Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, November 11, 2014, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
There was a moment of reflection in recognition of our veterans.
2. Roll Call.  Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Jim Brooks, Rick Cole, Cheryl Fuchs, Ben Ladick, Gene Lewis, Josh Manring, and James Montgomery.  Alderperson Barb Jacobson was absent.  Others present:  City Administrator/Finance Director Ian Rigg, City Clerk Judy Walton, Consigny Law Office Attorney Mike Faust, Library Director Megan Kloeckner, Police Chief Scott McElroy, Municipal Services Superintendent Mark Sendelbach, Mike Peters from WPPI, Roger Berg, Bill Hurtley, Jeff Farnsworth, Rich Modaff and son, and Lori Allen. 
3. Approval of Agenda.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 7-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to waive the reading of the minutes of the October 14, 2014 regular meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 7-0.
5. Civility reminder.  Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city meetings.
6. Citizen appearances
A. Mike Peters, Chief Executive Officer of WPPI Energy, presented information on the history of WPPI, advocacy, and the power supply diversity.  He commended Evansville for having an electric utility since 1901.
B. Public Hearing: 2015 Operating Budget.

(1). Rigg reviewed the items in his November 10th memo to Council regarding the changes to the budget.  He explained how the expenditure restraint amount is calculated and the impact of using depreciation versus actual expenses in the stormwater utility.
(2). Montgomery asked for clarification on who receives the cost of living increase and Rigg explained it would cover all part-time and full-time employees not covered by a collective bargaining agreement, but not seasonal employees.  He asked for an update on the wage study and Rigg replied that he is wrapping up job description updates.  He asked Rigg is there was anything he would do different during the budget process.  Rigg responded that he would like to get more information to the department heads, make changes to the account codes for clarification, and purchase My-View software.
(3). Decker opened the public hearing at 7:14 p.m.  There were no public comments.  Decker closed the public hearing at 7:15 p.m.
(4). Brooks asked that the error made in the soccer revenue be corrected.
(5). Brooks presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve Ordinance 2014-15, Adopting 2015 Operating and Capital Budgets and Setting Tax Levies.
Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to amend the motion to reduce the levy for TIF 5 by $5,906 and TIF 6 by $3,326.  Amendment approved 7-0.

Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to amend the motion to increase the building permit revenue from $18,000 to $25,000.  Amendment approved 7-0.
Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to amend the motion by increasing the capital budget for creek walls from $25,000 to $75,000 and the capital budget for DPW equipment purchase for a washer from $35,000 to $45,000.  Motion approved 4-3 with Montgomery, Fuchs, and Lewis opposing.  Fuchs commented that these two motions should have been voted on separately.

Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to amend the motion by increasing the sale of city property for the sale of scrap from $0 to $10,000.  Motion approved 7-0.

Fuchs made a motion, seconded by Montgomery to amend the motion by increasing the part-time police salary to $16.00 per hour.  Motion approved 7-0.

Manring made a motion, seconded by Brooks to amend the motion by increasing the cost of living an additional 0.5% per the handout.  Motion approved 7-0.

Lewis made a motion, seconded by Montgomery to amend the motion by increasing the police vehicle purchase from $25,000 to $28,500 for an extended warranty on the existing 2014 Explorer.  Motion approved 7-0.

Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to amend the motion by increasing the finance training from $4,800 to $6,000.  Motion approved 7-0.

Main motion, as amended, approved 7-0 on a roll call vote. 

C. Lori Allen, Jeff Farnsworth, and Bill Hurtley each expressed their concerns and hopes that there is ongoing discussion regarding the SWAG property and bringing commercial businesses to that area.
7. Reports of Committees

A. Library Board Report.  Kloeckner reported that they will be meeting on Thursday to discuss the space needs analysis; the Friends will be having their annual pie sale; and they have a new partnership with the middle school for a book club.
B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Ladick reported that they did not have a quorum for their meeting.  Things are going well at the center; there have been no water issues since the larger downspouts were installed; and attendance is up.
C. Plan Commission Report.  Decker reported they approved a conditional use permit for a home business and they worked on the smart growth plan.
D. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $1,217,025.60.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve policies for Discipline, Grievance Procedure, Termination, and Whistleblower Policy.  Brooks reviewed the proposed changes, focusing on the termination chapter which had the majority of the changes.
Motion approved 7-0.
(3). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve the amendment to the Online Business Banking Agreement with Union Bank & Trust.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
E. Public Safety Committee Report.  Montgomery reported they discussed the budget and the animal ordinance.  Some residents are requesting to allow chickens and some to change the number of animals allowed.  They discussed possibly having this go to referendum.
F. Municipal Services Report.  Brooks reported the Main Street and Maple Street projects are done; the Northeast Rebuild is done for the year; and they are looking at issues with the wind turbine.
G. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported they are discussing the smart growth plan and working on the revolving loan fund to make it more usable.  He added that Community Development Director Jason Sergeant has a new addition to his family.
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Fuchs reported they had a joint meeting with the Historic Preservation Commission to review the historic designation of the park for any future projects.  Their regular meeting followed and they are prioritizing projects; the park will close to drive-through traffic; and the Westside Park shelter is half built.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  Lewis reported they approved an application for a roof and fence for a property on Garfield and siding and tuck point for a property on West Main.
K. Fire District Report.  Montgomery reported that three-quarters of the DNR grant equipment has been received, some items are on back order; truck #61 generator needs to be repaired, the Chief is meeting with FEMA to get new turnout gear; and they need all city representatives at the next meeting.
L. Police Commission Report.  No report.
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker reported they are meeting on November 19th at 7:00 a.m.
N. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
8. Unfinished Business.  None
9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor
A. Cole made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve the Mayoral appointment of Town & Country Engineering Inc. as the City Engineer for a two-year term ending December 31, 2016.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
B. Cole made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve Resolution 2014-16, creating the Evansville Youth Center Committee.  Motion approved 7-0.
C. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve the Aldermanic appointment of Ben Ladick as Chair of the Evansville Youth Center Committee.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
D. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve the Mayoral appointment of Mike Czerwonka, 215 Campion Drive, to the Evansville Youth Center Board for a term ending in 2017.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
E. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve the Mayoral appointment of Butch Beedle, 14415 West Golf Aire Drive, to the Evansville Youth Center Board for a term ending in 2016.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
F. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve the Mayoral appointment of Sandi Konkel, 460 West Liberty Street, to the Evansville Youth Center Board for a term ending in 2015.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
G. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve the mayoral appointment of Carolyn Butts, 302 South Madison Street, to the Evansville Housing Authority for an unexpired term ending in 2015.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
H. Decker drew the Council’s attention to her 2014 Veterans Day Proclamation.  She read the proclamation at the ceremony at the high school today and handed out a copy to each of the Honor Flight Veterans.
I. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve funding request to the Antes Maple Hill Cemetery Fund administered by the Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin for renovation of brick entry columns at Maple Hill Cemetery.  Motion approved 7-0.
J. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve funding requests to the Robert J. Antes Leota Park Fund for installation of solar light tubes in Henneberry Shelter and installation of crushed lime at warning track for the re-positioned outfield fence at the South Ball Diamond.  Motion approved 7-0.
10. New Business.  None
11. Introduction of New Ordinances.  None
12. Meeting Reminders
A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 9, 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
13. Adjournment.  Cole made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to adjourn at 9:05 p.m.  Motion approved 7-0.
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