Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, December 10, 2013, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Jim Brooks, Cheryl Fuchs, Barb Jacobson, Ben Ladick, James Montgomery, and Jon Senn.  Alderperson Josh Manring was absent.  Others present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Attorney Mark Kopp, City Clerk Judy Walton, Community Development Director Nicole Sidoff, Library Director Megan Kloeckner, Phil Nevel, Attorney Buck Sweeney, Tom Davis, and Nicole Badeau. 
3. Approval of Agenda.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Senn to move Items 7D1, 7D2, and 7J2 to immediately follow Item 7A and approve the agenda.  Motion approved 6-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Senn to waive the reading of the minutes of the November 12 regular meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 6-0.

5. Civility reminder.  Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city meetings.
6. Citizen appearances.  None
7. Reports of Committees

A. Library Board Report.  Kloeckner distributed copies of their winter programs schedule.  She reported that she and Laura will be meeting for spring planning; she will be interviewing for the Library Clerk position this week and next; and the state architect from the historical society will be visiting on Friday to look at the work needed on the exterior of the building.  
B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Ladick reported that the Wii stopped working for a couple of weeks but then just started working again; Becky Bartlett introduced herself at the Middle School staff meeting and explained what the Youth Center does; and there is a scheduled respite care meeting for families that have children with disabilities at the Youth Center on January 10th; the United Way of Milwaukee made a great donation to the Youth Center; and currently there are 92 registered kids that are utilizing the center.
C. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report.
(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Senn to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $785,507.37.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.

(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Senn to approve policies for Temporary Assignment Compensation, Longevity Bonus, Overtime Compensatory Time and Call-In Pay, Standby Procedures and Compensation, and Clothing Allowance.
Wietecha explained that with the existing union contract for general employees expiring at the end of the month, any of its provisions different from or not covered in the city’s existing personnel policy will end.  Although there is a desire for employee input for any other changes to the personnel policy these proposals are intended to catch the most immediate changes in order to maintain a fairly status quo environment.
Brooks made a motion, seconded by Ladick to amend the motion by adding language as follows:

Standby Procedures and Compensation.

One (1) Water & Light field employee and one (1) Public Works field employee shall take standby duty (on-call with a pager or cell phone) with each employee expected to take a turn on a rotating basis for each one week period from 3:30 pm on Friday through 3:30 pm the following Friday.
Motion to amend approved 6-0.

Jacobson made a motion to amend the language regarding longevity pay.  She rescinded her motion as a change at this time would affect the 2014 adopted budget.
Main motion, as amended, approved 5-1 on a roll call vote with Montgomery opposing.
(3). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Senn to approve 2014-2016 collective bargaining agreement with Wisconsin Professional Police Association.
Wietecha gave an overview of the changes from the prior contract.

Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.

(4). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Senn to approve 2015-2017 lease extension with US Postal Service.

Wietecha explained that this is a 3-year, non-renewable lease.  Rent increased from $18,600 per year to $23,000 per year.

Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.

(5). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Senn to approve non-represented employee wages.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
(6). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Senn to approve represented general employee base wages.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
D. Plan Commission Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Senn to approve the preliminary and final certified survey map (CSM) to split parcel 6-27-585, located at 445 E. Main St.
Sidoff explained that both this agenda item and the next are for the same property.  The request is to split off 1.78 acres, rezone it to I-1, and sell that to Tom Davis who would develop it for a contractor’s shop.  The parent parcel would remain zoned Agriculture.  She noted that the remaining parent parcel would not conform to the lot dimension requirements of the Agriculture District but believes that is not an issue as the parcel does not conform as it exists currently.
Attorney Buck Sweeney, representing Tom Davis, commented that this is a great location for a contractor’s shop and they will be raising the elevation due to the location in the floodplain.
Motion approved 6-0.

(2). Brooks presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Senn to approve Ordinance 2013-12, Rezoning Territory from Agriculture (A) to Light Industrial (I-1).

Sidoff stated that at least one of four factors needs to be present for a rezoning to be considered.  In this case three out of four possible factors are present which she believes presents a good case for the rezoning.

Tom Davis thanked the Council for their time and consideration.

Decker added that the rezoning is consistent with the City of Evansville’s Comprehensive Plan.

Motion approved 6-0.

E. Public Safety Committee Report.  Jacobson reported that the Evansville Police Department will receive the results of the Accreditation Assessment on December 20th.  EMS is applying to the state for a one-year pilot program for carrying and administering Narcan for drug overdoses.
F. Public Works Committee Report

(1). Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve application to State Energy Office for grant toward energy efficient pump upgrades for the sanitary sewer system.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
G. Water & Light Committee Report.  Brooks reported that they are working with the Public Works Committee to combine the two departments.  The 5th Street infrastructure project continues; and the budgeted amount for purchased power will be less than expected but they are expecting high increases for 2015 and 2016.
H. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported they are looking into microloan programs through WWBIC, along with possibly providing a business plan boot-camp for area businesses.  Nicole Sidoff attended the SWAG meeting last week.
I. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
J. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  
(1). Fuchs made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve the closure of Leonard-Leota Park’s interior roads until April 1, 2014 with the exception of giving the Boy Scout Troop 514 a key in order to open the road for their meetings – the roads will be locked by a city employee the next morning.
The gate will be locked the next morning instead of that night in the event someone other than those attending the meeting enters the park and are still there when the meeting ends, potentially locking them in the park.

Motion approved 6-0. 
(2). Sidoff gave a power point presentation on the criteria used to create the proposed plan.

Brooks thanked the Park and Recreation Board and Sidoff for all the hard work they did on preparing the plan.

Fuchs stated that Sidoff did the bulk of the work and it is a wonderful plan.

Fuchs made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve Resolution 2013-15, Adopting City of Evansville Park and Outdoor Recreation Plan 2013-2018.  Motion approved 6-0.
K. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  No report
L. Fire District Report.  Jacobson reported that repairs will be needed on one of the trucks.
M. Police Commission Report.  No report.
N. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker reported that their next meeting is scheduled for January 8th at 7:00 a.m.
O. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
8. Unfinished Business.
A. Brooks presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to approve Ordinance 2013-09, Amending Chapter 2 of the Municipal Code, Relative to Criminal Background Checks.  [Sponsors Brooks and Jacobson].  Motion approved 6-0.
9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.  Decker reported that the Lions had asked her to speak at their last meeting and she talked about demographics, some from the park plan.  Afterwards she was informed by one of the members that the Lions will be involved with the shelter at Westside Park and also with repair, perhaps painting, at the upper shelter at Leonard Leota Park.
She also reported that there has not been anyone coming forward for the vacant Alderperson seat.  Mike Olson had expressed interest and has attended meetings but needs approval from the Army.  She asked for Council to send any names of interested persons to her.  In addition, it is extremely important for all of the Council to be present at meetings due to the vacancy.
10. Communications from the City Administrator
A. Wietecha stated he will be conducting performance reviews in the coming weeks and asked Council for any comments.
11. New Business

A. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Senn to renew City membership in Chamber of Commerce for 2014.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
B. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Senn to approve appointment of Election Inspectors for 2014-2015.  Motion approved 6-0.
12. Introduction of New Ordinances

A. Brooks presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2013-10, Amending Chapter 102 of the Municipal Code, Relative to Solid Waste.
B. Brooks presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2013-11, Amending Chapter 26 of the Municipal Code, Relative to Cemetery.
13. Meeting Reminders
A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 14, 2014, 6:30 p.m. at City Hall

14. Adjournment.  Senn made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to adjourn at 8:28 p.m.  Motion approved 6-0.
Prepared by Judy Walton, City Clerk

The minutes are not official until approved by the Common Council at their next regular meeting.
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