present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, City Administrator Dan Wietecha.
 2.  Approval of agenda.  The agenda, as distributed, was approved without objection.
 3.  Approval of minutes of December 19, 2006 regular meeting.  So moved by Berg, seconded by Juergens.  Approved by voice vote.
 4.  Citizen appearances, other than on items listed below.  None.

 5.  Update on City web site.  Fred Juergens displayed the new design for the web site, which will permit easier updates and improved navigation.  Fred and City staff will update the information on the site, but there have been delays in doing so becasuse of an organizational glitch and the move of the City offices.

Discussion ensued as to the "point person" concept for new business inquiries, and sources of demographic information for the "site selection" aspects of the site.  Discussion was also held as to coordinaton with the Rock County economic development offfice, and the Location One web site. 

 6.  Economy Store CDBG update.  Ron Van Stratton of Foth & Van Dyke will serve as the city's advisor on administration of the grant.  Wage levels will not be an issue, but paperwork to demonstrate compliance with the Davis/Bacon Act will be a burden.  Formal subcontracts and payroll records will be required.

 7.  Update on CDBG for additional streetscape funding.  The city's engineering firm will finalize and submit the application;  Ron Van Stratton also is handling this assignment.  The engineers are still considering which project delivery method (multiple prime contracts, prequalification of brick subcontractors, or a delay in award of streetscaping contract work) will be most advantageous.

 8.  Discussion re:  Rock County Planning & Development Agency.  James Otterstein noted that Evansville has been listed on the County's web site, but that two factors precluded Evansville's listing in the Location One portion of the site.  First, Evansville did not have a "product" available for listing (i.e., specific available real estate for industrial or commercial development).  Second, the Location One site was sponsored and underwritten by a utility company, whose rules didn't permit a listing.  Those rules subsequently have been liberalized.  As soon as site-specific information can be furnished to the County (e.g., with respect to the newly-annexed commercial and industrial land on the east side) it will be listed on the site.

The City Planner and City Administrator can can work on getting Evansville development information onto as many web sites as will be helpful.  James Otterstein will advise Dan Wietecha what he needs for the County web site.    
 9.  Update on trade market analysis.  James Otterstein has submitted the preliminary grant application, and has received a favorable response from Department of Commerce staff (though no guaranty the final application will be approved).  The final application will need a Common Council authorizing resolution.

Motion by John Decker, seconded by Juergens, to recommend to Council an application for a CDBG - Planning Grant for a trade market analysis, with project expenses not to exceed $20,000.00, and with the required 25% local match to come from the TID #6 project budget, previously approved.  Approved by voice vote.  

10.  Report from Downtown Reconstruction Task Force.  An informational meeting was held at Hagen Insurance on December 21 to give business owners and operators an opportunity to see the streetscape plan and to ask questions and give direct input to the City Engineer and to the Public Works Director.  About 30 persons attended from the business community.  The Task Force continues to concentrate on signage and promotional issues. 

11.  Discussion of business development summit.  Mayor Decker noted that the Smart Growth Plan calls for the community to create a business development plan.  Wisconsin Public Power (WPPI) has $1,000 in grant money available to help defray expenses.

James Otterstein volunteered to suggest persons to serve as facilitator, and said that the proposed summit can create a platform for communication input for the proposed trade market analysis.

Berg moved, seconded by Decker, to have the committee invite Chamber of Commerce promotional director Bridget Larson to to the next committee meeting.  Approved by voice vote.

Berg moved, seconded by Juergens, to have the committee send "can we assist you" letters to Evansville Manor, North Prairie Productions and Landmark Services.  Approved by voice vote. 
12.  Final review of chapter 8 of Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan.  The chair noted that Chapter 8 calls for continuing review of economic development issues, and that the specifics are best addressed in connection with Chapter 12.

13.  Begin review of chapter 12 of Smart Growth Comp[rehensive Plan.  
Item 1  Web Page.  Work is in progress, as previously discussed.

Item 2  Land Use.  Tony Wyse will follow up with the City Planner.

Item 3  Distribution of Plan.  Cheryl Daniels will review and suggest which portions of the Plan document will be most useful to the real estate community.  Dan Wietecha will also meet with Bridget Larson to see that a copy of the document is available at the Chamber/ECP office;  it would also be helpful to have a copy of the Town of Union Smart Growth Plan available.

Berg moved, seconded by Juergens, to authorize production of 6 compact disks, to be sent to the community's largest 5 employers.  Approved by voice vote.  Fred also suggested that copies on CD be distibuted to each economic summit invitee.  

14.  Adjournment.  Berg moved, seconded by Wyse, to adjourn to the next regular monthly meeting in February.  Approved by voice vote at 7:26 p.m.      

Respectfully submitted,

John Decker, Secretary

Note:  Meeting minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting of the committee.
