Common Council

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, February 12, 2013, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Jim Brooks, Cheryl Fuchs, Floyd Hayes, Barb Jacobson, Ben Ladick, Jon Senn, and Josh Manring.  Alderperson Mason Braunschweig was absent.  Others present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Library Director Megan Becker, and members of the public.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Hayes made a motion, seconded by Fuchs, to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 7-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Hayes, to waive the reading of the minutes of the January 8, 2013, regular meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 7-0.

5. Civility reminder.  Council noted the reminder of its commitment to civility during meetings.  Council noted the expectation of civility applies to all individuals present or participating in the meeting, including members of the public.
6. Citizen appearances
A. Christina Slaback introduced herself as the new Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce.
7. Reports of Committees

A. Library Board Report.  Library Director Megan Becker reported February has been busy, computer use is up compared to last year, and they have several activities upcoming.
B. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Ladick reported that they have decided against having a Treasurer position on the advisory board, preferring to allow staff to report financial information.  They will be applying for a sign permit to use the marquee.
C. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring, to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $3,186,128.90.  Council noted the bills were inordinately large this month because of property tax settlements.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Brooks presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Manring, to approve Ordinance 2013-01, Regarding City Administrator Position.  [Sponsors Braunschweig and Brooks].  Jacobson commented she wanted to make sure transparency would be maintained in the combined position.  Motion approved 7-0.
(3). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring, to approve the City Administrator / Finance Director position description.  Motion approved 7-0.

(4). Manring made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to approve the updated city organization chart.  Wietecha explained that Board of Appeals and Board of Review had been added since the prior draft.  Motion approved 7-0.

D. Plan Commission Report.  No report.
E. Public Safety Committee Report.  Jacobson reported that the police continue working towards accreditation and that the new cameras have been installed in the squad cars.
(1). Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Hayes to approve Joint Powers Agreement with Rock County for 2013.  Motion approved 7-0.

F. Public Works Committee Report.  Wietecha reported the Garfield Avenue project would open bids in late March and construction would likely start in May.
G. Water & Light Committee Report.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Hayes, to approve travel by the Water & Light Superintendent to attend American Public Power Association (APPA) conference in Kissimmee, Florida, at a cost of up to $2,750.  Brooks explained the city’s policy requires out-of-state travel exceeding $500 requires Common Council approval.  The conference is educational as well as to receive Reliable Public Power Provider recognition.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
H. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported they are discussing wayfinding sign improvements.  He also noted they had reviewed the Chamber website and the completed property database.
I. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
J. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Fuchs reported that citizens are progressing with plans for a peace park and a disc golf course.
K. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  No report.
L. Fire District Report.  Jacobson reported that the firefighters are not presently first responders so Evansville EMS will continue handling those calls.  Senn reported that a verbal offer had been made on the old truck, greatly more than what had been estimated.
M. Police Commission Report.  Wietecha reported the commission had updated its promotion procedures, approved posting of a promotional opportunity for sergeant, and approved creating an eligibility list for officers.
N. Energy Independence Team Report.  No report.
O. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
8. Unfinished Business 
A. Brooks presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Manring, to approve Ordinance 2013-02, Amending Chapter 130 of the Municipal Code Regarding Agricultural Service Uses in the Heavy Industrial (I-2) District.  [Sponsors: Alderpersons Braunschweig and Brooks].  Wietecha explained that no comments had been made at the public hearing but Landmark had subsequently requested increasing the height limit to 210 feet to accommodate their existing structures.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Senn, to amend the motion such that the ordinance would have a 210 foot limit.  Amendment approved 7-0.  Motion, as amended, approved 7-0.

9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.

A. Decker reported that she and Alderperson Brooks would be participating in the League of Wisconsin Municipalities (LWM) lobby corps on February 13.  They will meet with Representative Ringhand and Senators Cullen and Erpenbach.  LWM priorities include restoring shared revenues, eliminating levy limits, and timely financial information.  An additional state legislative concern is for utility customer privacy.  The primary federal legislative concern is to preserve tax-exempt status for municipal bonding.
10. Communications from the City Administrator.  None

11. New Business.  
A. Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Manring, to recommend that the Evansville Fire Protection District engage in planning about the best way to provide quality, efficient, economical fire protection for the region.  Although the city is very concerned about fairness and proportional representation on the Fire District board, this would be a much broader discussion including succession planning, staff coverage, towns served by multiple fire districts, and/or consolidation.
12. Introduction of New Ordinances.  None.
13. Meeting Reminder.
A. The Council discussed schedule conflicts and decided to hold the next regular meeting at 5:45 pm on Tuesday, March 19.
14. Adjournment.  Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Hayes, to adjourn at 7:30 p.m.  Motion approved 7-0.
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