Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, August 13, 2013, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Jim Brooks, Cheryl Fuchs, Barb Jacobson, Ben Ladick, Josh Manring, James Montgomery, and Jon Senn.  Others present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Attorney Mark Kopp, City Clerk Judy Walton, Community Development Director Nicole Sidoff, Library Director Megan Kloeckner, Kelly Gildner from The Evansville Review, Greg Johnson from Ehlers & Associates, Ron Combs from Combs and Associates, Dick Woulfe, Dave Mueller, Bill Hurtley, Todd Culbertson, Bev Krueger, Lori Allen, John Morning, and other members of the public.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Manring to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion approved 8-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Senn to waive the reading of the minutes of the July 9, 2013, regular meeting and to approve them as presented with the following correction to Item #7L – for the new truck for equipment for the new truck.  Motion, with correction, approved 8-0.
5. Civility reminder.  Recognition of the commitment to civility and decorum at city meetings.
6. Citizen appearances.  None
7. Reports of Committees

A. Library Board Report.  Kloeckner reported that the month of July was very busy.  The Library Planning Committee met and will follow up with one additional meeting.  They continue to review the survey results and find that people feel the library is too small and in need of more computer space.
B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Ladick reported that past attendance has averaged 18 – 19 per night; the 4th of July fundraising well exceeded last year; and there is an open house scheduled for August 29th.
C. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $1,047,015.85.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote. 
(2). Fiscal Overview.

a. Wietecha presented his fiscal overview for the 2014 budget with a “hold steady” budget target.  He presented data on historic tax rates as a whole, as levied by the different taxing jurisdictions, and the breakdown of the city levy by departments.

He shared the comparison of the City of Evansville’s residential water rates to averages in Dane, Green, and Rock County with Evansville being about mid-range.  For sewer rates, Evansville was in the lower third when compared to municipalities with a population of 4,000 – 6,000.  The electric rates were based on estimates and Evansville was both higher and lower than the other providers.
He presented information on levy limits, expenditure restraint program, and general obligation debt limits.
b. Greg Johnson of Ehlers and Associates presented information on the City of Evansville’s outstanding general obligation debt, debt capacity, and allocation of debt service; the status of each of the 4 TID’s; the bonds for the water, electric and sewer utilities; and key financial indicators.
(3). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve Resolution 2013-08, amending the City of Evansville’s Fee Schedule.  Montgomery noted that a typo needed to be corrected by replacing the word ouble with double.  Motion, with correction, approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
D. Plan Commission Report
(1). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to remove from the table the motion to approve the sale of parcel 6-27-684.4 with contingencies.  Motion approved 8-0.

Bev Krueger, 339 E Main Street, Evansville, stated that she would need to pay approximately $450 - $800 in order to survey this parcel.  She gave a brief history of the property and offered to purchase it for $500.  Council inquired about rezoning costs that the purchaser would be responsible for, the size of the property, and the fact that the property will not be used by the city as it had originally planned.
Motion to approve the sale of parcel 6-27-684.4 with contingencies at a sale price of $500 approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.

E. Public Safety Committee Report.  Jacobson reported that the Evansville Night Out will be held on Thursday, August 15th with a pool party following.  Both events are free.
The Police Department has had a meeting with residents that are interested in forming a neighborhood watch; they have hired a part-time officer, Jamie Davis; coop student Josh Chenoweth started on June 10th; the July calls for service were 1,142; they did 64 license plates transactions; accreditation on-site evaluation will be in November and Chief McElroy hopes to be accredited by January 1, 2014; they are participating in the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign which runs from August 16th  – September 2nd.
EMS had 312 ambulance runs over the period of January 1st – July 31st up 67 runs from the same period last year; as of July 11th they were approved by the state to utilize manual defibrillation on all pulse-less non-breather calls.
Both departments are busy working on budget.
F. Public Works Committee Report.  Braunschweig reported that the Garfield Avenue project is moving forward.
G. Water & Light Committee Report.  Brooks reported that the Old 92/5th Street project continues; the report on the water tower was included in the City Administrator’s column which was published in the Review; and they are working with WPPI on a timeline for adoption of the AMI’s. 
H. Economic Development Committee Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve letter of support for Southern Wisconsin Agriculture Group (SWAG).  Motion approved 8-0.
I. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
J. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Fuchs reported that they discussed the work being done on the 5-year park plan; they made a motion to approve a request to the Antes Fund to cover the remaining costs for the disc golf course which is approximately $3,000; Westside Park restrooms are open; interim pool supervisor, Jamie Davis, is doing well; and she added that everything continues to go along swimmingly.
K. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  No report.
L. Fire District Report.  Jacobson reported that the new truck will be inspected on August 26th with delivery hopefully the first week of September.  Hepatitis B and TB shots are going to start this week.  
In response to a question by Decker, Jacobson said they are unsure of the status of the sale of the old truck due to lack of a retainer from a potential buyer.
Additionally, discussion on representation and strategic planning will continue.
M. Police Commission Report.  Wietecha reported that they approved hiring Jamie Davis as a part-time officer contingent on passing a drug test and physical.
N. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker reported that she is in the process of contacting the 14 committee members to see who is able to go forward on the committee and then scheduling a meeting possibly in October.
O. Board of Appeals Report.  Wietecha reported they are meeting on August 19th.
8. Unfinished Business.
A. Jacobson presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Senn to adopt Ordinance 2013-05, Amending Chapter 122 of the Municipal Code, Relative to No Parking Zones.  [Sponsors Jacobson and Fuchs].
Todd Culbertson and Dave Mueller separately addressed Council with their concerns on the proposed change to the west side of Railroad Street.
Montgomery questioned whether College Street should actually be College Drive.

Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to amend the motion with the following changes:

Railroad Street, west side, from a point 55 feet north of the East Main Street right-of-way to the alley.

College Street Drive, both sides, from South Fourth Street to West Church Street.

Amendment approved 8-0.  Main motion, as amended, approved 8-0.
9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor

A. Decker reported that she participated in a focus group of the Madison Region Economic Partnership (MadREP) in preparation for a November meeting with the board of MadREP to do an update on the first year of their implementation of their Advance Now initiative.  
10. Communications from the City Administrator

A. 2014 Budget: The date for the department/committee presentations will be on Thursday, September 26th at 5:45 p.m. in the Council Chambers.
B. Wietecha directed Council to the Managing the Visionistas of Urban America article that was included in their packet.  Council commented that it was a good read.
11. New Business

A. Discussion and possible motion regarding payment for traffic impact analysis for Southern Wisconsin Agricultural Group (SWAG) development.

John Morning distributed a handout summarizing the economic impact of the project for the city and the region.  He stated they want to request that the City of Evansville pay for the traffic study for this project.
Ron Combs, Combs & Associates, explained that the traffic study that was done in 2006 is considered outdated by the Department of Transportation and therefore a new one is needed.  Additionally, the developers wish to have two access points off of Highway 14 and the DOT believes the project needs only one.
Mayor Decker expressed concern with spending money on a project without knowing the scope of city involvement expected by SWAG.  John Morning stated they are looking for TIF participation in the amount of approximately $4,000,000.
A lengthy discussion regarding the request to have the city pay for the traffic study followed. 
Manring made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to pay for the traffic impact analysis for Southern Wisconsin Agricultural Group in an amount not to exceed $20,000.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.

12. Introduction of New Ordinances.  None
13. Meeting Reminders
A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 10th, 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.

B. The Committee of the Whole Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, September 28th, 8:00 a.m. at Creekside Place.
14. Adjournment.  Manring made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to adjourn at 8:42 p.m.  Motion approved 8-0.
Prepared by Judy Walton, City Clerk
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