Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, December 9, 2014, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Jim Brooks, Rick Cole, Cheryl Fuchs, Barb Jacobson, Ben Ladick, Gene Lewis and James Montgomery.  Alderperson Josh Manring was absent.  Others present:  City Administrator/Finance Director Ian Rigg, City Clerk/Treasurer Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Library Director Megan Kloeckner, Community Development Director Jason Sergeant, Ben Heidemann of Town and Country Engineering, Kelly Gildner of The Review, Lori Allen, John Morning, Roger Berg, Jeff Farnsworth, Rich Modaff and son, several representatives of Move To Amend, Ron Meier, and Amy Van Rens.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to withdraw Item 7D6, adding it as a discussion item under 7C, and approve the agenda.  Motion approved 7-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to waive the reading of the minutes of the November 11, 2014 regular meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 7-0.
5. Civility reminder.  Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city meetings.
6. Citizen appearances
A. Move To Amend Petition for Direct Legislation for a United States Constitutional Amendment declaring that: 1) Only human beings – not corporations, unions, nonprofit organizations, or similar associations are endowed with constitutional rights; and 2) Money is not speech, and therefore regulating political contributions and spending is not equivalent to limiting political speech.
(1). Attorney Mark Kopp explained that if the Council does not adopt the resolution the question will go to the ballot.  He noted that the petition was confusing because the standard form includes Common Council action and for this petition that language was deleted.
Brooks asked Move To Amend representative Fran Zell what their intent was and she said their intent was to have this go to the ballot.
Montgomery expressed concern that by not adopting the resolution the Council is not showing support for it.  He added that taking this to referendum is risky because if people don’t show up to vote it may not pass.

Move To Amend representatives addressed the Council urging them to have this placed on the ballot as they feel people should be able to vote on this.
(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to not approve the attached proposed resolution, without alteration.  Motion approved 7-0.
B. Public Hearing:  Final Assessments for Main Street and Maple Street Improvements.

(1). Ben Heidemann of Town and Country Engineering gave a brief report on the project, stating that the majority of the assessments came in lower than estimated.
(2). There was no initial discussion by Council.

(3). Decker opened the public hearing at 6:49 p.m.
Ron Meier, 458 W Main Street, Evansville, asked what the purpose was of this project.  Brooks explained that this project was on the list of streets needing repair and it fit into the 2014 budget.  Mr. Meier said all of his curb was torn up and he did not believe that was necessary.  Heidemann explained that many times it is cheaper to replace the entire section of curb instead of doing intermittent repair.  Mr. Meier said he believed that his curb was replaced due to a poor design at Prentice and now he is having to pay for someone else’s mistake.

Amy Van Rens, representing Creekside Place, inquired about the terms of repayment; the resolution is proposing 10 year repayment at 2% interest.

Decker closed the public hearing at 6:57 p.m.

(4). Jacobson asked if the assessment were done on an average by property and Brooks replied that the assessments are levied by actual work done.
(5). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Ladick to adopt Resolution 2014-17, A Final Resolution Authorizing Public Improvement and Levying Special Assessments Against Benefitted Property in Evansville, Wisconsin.  Motion approved 7-0.
7. Reports of Committees

A. Library Board Report.  Kloeckner reported that the U-W Whitewater student that was working at the library had her last day yesterday and she is hoping to work at a public library in the future.  The library will be closed on December 24th and 25th and also January 1st.  Kloeckner distributed the library activities brochure.  The pie sale was successful.
B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Ladick reported there was no quorum for their last meeting; they are averaging 20 kids per night; and he commented that this is a great center.
C. Plan Commission Report.  Sergeant reported that Shopko (Item 7D6) has withdrawn their application.  They are reviewing their numbers and will report back in 30-45 days.
(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to approve the Final Land Divider’s Agreement for Windmill Ridge.
Decker explained that the agreement received a unanimous recommendation for Council approval from the Plan Commission.  As part of the agreement the developers are dedicating 2.3 acres of land for parkland.
Motion approved 6-1 with Montgomery opposing.
(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to approve the Addendum to Final Land Divider’s Agreements for Westfield Meadows.
Decker explained that the agreement received a unanimous recommendation for Council approval from the Plan Commission.  The developers will be dedicating all of the parkland now, even for the land to be developed in the future, which will add approximately 10 acres to Westside Park.  The developers will be paying the principal portion of the lift station assessment (approximately $70,000) and the city will credit them the interest (approximately $30,000) to run sewer under the park to Porter Road.  There are deadlines in place for installation of that sewer.  She pointed out that by accepting parkland in lieu of the fees we give up the funds for park improvements such as playground equipment.

Motion approved 6-1 with Montgomery opposing.
D. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $980,714.21.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to adopt the final draft of the personnel policy.  Brooks pointed out the proposed changes from Attorney Crone and also from the Finance & Labor Relations Committee.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
(3). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve engagement letter with Johnson Block & Company, Inc. for financial audit of the year ended December 31, 2014.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
(4). Brooks explained that the audit has shown that water rates may be inadequate to cover costs.  There has not been an increase since 2007.  Initial estimates show the increase to be 38-42% which equates to a range of $9.00 – $11.00 per month for an average household.

Brooks made a motion, seconded by Ladick to approve the Water Rate Case Study for submittal to the Public Service Commission as completed by Johnson Block.  Motion approved 7-0.
(5). Brooks stated that one of the SWAG property owners attended the December 4th Finance and Labor Relations Committee meeting and asked the city to forgive the interest that has accrued on the special assessment levied against the property and, in return, they would pay the principal in full.

Council discussed whether to accept the offer, understanding that taxpayers have been paying the loan with interest for this infrastructure, and have funds available to pay down the existing debt or to reject the offer and retain an interest in the property but possibly have the land remain in agricultural use in which case the assessment would continue to remain deferred.
Rigg presented financial information on what could occur if the offer was accepted.
John Morning, representing SWAG, urged the Council to accept the offer because he feels the city is taking a risk having the property stay in agricultural use and never be able to collect the assessment.

Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Cole to forgive the interest on Lot 26 upon full principal payment of $543,885.52 for infrastructure costs attached to Lot 26 by no later than January 15th, 2015.
Council discussed again the potential results of accepting or rejecting the offer.  They discussed the possibility of amending the terms of the resolution that levied the assessment and they discussed asking for land in exchange for forgiving the interest.  John Morning stated he did not believe anyone would exchange land for the interest. 
Brooks called the question, seconded by Jacobson.  Call approved 7-0.
Motion failed 3-4 with Jacobson, Ladick, Lewis, and Brooks opposing.
(6). Motion to approve Resolution 2014-18, A Resolution Approving Tax Increment Finance (TIF) Incentive for the Development of Parcel #6-27-958.091A1 with “Developer” Oppidan Inc. (Item withdrawn)
E. Public Safety Committee Report
(1). Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Montgomery to approve the Rock County Joint Powers Agreement.  Motion approved 7-0.
Jacobson reported Evansville Police Department is participating in the Booze and Belts campaign from December 12 – 20; winter parking is in effect, there were 779 calls for service in November; and 44 license plate transactions.  EMS had 42 runs in November; the Lucas device is in; and there have been 4 people inquiring about becoming EMT’s since the flyer went out.
F. Municipal Services Report.  Brooks reported the annual dam inspection was conducted; they went through the 2015 work plan; they are conducting an ice dam contest; and the extra equipment and scrap sold by Municipal Services exceeded the $10,000 needed for the power washer.
G. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported they are working on a definition for sustainable economic development and they are developing 2 new sections for the smart growth plan under economic development (entrepreneurship and sustainability).
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Fuchs reported they are reviewing the park plan.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  Lewis reported they had a short meeting.  They approved the property at 39 W Church to enclose the carport, and at 263 W Main to add on to the back of the garage.
K. Fire District Report.  No report.
L. Police Commission Report.  No report.
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker reported they met on November 19th and discussed the smart growth plan and discussed the importance of walkability.
N. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
8. Unfinished Business.  None.
9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.  Decker reported there was a meeting with the Ice Age Trail people the day before Thanksgiving and they are very interested in putting the trail through Evansville.
10. New Business.  None.
11. Introduction of New Ordinances.  None.
12. Meeting Reminders.
A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 13, 2015 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
13. Adjournment.  Ladick made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to adjourn at 8:40 p.m.  Motion approved 7-0.
Judy Walton, City Clerk

These minutes are not official until approved by Common Council at their next regular meeting. 
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