Common Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, April 10, 2012, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll Call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Jim Brooks, Todd Culbertson, Cheryl Fuchs, Floyd Hayes, Barb Jacobson, Joshua Manring, and Tony Wyse.  Others present:  City Clerk Judy Walton, City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Finance Director Lisa Novinska, EMS Coordinator Mary Beaver, District #3 elected  Jon Senn, District #4 elected Ben Ladick, Library Director Kathi Kemp, Library Board President Susan Kruser, and Library Board members Eloise Eager, Bob Flaherty, Kim Miller, Wally Shannon, and Gwen Clendenning, and members of the public. 
3. Approval of Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Culbertson, to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion approved unanimously.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Culbertson, to waive the reading of the minutes of the March 7, 2012, regular meeting and to approve them as presented.    Motion approved unanimously.

5. Citizen appearances.  Newly elected Alderpersons Jon Senn and Ben Ladick, and re-elected County Supervisor Mary Beaver, introduced themselves.  Mary Beaver presented a plaque from the Susan G. Komen Fund in recognition of the local fundraising last fall.
6. Reports of Committees.

A. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  No report.
B. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report.

(1). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to accept the City and Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $1,878,556.45.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
(2). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to approve the Donations and Fundraising Policy.  Wietecha noted revisions to the earlier draft in response to concerns about unspent money at the end of the fiscal year and contemplating a proposed ordinance to permit the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Department to maintain a separate checking account for their fundraising.  Hayes said he believed EMS fundraising should not be considered City money.  Motion approved on a 7-1 roll call vote with Hayes against.
(3). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Fuchs, to approve a transition in the stewardship of the Eager Free Public Library gift funds from the City to the Library Board.  Library Board members said they have recently started some strategic planning, and as they look ahead they anticipate a capital campaign for a library addition.  They are concerned about being able to build the credibility of the Library Board in the eyes of the public and City Council before doing any major fundraising.  They believe managing their own gift and donation funds essential to demonstrating their credibility.  Brooks said he believed there should not be a rush to reverse the 2005 decision to have the City manage the gift funds without first giving that decision a chance to work.  Motion approved on a 7-1 roll call vote with Brooks against.
(4). Braunschweig made a motion ,seconded by Brooks, to approve Resolution 2012-05, Resolution Providing for the Sale of Approximately $460,000 Taxable General Obligation Refunding Bonds.  This will save about $60,000 in interest over the next fifteen years.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
(5). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to approve non-represented employee contracts (as presented with a March 28, 2012, cover memo).  Wietecha reviewed the three-year rolling contract pattern, explained the health insurance correction, discussed the new certifications and training, and explained a couple employees not having new contracts.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
C. Plan Commission Report.  Wietecha reported they approved a conditional use permit (CUP) for a vehicle repair and maintenance facility at 119 East Main Street.
D. Public Safety Committee Report.  Jacobson reported the EMS and Police had toured downtown apartment buildings, new part-time officers were finishing training, the new squad car would be arriving soon, and the new ambulance chassis may be ready by June.
E. Public Works Committee Report.  No report.
F. Water & Light Committee Report.  
(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, contingent on completed application and satisfactory credit check, to approve Shared Savings Funding Agreement with WPPI Energy and Shared Savings Agreement with Baker Manufacturing for a $48,000 loan under the shared savings program.  Brooks explained that the Water & Light Committee had approved the credit check by reviewing Baker’s utility payment history and longevity in the city.  It would involve two agreements, one between WPPI and the City, and the second between the City and Baker.  The loan would pay for lighting upgrades which would be paid by the energy savings within five years.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.

(2). Brooks reported that the utility would be submitting an application in September to the American Public Power Association’s Reliable Public Power Provider (RP3) program to assess operations which should be improved prior to an actual application in the future.  The Committee is reviewing deposit and refund policies.  The winter moratorium for electric disconnects ends next week; residential services with delinquent bills will be disconnect April 18.
G. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported that their upcoming meeting on April 16 would include a proposal to continue the City’s marketing relationship with Discover Wisconsin and a facilitated discussion with the Chamber of Commerce.
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Culbertson reported that a shelter at Westside Park will start this year, another section of creek walls will be rebuilt this year, lake shore will be maintained rather than landscaped this year, and the Civil War commemoration would be in the park on May 18-20.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report. No report.
K. Fire District Report.  Jacobson reported the engine repairs have been completed and the firefighters are purchasing an SUV for meeting travel.
L. Police Commission Report.  No report.
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  No report.
N. Library Board/Liaison Report.  No report.
O. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
7. Unfinished Business.  None.
8. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor

A. Mayoral Proclamation: Recognizing Arbor Day 2012.

B. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Culbertson, to approve Resolution 2012-06, In Support of International Migratory Bird Day 2012.  Motion approved unanimously.
9. Communications from the City Administrator

A. Wietecha said he had received only a few comments on updating the Personnel Policy from department heads and Common Council; he would like additional comments before drafting updates to the policy.
B. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to meet in closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 19.85(1)(e) to discuss negotiations with Union Pacific for reconstruction of the rail crossing on East Main Street.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote at 7:36 pm.

C. The Council returned to open session at 7:51 pm.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Hayes, to direct the City Administrator to negotiate with Union Pacific for reconstruction of the rail crossing on East Main Street.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
10. New Business.  None
11. Introduction of New Ordinances. 
A. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2012-05, Amending Chapter 122 of the Municipal Code, Relative to Emergency Vehicle Parking.  [sponsors Hayes and Jacobson].

B. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2012-06, Amending Chapter 82 of the Municipal Code, Relative to Weapons.  [sponsors Hayes and Jacobson].

C. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2012-07, Amending Chapter 22 of the Municipal Code, Relative to Soda Water Beverage and Nonintoxicating Liquor Licenses.  [sponsors Jacobson and Hayes].

D. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2012-08, Amending Chapter 2 of the Municipal Code, Relative to Emergency Medical Technician Volunteer Funds.  [sponsors Braunschweig and Brooks].
12. Meeting Reminder.

A. Reorganization meeting: Tuesday, April 17.

B. Committee of the Whole:  Saturday, April 21.

C. Next regular meeting: Tuesday, May 8.
13. Adjournment.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to adjourn.  Motion approved unanimously at 7:55 pm.
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