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Common Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, November 8, 2005, 6:30 PM

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

Mayor Ringhand called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.  Present were: Mayor Ringhand and Aldpersons Aikman, Cothard, Roberts, Anderson, Hammann, Sornson, and Wessels.  Staff present: Bill Connors, City Administrator; Mark Kopp, City Attorney; Bridget Rolek, Library Director; Scott George, Water & Light Superintendent; Scott McElroy, Police Chief; Dave Wartenweiler, Public Works Superintendent; Mary Beaver, EMS Director; and Jim Beilke, Clerk/Treasurer.  

Approval of Agenda.

Mr. Connors recommended that items 6-C-4/5/6 should be stricken from the agenda.  The agenda, with the amendments recommended by Mr. Connors, was approved.

Approval of Minutes.
Motion by Hammann, seconded by Roberts, to waive the reading of the October 11, 2005, regular meetings and approve them as printed.  Motion passed.

Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed. 

The following six graders, who visited City Hall last week, appeared before Council to ask questions of the Council members:

 Kenneth Tessman, 129 W Church St.

Autumn Bennett, 31 N. Fifth St.

Sara Hammann, 250 Eager Ct.

Nicole Cruse, 420 Higgins Dr.

Emily Shields, 424 S First St. 

Gibb Wiedenhoeft, 256 W. Main St., supports the funding for the restoration of Lake Leota.
Committee Reports:
Evansville Community Partnership Report.  

John Decker, 143 W. Main St., reported on the ECP meeting tomorrow, completion of their fall downtown clean, Chili Cook-off on February 4, 2006, and Grant Writing Assistance Program offered by ECP.

Plan Commission Report.
Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to approve the final land divider’s agreement for Westfield Meadows subdivision with the conditions, if any, adopted by the Plan Commission.  

Mr. Connors reported that one unusual aspect of this agreement is that the developers will construct a storm water detention pond on the Larson Acres Farm land north of Porter Road, which is currently outside the city’s jurisdiction.  This land should be annexed into the city at a later date.  This agreement does not bind the City or developer to annex this land, but this agreement provides consequences if the land is not annexed.  

Another unusual aspect of the final land divider’s agreement for Westfield Meadows Subdivision is that it will identify lots where the houses must be built without a basement and other lots that cannot have a basement window opening below a certain minimum elevation.  The city engineer will determine which lots are subject to these restrictions.

Mr. Connors distributed at the Council meeting a new version of the Final Land Divider’s Agreement – Westfield Meadows with amendments from the Plan Commission. This agreement needs the City Engineer to fill in blank lines on page 11, paragraph L and page 18, Exhibit “B”, paragraph H.  On page 11, paragraph J, the agreement also contained a blank line for the property taxes owed to the Town of Union, calculated to be $14,200.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Roberts, to amend the motion to approve the Final Land Divider’s Agreement – Westfield Meadows as follows: on page 11, paragraph J, insert $14,200, for the estimated property taxes paid to the Town of Union; on page 11, paragraph L, the City Engineer will identify the lots where the houses must be built without basements and the other lots that will have minimum elevations for lowest openings; and on page 18, Exhibit “B,” paragraph H, the City Engineer will identify the lots where the houses must be built without basements and the other lots that will have minimum elevations for lowest openings.  Motion carried.

The original motion, as amended, carried.
Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to approve the final plat for Westfield Meadows subdivision with the conditions, if any, adopted by the Plan Commission.

Ald. Hammann reported that notes would be placed the final plat, which would identify lots subjected to restrictions regarding no basements and minimum elevations for basement window opening. Plan Commission approved the plat contingent that the developers provide a temporary easement for a cul de sac at the west end of Badger Dr. to the extent the bulb of the cul de sac intrudes onto Lot 45.  If Badger Dr. is ever extended further to the west, the cul de sac will be removed, and the temporary easement will be extinguished.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to amend the motion to approve the final plat to make it contingent on the developer providing the city with a deed for a temporary easement for a cul de sac at the west end of Badger Dr. to the extent the bulb extends into Lot 45.  Motion carried.

The original motion, as amended, carried.
Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report.

The Common Council gave a second reading to Ordinance #2005-42, adopting the 2006 city operating and capital budget and tax levies, as amended by the Finance and Labor Relations Committee.  Referring to his memorandum dated November 4, 2005, Mr. Connors reported that the Finance Committee had amended the ordinance because new 2006 projections increased the assessor expenditures by $3,800, the fire district expenditures by $5,897, and the capital projects expenditures by $6,800 for a new telephone system.   

The public hearing was opened at 7:12 PM.  Mr. Connors estimated that the tax rate would decrease approximately 32%, based on the increase in assessed values because of the recent revaluation.  Kelly Gildner, 9409 N. US Hwy 14, questioned the increased costs in legal services and Finance Director expenditures.  Mr. Connors reported that one staff person was moved from the Clerk’s office in the 2005 budget to Finance in the 2006 budget, which caused the Finance department expenditures to increase for 2006 budget.   The city is experiencing increased legal services, which was projected into the 2006 budget.  The public hearing was closed at 7:18 PM.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Ordinance #2005-42, adopting the 2006 city operating and capital budgets and tax levies.

Mr. Connors reported the City has not significantly increased its mill rate for property taxes since 2003.  Because the City is still waiting for the Statement of Assessment from the state Department of Revenue, Mr. Connors recommended that Council table this motion until the City obtains the Statement of Assessment with the information necessary to calculate the city’s mill rate.

Motion by Sornson, seconded by Hammann, to table Ordinance #2005-42, adopting the 2006 city operating and capital budgets and tax levies.  Motion carried.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Amended Five-year Capital Plan.  Motion carried unanimously on roll call vote. 

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-62, establishing the Municipal Judge’s salary for the year 2006.  Motion carried unanimously on roll call vote. 

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-60, amending the adopted 2005 city budget to transfer appropriations for replacing a police car.  Motion carried unanimously on roll call vote. 

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Resolution #2005-61, amending the adopted 2005 city budget to transfer appropriations for attorney fees.  At the meeting, Mr. Kopp distributed to Council a letter explaining his workload for the City has increased since February 2005, shown in a report listing the city’s monthly legal costs for 2005.  Additionally, the 2005 budget was based on the previous city attorney’s hourly charge per hour of work.  He noted that his rate is higher than the previous city attorney.

Motion carried unanimously on roll call vote. 

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to approve Police Commission’s retention of Attorney Robert G. Krohn and the law firm of Roethe, Krohn, Pope, McCarthy, Hass & Robinson, LLP, as legal counsel for the commission in the proceeding involving Sgt. Fitters.  The Council discussed the conflict of interest for this law firm because they represent many developers in the City.  Mr. Kopp reported that the attorneys would be working on substantially unrelated items.  Thus, there would be no conflict of interest.  Mr. Decker reported that the law firm performed conflict of interest check before they agreed to under take the representation of the Police Commission.

Motion carried unanimously on roll call vote. 

Public Safety Committee Report.  No report.

Public Works Committee Report. 

Mr. Decker reported the focus of the ad hoc committee on way-finding signs was on developing signs that would help people find points of interest throughout the city, such as parks, city hall, police, and library.  Each sign will display up to three locations.  There will be 26 way-finding signs phased in over a period of years.  

Water & Light Committee Report.  No report.

Economic Development Committee Report.  No report.

Evansville Redevelopment Authority Report.  
Paul Brunsell and Ed Francios presented information on the restoration of 7 E. Main St. building (currently occupied by Dave’s Ace Hardware).  They want to restore the building to its 1910 facade with retail/office space on the first floor and in the basement and residential apartments on the second floor.  They are asking for assistance from the city with their project.

Mr. Connors reported the Redevelopment Authority will hold a public hearing on the policies and application form at its next regular meeting at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, November 15, 2005.

Parks and Recreation Board Report.  No report.

Historic Preservation Commission Report. No report.

Fire District Report. No report.

Unfinished Business.  None
Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.  

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Sornson, to waive the seven-day notice requirement and approve the mayoral appointment of Wally Shannon, 257 W. Church St., to replace Karla Alisankus on the Police Commission.  Motion carried.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Sornson, to waive the seven-day notice requirement and approve the temporary mayoral appointment of Ald. Bill Hammann to be the temporary chairperson of the Parks and Recreation Board.  Motion carried.

Communications and Recommendations from the City Administrator. 

Mr. Connors is looking for sponsors for an ordinance closing streets.  Ald. Hammann and Wessels would sponsor a proposed ordinance.

New Business.  None.

Introduction of New Ordinances. 

First reading of Ordinance #2005-43, amending the Municipal Code relative to Replacement of Damaged Structures. [sponsored by Ald. Sornson and Cothard]

First reading of Ordinance #2005-44, amending the Municipal Code relative to establishing a special use business district (B-5). [sponsored by Ald. Sornson and Cothard]

First reading of Ordinance #2005-45, rezoning territory from community business district (B-3) to special use business district (B-5).  [on application of city staff]
Closed Session.
Motion by Roberts, seconded by Sornson, to convene into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stats. Sec. 19.85(1)(e), deliberation or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reason requires a closed session, to discuss acquiring additional right of way for intersection improvements as part of the state Department of Transportation’s resurfacing and reconstruction of Madison St. in 2008, and not to reconvene into open session.  Motion carried unanimously on roll call vote at 8:20 PM.
Adjournment.
Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to adjourn the meeting at 8:43 PM.  Motion carried.

Prepared by:

James Beilke

City Clerk/Treasurer

The Common Council Minutes are not official until approved by Common Council.
