Common Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, January 10, 2012, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Appointment of Alderperson District #4.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to appoint Joshua Manring, 56 Cortland Drive, to serve as District Four Alderperson until the April 2012 election.  Motion approved 6-0.
Oath of Office was administered to Joshua Manring by the City Clerk.

Mayor Decker explained the process of aldermanic appointments to the students of the 9th Grade Civics Class that were in attendance.
3. Roll call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Jim Brooks, Todd Culbertson, Cheryl Fuchs, Floyd Hayes, Joshua Manring, and Tony Wyse.  Alderperson Barb Jacobson was absent.  Others present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Clerk Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Kelly Gildner of The Review, Dave Sauer of Cedar Corporation, Brian Berquist of Town & Country Engineering, Dick Woulfe of the Evansville Observer, Youth Center Advisory Board member Greg Kuelz, and members of the 9th Grade Civics Class.
4. Approval of Agenda.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve the agenda.  Decker requested an amendment and Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to delete the word citizen and insert mayoral in Item 9A.  Amendment approved 7-0.  Main motion, as amended, approved 7-0. 
5. Approval of Minutes.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Culbertson to waive the reading of the minutes of the December 13, 2011, regular meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 7-0.
6. Citizen appearances.
A. Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Citizen Participation: opportunity to comment on use of funds to assist construction of Creekside Place Senior/Community Center and other housing, public facilities, and economic development needs.
Wietecha explained that there was a $500,000 grant received for Creekside Place which was to be used within the rules set by the Department of Commerce.  As part of the grant program, a public hearing is required at the close of the project.  He stated that the building is complete and is being used by a variety of different organizations and age groups with strong support for the senior programs.
Decker opened the public hearing at 6:37 p.m.  

Dick Woulfe, 255 E Main Street, asked for clarification on how the CDBG program has changed and asked if the Bio-Diesel Plant and the Eager Economy Building have repaid funds that they received for those projects.
Greg Kuelz stated the Youth Center and B.A.S.E. have used the facility and it is a big asset to their program.
Kelly Gildner stated that the facility and its staff provided excellent service for the family wedding they recently had.

Mayor Decker stated the facility is the city’s new polling place and has been used for city meetings in its board room and the larger areas when the Council Chambers could not accommodate a large group.

Decker closed the public hearing at 6:41 p.m.

In response to questions asked by Dick Woulfe, Wietecha stated that although the Department of Commerce has reorganized, the CDBG program has not changed.

The Bio-Diesel Plant project was not funded by CDBG and the Eager Economy Building will begin repayment in the future per their developer agreement.  He added that Creekside Place does not need to repay the funds they received.

7. Reports of Committees.
A. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Greg Kuelz reported that the ducks have been refurbished and after the snow falls they will start the “Quacking” fundraiser.  The center is reopening now that the school’s second semester has started.  The Wii that went missing has been replaced.  The BASE program on making better decisions continues.
B. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to accept the Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $799,416.84.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to accept the City bills as presented in the amount of $330,061.38.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
(3). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve Amendment to Governmental 457(b) plan for Pension Protection Act of 2006 (PPA); Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Act of 2008 (HEART); and Worker, Retiree and Employer Recovery Act of 2008 (WRERA).  Braunschweig explained that this will bring the plan into compliance with the three Federal Acts listed in the motion.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
(4). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve Resolution 2012-1, Amending the City of Evansville’s Fee Schedule.  Braunschweig explained the proposed changes.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
C. Plan Commission Report.  No report.
D. Public Safety Committee Report.  Hayes reported that at their last meeting they made a recommendation to change the proposed No Parking Ordinance, adding no parking on both sides of South Fourth Street from Badger Drive to its south end.  They did not recommend changing the opening hours for Class A establishments as allowed by Act 97.  They discussed Knox Boxes and suggested emergency training by the EMS, Police, and Fire Departments for the residents of the Grange Building.  The new squad car should be delivered in 4-6 weeks.
E. Public Works Committee Report.  No report.
F. Water & Light Committee Report.
(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Hayes to approve submission of electric rate application to Wisconsin Public Service Commission.
Wietecha explained that the last rate case was in September, 2007.  Rate studies are generally conducted every 2-3 years but since there was an increase in sewer rates in 2010 the study was delayed so residents did not receive two utility increases at once.  The average residential increase would be $8.70 per month and the average small business increase would be $12.53 per month.
Brooks added, as noted in the memo prepared by Wietecha, the rates will be higher than Alliant but Alliant has substantial capital expenditures coming in the next year.  The Committee will be looking at the rates again in the next 2-3 years.
Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.

Brooks reported that on April 19 a tour will be given of the Elm Road Generating Station in Oak Creek.  WPPI will be providing shuttle buses and sign up is needed by mid-February. 

G. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported that the retail analysis study continues.  There is a meeting to include retailers and landlords scheduled for January 26th to come up with an action plan.  The tourism surveys are complete and that committee meets on January 11th.  Cheryl Fuchs and he attended the CEED meeting last week.  The last Economic Development meeting included a really nice presentation from Thrive.
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  No report.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  No report.
K. Fire District Report.  Wyse reported that their last meeting dealt with general business and was pretty straight forward.  They did discuss Knox Boxes and emergency training for residents of the Grange Building as did the Public Safety Committee.  One of the major pumpers has structural problems and although the manufacturer will repair the problem at no cost, the vehicle has to be taken to Ohio for repair.
L. Police Commission Report.  Wietecha reported that they have appointed some part-time officers and a dedicated court officer.
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  No report.
N. Library Board/Liaison Report.  No report.
O. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
8. Unfinished Business. 
A. Culbertson presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Hayes to approve Ordinance 2011-18 Relative to No Parking Zones.  [Sponsors Hayes and Jacobson]  Braunschweig pointed out that painting would not occur until spring.  Motion approved 7-0.  
9. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.
A. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Hayes to waive the seven-day notice on citizen mayoral appointments.  Motion approved 7-0.
B. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Hayes to approve Appointment of Town & Country Engineering, Inc. as City Engineer. 
Wietecha stated that 6 - 7 years ago the City reviewed its professional consultants with the exception of the City Engineer due to major projects scheduled at that time.  Council approved conducting RFP’s for City Engineering services in September, 2011.

The selection panel consisted of the Mayor, Chair of Public Works Committee, Chair of Water & Light Committee, and the City Administrator.  13 proposals were received and 5 firms were interviewed.  Of the finalists, 2 firms were re-interviewed and references were checked.  Wietecha summarized the evaluation criteria used by the panel and the question “If not for the incumbency issue, which firm would rank higher”.  Town & Country Engineering, Inc. was deemed the better candidate by 3 of the 4 members of the selection panel.
Decker noted Dave Sauer’s years of service to the community.  She stated that this was a difficult decision but she focused on what will be best for our citizenry going forward.  She is confident the City can handle the transition to Town & Country.

Braunschweig stated that he did not agree with the rest of the selection panel.  He is leery about a lot of change at once.  He stated the incumbency was a huge factor for him.
Brooks stated that although he doesn’t like change, postponing it is not always the right decision.  He believes Town & Country is a better firm to take Evansville into the future.

Wyse stated that although the information given to Council on this appointment is in depth and complete, he is concerned that the entire Council was not involved in the process.

Decker noted that this was the same process used recently when hiring the City Planner.

In response to a question from Culbertson asking if cost was something that set Town & Country apart from the others, Wietecha stated that although all the applicant’s costs were very close Town & Country was slightly lower.
Dave Sauer, Cedar Corporation, stated that over the last 14 plus years with the City there has been a lot of trust built and asked Council to look at that when voting.
Brian Berquist, Town & Country Engineering, stated that many of their clients have been with them for 25 plus years and they feel the City of Evansville is a great match for them.  Their firm only does engineering for smaller communities.
Decker reminded Council that the contract for City Engineer is with a firm, not an individual person.

The results of a roll call vote were:  Wyse and Manring abstained.  Braunschweig, Culbertson, Fuchs, and Hayes voted no.  Brooks voted yes.  The City Clerk erred in recording this vote as failed.   Because a quorum did not vote, the vote is void.
C. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve Resolution 2012-02, Scott George Commendation.  Motion approved 7-0.
D. Discussion on legislative advocacy and lobbying.  Decker reported that there have been favorable amendments made to AB182.  There are several public hearings being held at the capitol.  The League’s Lobbying Corps meet on Wednesday, February 15th.
10. Communications from the City Administrator.
A. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve City of Evansville renewing membership in Chamber of Commerce for 2012.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
11. New Business.  None
12. Introduction of New Ordinances.
A. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2012-01, Amending Chapter 2 of the Municipal Code, Relative to Charges for Non-Sufficient Funds. [Sponsors Brooks and Braunschweig].
B. Brooks presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2012-02, Amending Chapter 130 of the Municipal Code, Relative to Duplex Standards in R-2 District, Duplex Definitions, and Duplex Regulations.  [Sponsors Braunschweig and Brooks].
C. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2012-03, Amending Chapter 130 of the Municipal Code, Relative to Conditional Use Permit Applications.  [Sponsors Braunschweig and Brooks].
13. Meeting Reminder.
A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 14, 2012, at 6:30 p.m.

14. Adjournment.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to adjourn at 7:40 p.m.  Motion approved 7-0.
Prepared by Judy Walton, City Clerk
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