Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, November 12, 2013, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Jim Brooks, Cheryl Fuchs, Barb Jacobson, Ben Ladick, Josh Manring, James Montgomery, and Jon Senn.  Others present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Attorney Mark Kopp, City Clerk Judy Walton, Community Development Director Nicole Sidoff, Library Director Megan Kloeckner, Kelly Gildner from The Evansville Review, Mike Olson, 647 W Main Street, Evansville, and Lori Allen, 803 Brown School Road, Evansville.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to remove Item 10A and approve the agenda.  Motion approved 8-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Manring to waive the reading of the minutes of the October 8 regular meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 8-0.
5. Civility reminder.  Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city meetings.
6. Citizen appearances
A. Public Hearing: 2014 Operating Budget.

(1). Wietecha explained that this is a unique budget.  We were able to tax to the max, increase the levy, and yet reduce the mill rate.  He pointed out several items in the proposed budget which included the revisions by the Finance Committee on November 7th.
(2). There was no initial discussion by Council for clarification.

(3). Public Hearing.  Decker opened the public hearing at 6:52 p.m.  Nicole Sidoff thanked the Council for a very positive budget process.  She said she respects the leadership of the administration and elected officials who value their employees and she appreciates the opportunity to be an employee of the city.  Decker closed the public hearing at 6:53 p.m.
(4). Final discussion by Council.  Braunschweig stated that staff, department heads, and the Council did a good job on the budget.  It is nice to be able to spend money on needed projects after being very lean the last several years.
(5). Braunschweig presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve Ordinance 2013-07, Adopting 2014 Operating and Capital Budgets and Setting Tax Levies, referring to the revised version of Ordinance 2013-07.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
7. Reports of Committees

A. Library Board Report.  Kloeckner reported that they are almost done with the strategic plan and it should be approved by the Library Board this month.  The next steps will be the space and needs analysis, which will be done for free, and to meet with an architect for a conceptual study.  
Exterior work needs to be done on the library and she has applied to the Historical Preservation Committee for a permit.
B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Ladick shared some of fun things that they do at the Youth Center; let’s cook night, bowling night at the bowling alley, Wii tournaments and air hockey tournaments, pumpkin carving and a Zombie Halloween night at Creekside.  They have completed some leaf raking, building maintenance and changing some huge, gigantic furnace filters.
C. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report.
(1). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Senn to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $1,627,519.51.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve Resolution 2013-12, Approving a Fund Transfer.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
D. Plan Commission Report
(1). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Senn to approve the preliminary and final certified survey map (CSM) to split parcel 6-27-933, located at 288 N. Fourth Street, finding that the CSM is in the public interest and meets the objectives contained within Section 110-102(g) of the City Code.  Motion approved 8-0.
(2). Smart Growth / Community Survey.  Sidoff explained that the Plan Commission recommended the UW-Oshkosh Business Success Center to conduct a census survey.  The cost will be just under the budgeted amount.
E. Public Safety Committee Report.  Jacobson reported that upcoming events include the Jingle Jog and Chase the Grinch on November 23rd and the Turkey Trot on November 28th.
EMS has had an increase in runs compared to last year.  Ambulance 810 had computer problems that needed to be repaired.
One of the police squads required repair to the transmission.  They will be discussing hiring a new part-time police officer due to Zach Anacker being hired by the City of Milton.  She explained the expenses that part-time officers incur after being hired.  
Assessors from the Wisconsin Law Enforcement Accreditation Group will begin their on-site assessment on November 19th.  A public information session will be held on November 20th at 5:00 p.m. in the council chambers.
(1). Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve 2014-2015 Purchase of Services Agreement with Rock County Humane Society.  Wietecha pointed out that this is a 2 year contract versus the previous 1 year contact and there is a flat fee versus the prior per animal fee.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
F. Public Works Committee Report.  No report.
G. Water & Light Committee Report.  Brooks reported that they are working hard on a job description for combining the Public Works and Water & Light Departments.
Mayor Decker, Mark Sendelbach and himself went to Green Lake to the WPPI Business Planning meeting and the Executive Committee meeting the next morning.
H. Economic Development Committee Report.  No report.
I. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
J. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Fuchs reported that they approved the 5-year Park and Outdoor Recreation Plan and that will be forwarded to the Council for approval in December.  She said Community Development Director Nicole Sidoff did a super job on the plan; it is very comprehensive, it is very easy to read and understand, and sets out a lot of positive and forward looking items for the future.
They are discussing the possibility of closing the park roads for a couple of months in the winter.
K. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  No report.
L. Fire District Report.  Jacobson reported that they are working on a policy for new hires.
M. Police Commission Report.  No report.
N. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker reported that they reviewed items for new members and they will meet again in January.
O. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
8. Unfinished Business.
A. Braunschweig presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve Ordinance 2013-08, Relative to Compensation for Mayor.  [Sponsors Alderpersons Braunschweig and Brooks].  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor
A. Decker directed Council’s attention to the Veterans Day Proclamation she presented at the high school yesterday.
B. She and Dave Wartenweiler attended the League of Wisconsin Municipalities annual conference.  During the opening session they had the author who wrote Boom Town.  They talked about things that make small communities thrive.  The presentation was inspiring and each person was given a copy of the book.
C. Mason Braunschweig resigned from the Common Council and took a seat in the audience for the remainder of the meeting.
D. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Senn to approve Resolution 2013-14, Commending Mason Braunschweig for His Service to the City of Evansville.  Motion approved 7-0.  Brooks read aloud the resolution and Mayor Decker presented Mason with a key to the city.
E. Decker explained that interested parties should submit a letter to the City Clerk and the Council would appoint someone to fill the vacancy in December.
F. Decker opened the floor for nominations for Council President.  Manring nominated Jim Brooks.  There were no other nominations.  Brooks was elected Council President on a vote of 7-0. 
G. Manring made a motion, seconded by Senn to approve the mayoral appointment of Alderperson Jim Brooks for an unexpired term to the Plan Commission.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
H. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve the mayoral appointment of Alderperson Jon Senn for an unexpired term to the Finance and Labor Relations Committee.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
I. Senn made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve the mayoral appointment of Alderperson Jim Brooks as Chair of the Finance and Labor Relations Committee.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
10. Communications from the City Administrator.
A. Motion to approve 2014-2016 collective bargaining agreement with Wisconsin Professional Police Association.  Item removed from agenda.
11. New Business.  No report.
12. Introduction of New Ordinances.
A. Brooks presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2013-09, Amending Chapter 2 of the Municipal Code, Relative to Criminal Background Checks.  [Sponsors Brooks and Jacobson].
B. Brooks presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2013-12, Rezoning Territory from Agriculture (A) to Light Industrial (I-1).
13. Meeting Reminders.
A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 10th, 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.
14. Adjournment.  Senn made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to adjourn at 7:35 p.m.  Motion approved 7-0.
Prepared by Judy Walton, City Clerk
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