Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, October 14, 2014, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Jim Brooks, Rick Cole, Cheryl Fuchs, Barb Jacobson, Ben Ladick, and Josh Manring.  Alderpersons Gene Lewis and James Montgomery were absent.  Others present:  City Administrator/Finance Director Ian Rigg, City Clerk Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Kelly Gildner of The Review, and several members of the public. 
3. Approval of Agenda.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to move Item 8A to precede Item 7A and to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 6-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to waive the reading of the minutes of the September 9, 2014 regular meeting and September 25 and September 29, 2014 special meetings, changing negotiation to negotiate in Item 6 of the September 29th minutes and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 6-0.
5. Civility reminder.  Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city meetings.
6. Citizen appearances.  None
7. Ordinance 2014-14 (moved from unfinished business).  Brooks presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Manring, to approve Ordinance 2014-14, Amending Chapter 14, Animals.  [Sponsors Fuchs and Montgomery].
The following people spoke:  Steve Darnell, 409 Evans Drive; Dawn Duggan, 342 S Madison Street; Anne Koch, 5503 W Fair Street; Ryan McVeigh, Orfordville; Paul and Jeanne Cargill, 509 Porter Road; Denise Jones, 531 S 6th Street; Susan Scherber, 111 N 4th Street; Jeremy Timmons, 349 Almeron Street; and Heather Darnell, 409 Evans Drive.
Concerns included whether there would be a grandfather clause; the number of animals allowed; language that conflicts with state law; the need to license house cats; insurance requirements; enforcement; prohibiting exotic animals; foster homes for rescue dogs; multiple litters; and having Evansville lose its pet friendly atmosphere.
Suggestions included sending this back to the Public Safety Committee for further review; creating a best husbandry ordinance to help enforce care of animals; or draft something to specifically address the problem animal owners.

Manring made a motion, seconded by Brooks to amend the motion by striking 14-2, 14-4, 14-36, 14-40, 14-41, 14-42, 14-43, 14-44, 14-45, 14-46, 14-47, 14-48, 14-49, and 14-51.  Amendment failed 2-4 with Cole, Fuchs, Jacobson, and Ladick opposing.

Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to amend the motion by striking 14-2 with the intention of a re-write by the Public Safety Committee.  Amendment approved 5-1 with Jacobson opposing.
Manring made a motion, seconded by Brooks to amend the motion by striking 14-36.  Amendment approved 5-1 with Jacobson opposing.

Main motion, as amended, failed 0-6.

Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to table the motion and refer back to the Public Safety Committee.  Motion approved 6-0.
8. Reports of Committees

A. Library Board Report.  Decker presented a report prepared by Library Director Megan Kloeckner.  Kloeckner and Assistant Director Laura Damon-Moore are planning for the winter programs; Emily Koel, a student from UW-Whitewater, is working at the library to obtain 150 hours of library experience; and Eager Free Public Library is the Library of the Month for BadgerLink.
B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Ladick reported they are looking at doing some restructuring to the board as they are having trouble getting a quorum.
C. Plan Commission Report.  Decker reported they are working on the Housing and Transportation Chapters.
D. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $1,278,028.56.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve policies for Purpose, Scope, Not a Contract, Collective Bargaining and Other Employment Agreements, Department Specific Policies, Periodic Review at Discretion of Council, Employee Definitions, Role of City Administrator, Major Departments and Functions, Position Descriptions, and Organization Chart.
Brooks reviewed each of the proposed changes.  Three minor corrections were made.
Motion approved 6-0.

(3). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve Second Amendment to Water Tower and Ground Space Lease with U.S. Cellular.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
E. Public Safety Committee Report.  Jacobson reported that EMS had 40 runs in September; the annual can drive is scheduled for October 18th; and they will be working with the Fire Department on a controlled house burn.
The Police Department will be working on the ADA sign compliance; there were 990 calls in September; they had 60 license plate transactions; and they are looking at getting an extended warranty if they purchase a new vehicle in 2015.
F. Municipal Services Report.  Brooks reported the asphalt should be placed on Maple, Main and Prairie View, weather permitting.  There is a WPPI Orientation on October 30th.  He, Mayor Decker, and Mark Sendelbach attended the WPPI Annual Meeting.  He, Jason Sergeant, and Rick Cole attended the Customer’s First Coalition Power Breakfast.
G. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported they are plugging away with the smart growth plan and the survey of some downtown and Brown School Road businesses.  On Monday they will look at the revolving loan fund.
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Fuchs reported that they discussed and made a motion to close the park during the winter for drive through traffic; the brush at Wind Prairie Park should be cleared, cut, and chipped in the next couple of weeks; the Jay’s reported that the improvements on the concession stand is moving slowly but forward; park bathrooms will be closed before Halloween; the irrigation system is in at the ball field and the sod will be placed this week; they will meet next week for a joint meeting with the Historic Preservation Committee.  She added that she will be placing stone on the canon base.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  No report
K. Fire District Report.  Manring reported that Engine #61 continues to have problems; and the budget has been approved.
L. Police Commission Report.  No report
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  No report
N. Board of Appeals Report.  No report
9. Unfinished Business.
A. Moved to Item 7
B. Brooks presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve Ordinance 2014-12, Amending Section 6, Election District Designation, of the March 26, 2014 Evansville Ford Annexation [Sponsors Brooks and Manring].  Motion approved 6-0.
C. Brooks presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve Ordinance 2014-10, Creating City of Evansville Ward #9 In Aldermanic District #3, Rock County Supervisory District 2 [Sponsors Brooks and Manring].  Motion approved 6-0.
D. Brooks presented the second reading a made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve Ordinance 2014-13 Amending City Administrator Residency Requirement [Sponsors Brooks and Manring].  Motion approved 6-0.
10. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor
A. Cole made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to approve the Mayoral appointment of Consigny Law Firm, SC as City Attorney for a two-year term commencing January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2016, at an hourly rate of $135.00.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
11. New Business

A. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve LifeQuest billing service contract addendum.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
B. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve Amended and Restated Master Agreement for Participation in WPPI Energy Member Services Programs.  Brooks noted that this is a restatement of the 2007 agreement.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
12. Introduction of New Ordinances
A. Brooks presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2014-15, Adopting 2015 Operating and Capital Budgets and Setting Tax Levies [Sponsors Manring and Cole].

13. Meeting Reminder
A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 11, 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
14. Adjournment.  Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Manring to adjourn at 8:26 p.m.  Motion approved 6-0.
Judy Walton, City Clerk
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