Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, September 9, 2014, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Jim Brooks, Rick Cole, Cheryl Fuchs, Barb Jacobson, Ben Ladick, Gene Lewis, and James Montgomery.  Alderperson Josh Manring was absent.  Others present:  City Administrator/Finance Director Ian Rigg, City Clerk Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Greg Johnson and Maureen Schiel of Ehlers, Library Board member Susan Kruser, Kelly Gildner of The Review, City Engineer Brian Berquist, Fran Zell of Move to Amend, Senate District #15 candidate Rep. Janis Ringhand, Jerry Roth and Doreen Treuden of the Evansville Community School District, and several members of the public. 
3. Approval of Agenda.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 7-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to waive the reading of the minutes of the August 12, 2014 regular meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 7-0.
5. Civility reminder.  Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city meetings.
6. Citizen appearances
A. Fran Zell, on behalf of the Move to Amend organization, explained that they are going to be collecting signatures this fall and will be presenting those to the Council in hopes of getting a resolution on the Spring 2015 ballot asking voters to help overturn the Supreme Court’s 2010 Citizens United decision.  She stated that 42 Wisconsin municipalities have passed resolutions in support of Move to Amend.
Representative Janis Ringhand spoke in favor of the resolution.
B. Evansville Community School District Administrator Jerry Roth, and Business Manager Doreen Trueden presented information for 2 referendum questions that will appear on the November 4th ballot.
They presented a 5 year budget history and the components of those budgets; categories of future needs, information that was obtained through a community survey; and the property tax impact if the referendum were approved.
C. Public Hearing regarding Assessments for Main Street and Maple Street Improvements.

(1). City Engineer Brian Berquist walked through the specifics of the project.  The dip in Main Street at Prentice will be fixed along with other grading to help with standing water.  He anticipates no interruption in utility, mail, trash, or emergency services.
(2). There was no initial discussion by Council.
(3). Decker opened the public hearing at 7:38 p.m.
Robin Powers, 475 W Main Street, stated it would have been helpful if the notice would have included the good information that was provided by the City Engineer at this meeting, for example no change in trash pickup.  He also wondered how they were going to be able to pay the bill as it was substantial and without much notice.  He asked why there were assessments for this project when there were none for the work on Main Street done a couple of years ago.  Berquist explained that the previous project was done with funds from a grant and there are specific rules about not assessing for the work if it is funded that way.  Terms of repayment will be determined at a meeting after the work is completed.
Dana Basch, 477 W Main Street, asked if there was any consideration given on what they should be charged because they live on one of the busiest streets and it needs repair more often.  Berquist responded that no, the city has set a policy on how to assess property owners equally.
Decker closed the public hearing at 7:42 p.m.

(4). Brooks noted past practice was to allow a 10-year repayment schedule for the assessments and the interest rate for this project should be similar to the Garfield Street project which was 2%.
(5). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to adopt Resolution 2014-15, A Preliminary Resolution Declaring Intent to Levy Special Assessments Under Municipal Police Power Pursuant to §66.0703, Wisconsin Statutes.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
D. There were no other citizen appearances.
7. Reports of Committees

A. Library Board Report.  Library Board Member Susan Kruser reported on a number of attendance records including 215 people attending programs in August; they are bringing back the computer one on one program; and the summer reading program was a success.
B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Ladick reported the open house went well; the fundraiser held through Bridgett’s Bakery went well; and September 17th is the first early release day – attendance usually goes up.
C. Plan Commission Report.  Decker reported that they spent quite a bit of time on the smart growth update.
D. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report
(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $925,372.44.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Greg Johnson and Maureen Schiel of Ehlers presented a Financial Overview of the city.  Using the draft 2013 audit they gave the status of key benchmarks for fund balance and G.O. debt management, an overview of current debt, and an overview of the TIF districts.
General fund balance liquidity remains one of the key factors evaluated by rating agencies and Johnson commented that the city was, and should continue to be, commended for the policies that are in place.

(3). Decker explained that after the decision was made on the SWAG project, there were questions as to what the impact would have been on the community.  Ehlers prepared a chart showing that, if there was no other revenue available to pay debt service, the cost for a home valued at $150,000 would have a property tax impact starting at $182.95 in 2015 and gradually decreasing to $150.55 in 2034.
(4). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve policies for Respectful Workplace, Employee Conduct and Work Rules, Unlawful Harassment Policy (including Sexual Harassment), Health and Safety, Firearms, Intoxication and Controlled Substances, Smoking and Tobacco, Loss of Driver’s License, City Property, Conflict of Interest, Gifts and Gratuities, Dress and Grooming, Bulletin Boards, Political Activity, Outside Employment, and Confidential Information.
Brooks reviewed each of the proposed changes.

Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to strike Causing intentional strife or discord in the workplace. under the Employee Conduct and Work Rules section.  Motion approved 4-3 with Brooks, Cole, and Ladick opposing.
It was noted that under Section 8-5 Firearms, paragraph 2 should be split into two separate paragraphs.

(5). It was noted that the Financial Audit of year ending December 31, 2013 was completed and distributed.  Many of the highlights were presented by Ehlers.
E. Public Safety Committee Report.  Jacobson reported that City Administrator/Finance Director Ian Rigg attended the last meeting and pointed out an upcoming project will be to bring certain city street signs into compliance with current law.  EPD received a $4,000 grant through “Click It or Ticket”; officers participated in the annual “Drive Sober of Get Pulled Over” campaign; Jamison Davis left in July; and there were 908 calls for service and 69 license plate transactions in August.  EMS Chief Mary Beaver has graduated from the EMS Academy; new protocols took effect September 1, 2014; and there were 36 calls for service in August.
F. Municipal Services Report.  Brooks reported that they are working on the 2015 budget; they had a visit from the community garden group regarding water location and from Montana Leggett regarding the cemetery flag poles.  He, Mark Sendelbach, and Mayor Decker will be attending the WPPI Annual Meeting on September 11th and 12th.
G. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported they are working on the 2015 budget and smart growth goals.
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Fuchs reported their last meeting was held at Wind Prairie Park where they got a quick tour.  There has been a lot of overgrowth occurring and the plan is to start restoring the park by first cutting and clearing brush and conduct a burn in the spring.  They discussed the upper and lower diamond repairs and improvements, and the skating rink at Lake Leota Park; and the community garden at Westside Park.  She added there are a number of projects going on that are all done by volunteers.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  Lewis reported they had an application for porch restoration at 234 W Liberty; fence installation and door restoration at 143 W Liberty; and upper and lower diamond repairs and improvements, as did Park Board.
K. Fire District Report.  Montgomery reported there was concern that the City of Evansville wasn’t being fully represented at meetings.  This was resolved after discussing with the Mayor.  They are discussing changing to LED lighting to cut costs; repairs, to be covered under warranty, are needed with some of the trucks; and they are looking at possibly increasing the fire fighters wages within the current budget. 
L. Police Commission Report.  No report.
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker reported they met on August 18th and discussed the smart growth survey.  They will be looking at ways to increase water conservation.
N. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
8. Unfinished Business.
A. Brooks presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve Ordinance 2014-11, Rezoning Territory from Residential District One (R-1) Zoning to Local Business District (B-1) Zoning (Maple Grove Family Dental), finding that the potential public benefits outweigh any and all potential adverse impacts of the proposed rezoning as identified in Section 130-174(3)a-c of City ordinances, after taking into consideration the proposal by the applicant and the recommendation of the Plan Commission.
Decker directed Council to the staff report and the items requiring consideration before taking action.

Motion approved 7-0.

9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor
A. Decker reminded Council of the League of Wisconsin Municipalities Annual Conference in Middleton, October 15-17.  Early Bird registration deadline was extended to Wednesday, September 17.

B. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve the Mayoral appointment of Jerry Hels, 414 S Sixth Street, to the Park & Recreation Board for an unexpired term ending in 2016.  Decker explained this is to replace Randy Withrow.  Motion approved 7-0.
10. New Business.  None
11. Introduction of New Ordinances

A. Brooks presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2014-12, Amending Section 6, Election District Designation, of the March 26, 2014 Evansville Ford Annexation [Sponsors Brooks and Manring].

B. Brooks presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2014-10, Creating City of Evansville Ward #9 In Aldermanic District #3, Rock County Supervisory District 2 [Sponsors Brooks and Manring].

C. Brooks presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2014-13 Amending City Administrator Residency Requirement [Sponsors Brooks and Manring].

D. Brooks presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2014-14, Amending Chapter 14, Animals.  [Sponsors Fuchs and Montgomery].
12. Meeting Reminders.
A. Budget presentations meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 25th, 6:00 p.m., at City Hall.

B. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 14, 6:30 p.m., at City Hall.
13. Adjournment.  Cole made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to adjourn at 8:56 p.m.  Motion approved 7-0.
Judy Walton, City Clerk
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