City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, October 16, 2007, 5:30 pm

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Acting Chair Fred Juergens.  Present: Tony Wyse (arrived late), Matthias James, Dave Olsen, Gene Bass, Fred Juergens, Julie Meredith, and James Otterstein.  Absent: Roger Berg.  Also present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Dan Wietecha, and Bridgit Larsen.

II. Approve Agenda.  There were no dissents to the agenda as presented.

III. Approve Minutes of September 18, 2007 Meeting.  Olsen made a motion, seconded by Bass, to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.

IV. Citizen Appearances.  It was noted that trick or treat hours had been set for 5:00 to 7:00.
V. Chamber of Commerce Report.  Larsen reported that the governor’s office is aware of our support for the Crush Facility.  She will be working on a local business directory after the first f the year.  The Info USA database sounds good, but Baker still needs to demo it.  She attended a presentation in Green County on Generations X and Y; it had some insights they may help develop a young professionals group, but for a YPO to be successful it may mean teaming up with a much larger municipality such as Madison.  The Chamber’s next membership meeting is scheduled for Thursday with a speak on life/work balance.
VI. City Administrator Report.  None.

VII. Soybean Crush Facility.  It was noted that Landmark is pursuing the $ 4million grant in the state budget.
VIII. City Website.  Juergens asked about any ideas to promote economic development on the website; Wietecha noted that the upcoming Summit will soon be featured on the website.  The Committee also discussed future possible uses for the webcam.

IX. Downtown Task Force.  Wietecha gave an update on anticipated construction progress.  West Main has opened for traffic.  The bricks should be completed and East Main open for traffic by Halloween.  Striping will depend on the weather.  Benches and bike hitches have been installed.  The street lights have been delayed because of some confusion at the manufacturer; delivery is not expected until mid November.
X. Economic Development Summit.  Decker said that a comprehensive listing is being prepared as in invitation roster.  The UW-Whitewater Small Business Center will be conducting a brief survey to gain some background information on the local economy; potential questions were discussed.  Bass suggested using students from the High School to greet and register Summit attendees.
XI. Economic Development Revolving Loan Fund (RLF).  The Committee discussed possible board members for the RLF.  It was suggested to ask at the Redevelopment Authority since they already have lender, attorney, and accountant representation.  It was mentioned that the RLF should be advertised in the Chamber of Commerce newsletter.  There was some discussion about establishing different, separate program to provide forgivable loans or grants to small business start-ups.
XII. Room Tax.  It was noted that the tax is allowable for marketing and promotions of the community.  Otterstein indicated that some communities keep a percentage for overhead.
XIII. Adjournment.  Bass moved, seconded by Wyse, to adjourn.  Motion approved unanimously at 7:07 pm.

