
Common Council Meeting October 13, 2015

Common Council
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, October 13, 2015, 6:30 p.m.
City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

1. Call to order. The meeting was called to order at 6:31 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.

2. Roll Call. Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Jim Brooks, Matt
Brown, Rick Cole, Cheryl Fuchs (arrived at 6:33 p.m.), Ben Ladick, Gene Lewis, Josh
Manring, and James Montgomery.  Others present: City Administrator/Finance Director
Ian Rigg, City Clerk/Treasurer Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Community
Development Director Jason Sergeant, Library Director Megan Kloeckner, and several
members of the public.

3. Approval of Agenda. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to withdraw Item
7D2 and approve the agenda.  Motion approved 7-0.

4. Approval of Minutes. Decker noted a correction to the September 8, 2015 minutes, Item
7, second sentence (in part) “on the smaller fish and increase it on walleye”.  Brooks made
a motion, seconded by Cole to waive the reading of the minutes of the September 8, 2015
regular meeting and the September 22, 2015 special meeting and to approve them as
corrected.  Motion approved 7-0.

5. Civility reminder. Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city
meetings.

6. Citizen appearances.
A. Decker asked if anyone was in attendance for the Smart Growth Plan public

hearing as that hearing was rescheduled for November 12th. There were none.
B. Several people in attendance spoke regarding Item 7J1, dugouts at Leonard Leota

Park. They were Amy Stano, 106 N 2nd Street; Robin Ringhand, Town of Union;
Dave Pestor, 18326 W Milbrant Road, and Lori Teague, 214 N 4th Street.

Many that spoke opposed the use of portable dugouts; acknowledged that there was
a lack of communication for the project; and stressed their efforts were to support
the kids.

Mike Maves, 315 S 2nd Street, asked for clarification from Mayor Decker on a
couple items mentioned in one of her bi-weekly newspaper columns as he felt she
didn’t have the facts.  He questioned what accident happened during the ballfield
project and she stated there was a buried power line that was cut.  Dave Pestor
apologized for accidently cutting through that buried power line.  The other
question was on installation of crushed stone for the warning track, he stated ag-
lime was used.  He expressed his concerns with the lack of communication during
the project and left the meeting.

7. Reports of Committees
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A. Library Board Report. Kloeckner reported circulation was 6,908 in September;
205 people attended programs in September; and they had their final Advisory
Task Force Meeting with the architects and recommended G2 which will be
presented to the Library Board.

B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report. Ladick reported all the water issues have
been taken care of.  Decker added that a new furnace has been ordered.

C. Plan Commission Report
(1). Manring made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve Resolution 2015-26,

a Resolution approving the Pre-Annexation Agreement with Norm Paulson
(7801 N 5th Street). Motion approved 8-0.

(2). Manring presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by
Cole to approve Ordinance 2015-07, an Ordinance Annexing Territory to
the City of Evansville, Wisconsin (7801 N 5th Street) (Applicant initiated,
Norm Paulson).  Brooks questioned the addition of a new ward and Walton
stated the property would be in a different county supervisory district and a
new ward was needed.  Motion approved 8-0.

(3). Manring presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by
Cole to approve Ordinance 2015-08, an Ordinance Rezoning 7801 5th
Street from Residential District One (R-1) temporary to Residential District
One (R-1) (Applicant initiated, Norm Paulson).  Brooks questioned the
address as it wasn’t consistent on the agenda.  It was clarified that the
address was 7801 N 5th Street.  He asked if this would create a “pocket”
and Sergeant explained that the center of the street was the connecting point
between city parcels.  Motion approved 8-0.

(4). Manring made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve Preliminary Land
Divisions for a certified survey map (CSM) to split parcel 6-20-233.01,
located at 7801 N 5th Street into three parcels.  Brooks questioned the
notation “road reservation released” on the CSM and Sergeant stated the
surveyor was uncertain if that had been released. Motion approved 8-0.

D. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report
(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to accept the City and Water &

Light bills as presented in the amount of $1,011,369.59.  Motion approved
8-0 on a roll call vote.

(2). Item withdrawn from agenda. Motion to approve Resolution #2015-28, a
Resolution Authorizing Borrowing from WPPI Energy an amount not to
exceed $305,000

E. Public Safety Committee Report. Montgomery reported the Evansville Police
Department conducted compliance checks and came back with a 100%
compliance; 28 pounds of old medication was collected during the drug take-back
day and they have collected 125 pounds in the last 6 months; members of Eastern
Star presented them with a $3,000 donation which they hope will be used for body
cameras; Officer Meryisa Hernandez will be leaving to take a full time position
with Sauk County, she will continue to work here part-time and hopes someday to
be full-time, she will be missed; and there were 872 calls for service in September.

(1). Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve the Rock
County Humane Society Purchase of Services Agreement. Motion
approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
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(2). Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve an amendment
to the Class “B” Beer/ “Class B” Liquor License for Creekside Place, Inc.
Kelly Czerwonka, Agent, 102 Maple Street, Evansville, Wisconsin, 53536,
d/b/a Creekside Place.

The amendment would change the premises description to read: Full
facility, south lawn, and parking lot.  Kelly Czerwonka clarified that this
amendment would apply to public events such as Cruise Nights and not
private events such as weddings and class reunions.

Motion approved 7-0 with Brooks abstaining.

(3). Fuchs made a motion, seconded by Montgomery to approve changes to
Mutual Aid for EMS Service, dropping Brooklyn Fire/EMS and replacing it
with Footville Fire/EMS. Motion approved 8-0.

(4). Fuchs made a motion, seconded by Montgomery to Approve Resolution
2015-25. A Resolution approving Mutual Aid for Employee Services
between the City of Evansville and the Milton Fire District. Motion
approved 8-0.

(5). Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to Approve Resolution
2015-27. A Resolution approving Mutual Aid for Employee Services
between the City of Evansville and the Town of Beloit. Motion approved
8-0.

F. Municipal Services Report. Brooks reported they met early in September to work
on the budget.  4th Street is complete and the final lift will go on next year; and the
winter moratorium is next month so there is a push on collections.

G. Economic Development Committee Report. Brooks reported they spent some
time talking about the Entrepreneurship Sub-committee as they were looking for
direction, and they discussed the possibility of using the revolving loan fund.

H. Redevelopment Authority Report. No report.

I. Parks and Recreation Board Report. Fuchs reported they met last night and
discussed the fish re-stocking and what a great program that is, in addition to fish
there were 316,000 minnows stocked and bag limits were reduced.  They discussed
closing the park to through traffic for the winter; discussed the park plan for
Westside Park; and the ADA swing at Brzezinski Park is moving forward.

J. Historic Preservation Commission Report. Lewis reported they had an
application for 242 W Church Street for new windows and a roof; George
DeBroux, 18 E Main Street was in to discuss awning and signage; they discussed
the ball park and felt the portable dugouts were best suited but forwarded that
decision to Council; and they received the final design for 268 W Liberty Street.

(1). Lewis made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve the option of
providing portable structures for dugouts at the south baseball diamond in
Leonard Leota Park.

Council discussed the project, noting that the actual work done was much
more than the simple plan that was presented; they, too, acknowledged the
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lack of communication, and they did not feel there was any safety
advantage to permanent dugouts versus portable.  They discussed the memo
from Chip Brown of the Wisconsin Historical Society and the adverse
effect to the National Register-listed park if large new dugouts were
installed. They discussed the fact that the park is historic by state standards
and there are rules to abide by regardless of whether the property is listed or
not.

Kopp clarified that the motion on the table was to adopt the
recommendation that came from Historic Preservation that the portable
dugouts are the choice.

Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to amend the motion by removing
providing and substituting allowing. Manring disagreed with the
amendment as this could result in installation without city input. The
motion and second were withdrawn.

Main motion approved 7-1 with Cole opposing.

K. Fire District Report. Montgomery reported Rigg was in attendance at the meeting
and they had 18 firefighters expressing interest in being 1st responders; there was
no new news on the FEMA grant; truck #686 has been repaired; and the budget
looks good with no real changes.

L. Police Commission Report. No report.

M. Energy Independence Team Report. No report.

N. Board of Appeals Report. No report.

8. Unfinished Business. None

9. Communications and Recommendations of the Administrator. Rigg reported he is
continuing to work to improve the situation at EMS; continues to work on the budget; he
will have proposed changes to the personnel policy coming; the hearing for special
assessment for 4th Street will be at the December meeting; the WPPI loan will be on the
November agenda; and he hopes to be wrapping up the fee schedule.

10. Communications and Recommendations of the Mayor
(1). Decker reported the League Advisory Committee on Legislation will be

meeting on Friday.  There is proposed legislation on TIF’s, public
contractor’s being exempt from sales tax when working on government
projects, allowing municipalities to sell liquor and wine at parks and golf
courses, temporary liquor licenses for wine walks, and roundabouts
requiring municipal approval.  Additionally, there is legislation being
discussed tying state aid to the municipality’s work on consolidating
services.

(2). Decker reported Cheryl Fuchs closes on her house November 13th and will
be vacating her seat for Alderman District #2.  We will put a notice on our
website and in the newspaper asking people to submit a letter on interest.
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(3). Decker reported the contact we had in Chicago for the Post Office is
leaving her position.  Decker was told that they had attempted to locate an
existing building however nothing was available that met their requirements
so they are in the process of obtaining approval for a new facility.

11. New Business. None

12. Introduction of New Ordinances
A. Brooks presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2015-09, an Ordinance Adopting

the 2016 Operating and Capital Budgets and Setting Tax Levies (sponsors Brooks
and Cole).

13. Meeting Reminders
A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 10, 2015 6:30 p.m.,

City Hall.
B. A special meeting is scheduled for Thursday November 12, 2015 6:30 p.m., City

Hall.

14. Adjournment. Cole made a motion, seconded by Lewis to adjourn at 8:05 p.m.  Motion
approved 8-0.

Judy Walton, City Clerk/Treasurer

These minutes are not official until approved by the Common Council at their next regular meeting.


