Common Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, October 11, 2011, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Jim Brooks, Todd Culbertson, Cheryl Fuchs, Floyd Hayes, Barb Jacobson, Dennis Wessels, and Tony Wyse.  Others present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Clerk Judy Walton, Consigny Law Office Attorney Mike Faust, Kelly Gildner of the Review, Karen and Mason Barber, and Brian Halvensleben.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to remove Item 7C and approve the agenda.  Motion approved 8-0. 
4. Approval of Minutes.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Wessels to waive the reading of the minutes of the September 13, 2011, regular and September 26, 2011, special meeting and to approve them as presented.    Motion approved 8-0.
5. Citizen appearances.  None.
6. Reports of Committees.
A. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Lisa James reported that the new director is doing very well.  The ratio of boys to girls attending the center is good and they have participated in stamping and also gone bowling.  BASE continues to be involved weekly to discuss the importance of making good choices and how to deal with peer pressure.  They hope to be interviewing for the coordinator position soon.
(Note:  this report was given after Item 6B3 when Lisa James arrived.)
B. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report.
(1). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to accept the Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $903,572.76.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to accept the City bills as presented in the amount of $427,606.39.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(3). Presentation of proposed 2012 Budget.  Wietecha stated that with the proposed budget there is a slight reduction in the tax rate.  He pointed out several of the changes applied since the September 26th Department Head Budget Presentation meeting.  He noted that, although not a change, there is a 5% placeholder for wage increases for non-represented employees.
a. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2011-16, Adopting 2012 Operating and Capital Budgets and Setting Tax Levies.
(4). Discussion and possible motion regarding amendment to Final Land Divider’s Agreement for Capstone Ridge.  Wietecha explained that a section of Noahs Arc Court is in need of bituminous paving before winter.  The city could front the cost of the work and repayment would be made as the last of the 4 lots are sold.  
No motion was made as the agreement has not been finalized.
(5). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to adopt Resolution 2011-18, Approving Amendments to 2011 Capital Budget.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(6). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve increasing the hourly rate for legal services with Consigny Law Firm, SC, to $125.00 beginning January 1, 2012.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(7). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve a Service Agreement with Payment Service Network, Inc. for online collection and processing of utility bills.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(8). Discussion and possible motion regarding automatic contract renewals: Vierbicher Associates Inc. for City Planner Services; Creekside Place Inc. for Community/Senior Services.  
Wietecha explained that these contracts automatically renew for 1 year unless 60 days notice of non-renewal is given.  Although a motion is not required to allow them to renew, it should be recognized that they are coming up for renewal.     
Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Wyse to allow for the automatic contract renewals for Vierbicher Associates Inc. for City Planner Services and Creekside Place Inc. for Community/Senior Services.  Motion approved 5-3 on a roll call vote with Braunschweig, Brooks, and Hayes opposing.
(9). Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve Agreement with Oak Grove Church for Use and Occupancy of 209 South First Street.  

Braunschweig expressed his concern that the contract may not be enforceable because there was no nominal consideration.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to amend the motion to add annual rent of $1.00 to the contract.  Amendment approved 8-0.
Main motion, as amended, approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
Additionally, it was noted that the former police station property has been sold.

C. Plan Commission Report.
(1). Motion to approve Agreement to Convey Property and Drainage Easement Maintenance Agreement.  [Pond behind Ace Hardware].
There was no action taken on this item as the agreement has not been received.
D. Public Safety Committee Report.
(1). Wessels made a motion, seconded by Hayes to approve applying for Automated External Defibrillator (AED) grant.  Wessels stated that this is a 50/50 grant with the Masons of Evansville.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
E. Public Works Committee Report.  No report.
F. Water & Light Committee Report.  Brooks reported that applications for the Water & Light Superintendent are due by October 14th.
G. Economic Development Committee Report.  Brooks reported that the Tourism Subcommittee has met twice.  They have good ideas and energy and are moving forward with the Market Analysis.
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report.
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Culbertson reported that work on the creek walls is being done.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  No report.
K. Fire District Report.  Jacobson reported that they are taking donations for calendars and they had a great turnout at the spaghetti dinner.  On behalf of the Fire District, she thanked Todd Culbertson for the main donation from Rock’N Rollz. 
They are working on a website for the district and also investigating the possibility of having their billing done by LifeQuest.
Wyse informed the Council that the district lost a long time volunteer with the passing of Phil Montgomery.
L. Police Commission Report.  Wietecha reported that Officer Christian Bennett has resigned and part-time Officer Jeremy Schmidt was approved to be hired on a permanent part-time basis.  After 90 days he will become full-time.
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker reported that they will be meeting on November 1st.
N. Library Board/Liaison Report.  No report.
O. Board of Appeals Report.  No report.
7. Unfinished Business 
A. Braunschweig presented the Second Reading and made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve Ordinance 2011-12, Rezoning Territory from Central Business District (B-2) to Community Business District (B-3).  [Applicant initiated; recommended by Plan Commission].
Karen Barber, applicant, explained that if the property is rezoned she and her husband will be moving forward with an application for a conditional use permit for an auto body shop.  She briefly explained the plans for the building and the business.
Decker pointed out that this would result in spot zoning and questioned whether the location for this type of business is appropriate for the vision of downtown.

Both Wessels and Wyse commented that most of the newer body shops are cleaner and don’t have the “look” of the older body shop store fronts.

Brooks stated that the agenda item was only for the rezoning and added that the permitted uses in B-2 and B-3 are the same.  If the property is rezoned, a public hearing would be required for a conditional use permit.
Braunschweig called the question and that was approved 8-0.

Main motion approved 8-0. 
B. Braunschweig presented the Second Reading and made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve Ordinance 2011-13, Prohibiting Firearms and Others Weapons in State or Local Government Buildings.  [Sponsors Wessels and Jacobson].  Motion approved 5-2 with Wessels and Culbertson opposing and Braunschweig abstaining.
C. Second Reading and motion to approve Ordinance 2011-14 Designation of Snowmobile Routes.  [Sponsors Wessels and Jacobson].  Item removed from the agenda.
8. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor

A. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to waive the seven-day notice on citizen appointments.  Motion approved 8-0.
Hayes questioned why this motion was needed.  Staff will look into the history of it.
B. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Culbertson to approve the Mayoral appointment of John Rasmussen, 576 Garfield Avenue, to the Unified Land Development Code Committee.  Motion approved 8-0.
C. Attendance at WPPI Executive Breakfast at League Conference.  Decker asked those attending the conference if they were interested in going to the breakfast on Wednesday morning, October 19th.  Jacobson and Hayes stated they would attend.
D. Discussion on legislative advocacy and lobbying.  Decker directed Council to the proposed resolutions published in the October issue of The Municipality.  She is on the resolution committee and asked if there were any objections to those resolutions.  There were none.
9. Communications from the City Administrator

A. Discussion: council/committee orientation checklist.  Wietecha asked Council for their input as he would like to have this checklist buttoned down by the end of the year.
Jacobson suggested an orientation meeting, a copy of Roberts Rules, and a tour of city facilities and city hall.

Culbertson suggested flow charts for preparing and presenting ordinances, and for the budget process.
Braunschweig offered to share material he compiled that contains relevant statutes and a cheat sheet for Roberts Rules.
B. Discussion: personnel policies.  Wietecha stated that personnel policy changes will be forthcoming.
10. New Business.  None
11. Introduction of New Ordinances.  None
12. Meeting Reminder.
A. Next regular meeting, Tuesday, November 8, 2011, 6:30 pm.

13. Adjournment.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to adjourn at 8:03 p.m.  Motion approved 8-0.
Prepared by Judy Walton, City Clerk
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