Common Council Special Meeting

Thursday, February 2, 2012, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 South Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Jim Brooks, Cheryl Fuchs, Barb Jacobson, Joshua Manring, and Tony Wyse.  Alderpersons Todd Culbertson and Floyd Hayes were absent.  Others present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Clerk Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, District #3 write-in candidate Randy Withrow, District #4 candidate Ben Ladick, John Gishnock 210 Cemetery Road, and Gene Laschinger and Brian Berquist of Town & Country Engineering.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 6-0.
4. Approval to Defer Minutes.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to defer the reading of the minutes of the January 10, 2012, regular meeting until the February regular meeting.  Motion approved 6-0.
5. Citizen appearances.  None
6. Discussion of City Attorney memo regarding the January vote on confirmation of the mayoral appointment of City Engineer.  City Attorney Mark Kopp stated that the vote taken at the January 10, 2012 Common Council meeting was a no-action vote.  He explained that although seven members of the Council were present only five participated in the vote as two members abstained.  Since a quorum did not vote there was no action taken.
7. Review of mayoral appointment process.  Decker directed Council to the copy of Sections 2-161 through 2-165 of the Municipal Code regarding appointed officials.
She noted that there are 13 appointments to be made by the Mayor, subject to confirmation by the Council, and there is no prescribed method to use in determining who to select for those appointments.  Realizing that it would be difficult to bring the entire Council together for all of them, having a selection panel with position-specific expertise is practical and efficient.
She explained that the confirmation process is not an either/or vote but a vote on a Mayoral appointment of a specific firm or person.
In this appointment, if there is a rejection of the confirmation, the selection panel will go back through the applications and schedule new interviews.
8. Justification for request for proposals for municipal engineering services.  Decker stated that in September, 2011, Council approved RFP’s for engineering services.  Local government officials have a fiduciary responsibility to manage public funds and with engineering fees totaling almost $2.5 million dollars over the last 6 years she believes that our residents would want a review of the engineering services to ensure we are receiving a good value.
9. Notice of Mayoral Appointment.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to waive the seven-day notice on mayoral appointments.  Motion approved 6-0.
10. Confirmation of Mayoral Appointment.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to confirm the mayoral appointment of Town & Country Engineering, Inc. as City Engineer.
Wietecha stated 13 proposals were received and 5 firms were interviewed.  Of the finalists, 2 firms were re-interviewed and references were checked.  Town & Country met the basic needs very well, they have expertise in wastewater treatment facilities, they are exclusive to smaller municipalities, and their references were ecstatic about them.
Gene Laschinger and Brian Berquist of Town & Country Engineering introduced themselves to the Council.  They gave a brief history of the firm and their clients.  Both stated they believe they are a good fit for Evansville.  They provided information on projects they do and don’t do.  
Through discussion with Council they explained that they do not work for developers and therefore avoid conflicts of interest.  They explained their fee schedule and charge-out rates and pointed out that they do not mark up subcontractors.  They provide extensive mapping and GIS services.
At their suggestion, Gene and Brian left the Council Chambers. 
The meeting continued in open session.
Decker spoke of issues that arose in the past when there was a conflict of interest with the City Engineer and the importance of that not occurring again.
Several Council members shared their point of view of the current engineering services and the services outlined by Town and Country. 
Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.

11. Adjournment.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to adjourn at 8:20 p.m.  Motion approved 6-0.
Prepared by Judy Walton, City Clerk

Common Council Meeting February 2, 2012

