Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, October 8, 2013, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Jim Brooks, Cheryl Fuchs, Barb Jacobson, Ben Ladick, Josh Manring, James Montgomery, and Jon Senn.  Others present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Attorney Mark Kopp, City Clerk Judy Walton, Library Director Megan Kloeckner, Kelly Gildner from The Evansville Review, and Mike Olson, 647 W Main Street, Evansville.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Senn to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 8-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Senn to waive the reading of the minutes of the September 10 regular meeting and the September 26 and September 28 special meetings and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 8-0.   
5. Civility reminder.  Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city meetings.
6. Citizen appearances.  None.
7. Reports of Committees.
A. Library Board Report.  Kloeckner reported that the next library expansion planning committee will meet in late October or early November.  She shared with the Council the 2013 Fall Library Activities brochure.
B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Ladick was absent from the meeting.  Decker reported that Sergeant Reese shared with her the importance of the center for the kids that attend.  Officer Laufenberg visits almost every shift.  Fuchs said she has noticed that it is being utilized more this year. Wietecha added that attendance is averaging over 30 a day.
C. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report.
(1). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Manring to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $1,055,540.22.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to remove from the table the original motion made by Braunschweig, seconded by Brooks, to approve Exclusive Solid Waste and Recyclables Collection and Disposal Contract with Advanced Disposal Services Solid Waste Midwest, LLC, from 2014 through 2020.  Motion approved 8-0.
Wietecha pointed out the changes made to the contract since it had been presented to Council in September.
Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(3). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve engagement letter with Johnson Block & Company, Inc. for financial audit of the year ended December 31, 2013.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(4). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve Resolution 2013-13, Final Resolution Authorizing Public Improvement and Levying Special Assessments against Benefitted Property in Evansville, Wisconsin.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
D. Plan Commission Report.  No report, October meeting was cancelled.
E. Public Safety Committee Report.
(1). Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve County Wide Dispatch – Enhanced 9-1-1 agreement.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
F. Public Works Committee Report.  Braunschweig reported that the Garfield project is done until spring and the Hillside Court project is completed.
G. Water & Light Committee Report.  Brooks reported that the Old Highway 92 project is done and they are setting poles on 5th Street.  He and Mark Sendelbach will be attending the WPPI business meeting October 24th – 25th.
H. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported that they are discussing the Revolving Loan Fund.
I. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
J. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Fuchs reported that they are meeting next Monday and will discuss the draft Park and Outdoor Recreation Plan.
K. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  No report.
L. Fire District Report.  Jacobson reported that the new truck is here and there was a good turnout for the spaghetti fundraiser.
M. Police Commission Report.  No report.
N. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker reported that they are meeting Wednesday morning, October 9th.  They last met in February, 2012.
O. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
8. Unfinished Business.
A. Fuchs presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Montgomery to approve Ordinance 2013-06, Amending Chapter 46 of the City Code regarding Safe and Sanitary Maintenance of Property.  [Sponsors: Alderpersons Fuchs and Montgomery].

There was a lengthy discussion about the wording of the proposed ordinance, mainly the “attractive appearance” references as that would depend on the individual inspector and the intent of the ordinance was to focus more on the safety issues.
Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring to table the motion and send this back to the committee.  Motion approved 8-0.

B. Discussion and possible motion regarding Westside Park.  Council discussed whether or not to pursue acquisition of land that could be used for future expansion of the park.  The infrastructure is in, a restructured development plan would waive future parkland fees so cash would not be needed for the land, the city would then own the property ensuring expansion as a possibility.  If expansion was not necessary or was not wanted due to concerns with increased traffic and noise, the city could sell the property.
Council gave direction to the City Administrator to negotiate the possible purchase.

9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor

A. Manring made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve the Mayoral appointment of Krista Korfmacher, 13939 West North Ridge Drive, to the Tourism Subcommittee of the Economic Development Committee for an unexpired term ending in 2014.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
10. Communications from the City Administrator.
A. Wietecha asked Council for their ideas on utilizing social media and if any of them would be willing to help build the framework for a policy.
B. Wietecha shared a copy of a press release and open house notice with Council.  The DNR and FEMA are inviting the public to view new preliminary floodplain maps.  A copy of the notice will be mailed October 10th to all City of Evansville property owners in the floodplain.
C. Wietecha wanted Council to be aware that he had received a question regarding political activity at city hall and his thoughts are that demonstration type activity that does not disrupt work at city hall and does not block the sidewalk or entrance should be allowed.
11. New Business.  None
12. Introduction of New Ordinances
A. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2013-07, Adopting 2014 Operating and Capital Budgets and Setting Tax Levies.
B. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2013-08, Relative to Compensation for Mayor.  [Sponsors Alderpersons Braunschweig and Brooks].
13. Meeting Reminders.
A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 12th, 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.
14. Adjournment.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Senn to adjourn at 7:52 p.m.  Motion approved 8-0.
Prepared by Judy Walton, City Clerk

The minutes are not official until approved by the Common Council at their next regular meeting.
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