Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, July 8, 2014, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Jim Brooks, Rick Cole, Cheryl Fuchs, Barb Jacobson, Ben Ladick, Gene Lewis, Josh Manring, and James Montgomery.  Others present:  City Clerk Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Library Director Megan Kloeckner, Steve Hintz from Public Administration Associates, LLC, and David Ehlinger. 
3. Approval of Agenda.  Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 8-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to waive the reading of the minutes of the June 10, 2014 regular meeting and June 23, 2014 special meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 8-0.
5. Civility reminder.  Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city meetings.
6. Citizen appearances.  None
7. Reports of Committees

A. Library Board Report.  Kloeckner reported that the summer reading program is going really well.  At their last meeting they adopted the strategic plan for the library.
B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Ladick reported that, although final numbers are not available, the 4th of July fundraising appears to have been successful.
C. Plan Commission Report.  Decker reported they approved a conditional use permit for commercial animal boarding at 295 S Union Street.
D. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $798,615.97.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve policies for Equal Opportunity Employer, Hiring Authority, Advertising and Posting, Confidentiality, Pre-Employment Background Checks, Residency, Nepotism, Orientation Program, Probationary/Introductory Period, Bonds, Indemnity, Personnel File, Personnel Status Change, Health and Medical Records, and Performance Evaluation.
Brooks pointed out each of the proposed changes.


Motion approved 7-1 on a roll call vote with Montgomery opposing.

(3). Decker reminded Council that 2015 Budget discussions should be starting on the capital budget, followed by the operating budget.
(4). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to approve conducting a wage study in 2014.
Decker explained that a wage study looks at each individual job by duties, not by title.  We received over 100 applications for our last public works opening and only 1 application for the lineman, raising the question of whether we have the right wage scales.

Motion approved 5-4 on a roll call vote with Mayor Decker voting aye after a tie vote.  Ayes:  Jacobson, Ladick, Brooks, and Cole.  Nays:  Fuchs, Lewis, Manring, and Montgomery.
(5). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve a certified DNR appraisal of the Cadman property.
Decker gave a brief history of the property.  The owners approached the city about selling the property and they had an appraisal done.  It would be in the best interest for the city to have their own appraisal done.

Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to amend the motion adding up to $5,000.  Amendment approved 7-1 with Montgomery opposing.

Main motion, as amended, approved 7-1 on a roll call vote with Montgomery opposing.
E. Public Safety Committee Report
(1). Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve an amendment to the Class “B” Beer/ “Class B” Liquor License for Pete’s Inn Inc., Linda A. Church, Agent, 555 S. Fifth Street, Evansville WI 53536, d/b/a Pete’s Inn Inc., 14 N Madison Street, Evansville WI 53536 for their 17th anniversary party / Chamber of Commerce 8th Annual Raffle to be held on August 2nd, 2014 from 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Motion approved 8-0.

Jacobson reported the Evansville Jays are having a 5K run/walk on July 27th and the 2nd annual Wheels Against Weeds on September 20th.
EMS had 32 calls for service in June; they conducted water rescue training at the pool; and Kids Korners visited the station on June 30th.
The Police Department is preparing for the Rock County National Night Out event and are looking for volunteers; they plan to be at the Rock County 4H Fair tent on July 24th; Landon Flora was appointed as a part time officer; and in June there were 944 calls for service and 54 license plate transactions.
F. Municipal Services Report.  Brooks commended the Department of Public Works and Water & Light employees on a great job done during the recent storms.  The Garfield project should be wrapped up soon and the Main Street, Maple Street, and East-Side Rebuild projects will begin in August.
G. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported they are starting to take a look at the action items for the comprehensive plan process.  The Tourism Committee will be working on their budget.
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Fuchs stated they are meeting next week.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  No report.
K. Fire District Report.  Montgomery stated they only had routine business on the agenda.
L. Police Commission Report.  As reported under Public Safety, Landon Flora was appointed as a part time officer.
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker stated the meeting was re-scheduled for August.
N. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
8. Unfinished Business.  None.
9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor
A. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve Rock County Memorandum of Understanding for Planner Services.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
B. Decker pointed out that the League of Wisconsin Municipalities Annual Conference will be held at the Marriot West, Madison on October 15th – 17th.  Because this is within driving distance, any overnight accommodations are the responsibility of the attendee.
10. New Business.  None
11. Introduction of New Ordinances.  None
12. Meeting Reminders
A. A special meeting will be held on Friday, July 18th at Creekside Place at 5:30 p.m. to meet the City Administrator/Finance Director finalists.
B. A special meeting will be held on Saturday, July 19th at City Hall at 7:45 a.m. to interview the City Administrator/Finance Director finalists.
C. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 12th at City Hall at 6:30 p.m.
13. Closed Session.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Cole to convene in closed session pursuant to Sec. 19.85(1)(c), Wis. Stats., considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governing body has jurisdiction or authority and will not reconvene in open session.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote at 7:20 p.m.
14. Adjournment.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to adjourn at 9:55 p.m.  Motion approved 8-0.
Judy Walton, City Clerk
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