Common Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, November 8, 2011, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Jim Brooks, Todd Culbertson, Cheryl Fuchs, Floyd Hayes, Barb Jacobson, Dennis Wessels, and Tony Wyse.  
Others present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Clerk Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Finance Director/City Treasurer Lisa Novinska, EMS Coordinator Mary Beaver, Human Resources Administrator Jodi Sam and daughter Katie, Library Director Kathi Kemp, Public Works Superintendent Dave Wartenweiler, Youth Center Board Representative Greg Kuelz, Tom Teelin 236 Noahs Arc Court, Terry Mc Daniel 245 Noahs Arc Court, Ben Ladick 337 S Madison Street, Paul Brunsell 21 N Wyler Drive, John Morning 7902 N County Road M, and Brian Halvensleben 25 Cortland Drive.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 8-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Culbertson to waive the reading of the minutes of the October 11, 2011, regular meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 8-0.
5. Citizen appearances.  No citizen appearances other than agenda items.
A. Public Hearing on 2012 Operating Budget.
Wietecha reviewed recommended changes submitted by the Finance Director.  If approved the changes would increase the proposed levy amount by $12,600.
At the request of Police Chief Scott McElroy who could not attend the meeting, Wietecha shared staffing concerns the Police Department has and they requested a change in the budget to address those.
Decker opened the public hearing at 6:36 p.m.  There were no public comments.  Decker closed the public hearing at 6:37 p.m.
Braunschweig stated that a good job was done by staff and Council on the budget and he was comfortable with the levy.  He added that he had no problem with the limited-time clerical position requested by the Police Department and discussion followed regarding the importance of tracking the number of hours allowed for a LTE. 
Braunschweig presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Culbertson to approve Ordinance 2011-16, Adopting 2012 Operating and Capital Budgets and Setting Tax Levies including the recommended changes in Item 5A1 and changing the terminology under Police staffing, additional position, from Co-op to Co-op and/or LTE.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
Decker thanked the Council and staff for all their work on the budget.
6. Reports of Committees

A. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Greg Kuelz reported that things continue to only get better at the Youth Center and the staffing change is working marvelously.  They have had about 150 different kids use the Center so far this year and, interestingly, 40% of the kids from the sixth grade class have attended.  They continue with the BASE program on Wednesday evenings on making good choices.
They are doing community service activities such as helping with AWARE and BASE activities, decorating one of the downtown windows for the holidays and helping elderly residents with lawn raking.
B. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to accept the Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $926,087.79.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to accept the City bills as presented in the amount of $384,854.60.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(3). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve Purchase of Services Agreement with Rock County Humane Society.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(4). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Culbertson to approve Purchasing Policy revisions.  Motion approved 8-0.
(5). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve Agreement with InfoSend, Inc. for printing and mailing of monthly utility bills.   Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(6). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve Agreement with Sunland Development LLC for Capstone Ridge.  Motion approved 6-2 on a roll call vote with Jacobson and Hayes opposing.
C. Plan Commission Report

(1). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to recommend Rock County Land Conservation Committee approval of PACE application 2011-10-28.08.  Braunschweig explained that due to the short time of receiving this, the Plan Commission did not vote on it and they thought it was appropriate to send to the Common Council.  Motion approved 8-0.
(2). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve Agreement to Convey Property and Drainage Easement Maintenance Agreement.  [Pond behind Ace Hardware.]  Motion approved 8-0.
D. Public Safety Committee Report.  Hayes expressed his concern that the ordinance addressing the parking in front of the EMS building that was approved by the Common Council did not address the parking spaces being painted.  Since painting was not included in the ordinance that was adopted, a new ordinance will need to be written.
E. Public Works Committee Report.  Braunschweig stated that the bridge has been built.
F. Water & Light Committee Report.  Brooks reported that they approved using CTC Funds for a new furnace at Public Works, a project at Well #3, and new energy saving flat screen monitors at the Library.  There was an unusually high amount of write-offs due to bankruptcies.  Mike Peters from WPPI will be attending the December Council meeting. Wessels requested the hydrants on Franklin Street get changed out.
G. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported that the Tourism Committee is going “gang busters” and meets again tomorrow.
(1). Brooks gave the details of the bridge naming contest.
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  No report, but Culbertson commented that the portion of the creek wall that is completed looks really good.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  No report.
K. Fire District Report.  Jacobson reported that they are reviewing the building use policy and are looking into having an energy use audit done.
L. Police Commission Report.  Wietecha reported that they will be meeting to go over the part-time eligibility list.
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker reported that at their last meeting they discussed the status of the 25 x 25 Plan.  She attended a meeting in Jefferson and the State Energy Office and the Department of Administration is interested in reinstituting the Energy Independence Community Program in the hopes that it will create new jobs.
N. Library Board/Liaison Report.  Fuchs reported that they have agreed to get their new server through Star Tech.
O. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
7. Unfinished Business 
A. Wessels presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve Ordinance 2011-14 Designation of Snowmobile Routes.  [Sponsors Wessels and Jacobson].  There was discussion to clarify the route.  Motion approved 8-0.
8. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor

A. Dennis Wessels has submitted his resignation as of November 30, 2011.  Decker thanked Dennis for his years of service.
B. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to waive the seven-day notice on citizen appointments.  Motion approved 8-0.
C. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Hayes to approve the Mayoral appointments of Ald. Jacobson as chair and Ald. Fuchs as committee member to the Public Safety Committee.  Motion approved 8-0.
D. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Culbertson to approve Resolution #2011-19, a Resolution Promoting Civil Public Discourse.  Decker stated that this resolution was adopted at the league conference.  Motion approved 8-0.
E. Discussion on legislative advocacy and lobbying.  Decker reported that there was a Lobby Corps Day last Wednesday and she gave a recap on the current legislation.
9. Communications from the City Administrator

A. Wietecha stated that he is taking input on the personnel policies.

B. Wietecha reported that of the19 applicants received for the Water & Light Superintendent, 6 were interviewed.  They are conducting background checks and are getting close to making a recommendation to the Common Council that may result in a special meeting.
C. Wietecha reported that they have received 13 applications for the position of City Engineer and will be scheduling interviews.
10. New Business

A. Brooks presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2011-17 Relative to Outdoor Storage in Light Industrial District [Sponsors Fuchs and Brooks]
11. Introduction of New Ordinances.  (presented in Item 10A)
12. Meeting Reminder.
A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 13, 2011, 6:30 pm.

13. Adjournment.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Culbertson to adjourn at 7:57 p.m.  Motion approved 8-0.
Prepared by Judy Walton, City Clerk

The minutes are not official until approved by the Common Council at their next regular meeting.
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