Common Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, September 13, 2011, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Jim Brooks, Cheryl Fuchs, Barb Jacobson, Dennis Wessels, and Tony Wyse.  Alderperson Todd Culbertson arrived at 6:42 p.m.  Alderperson Floyd Hayes was absent.  Others present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Clerk Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, City Engineer Dave Sauer, Kelly Gildner of the Review, Youth Center Board Representative Greg Kuelz, and Mason Barber.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 6-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Jacobson to waive the reading of the minutes of the August 9, 2011 regular meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 6-0.
5. Citizen appearances.  None
6. Reports of Committees

A. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Greg Kuelz reported that they have “turned the corner” at the Youth Center.  Justin Brooks has worked hard to revitalize the building, new staff has started, and with 30 – 35 kids per night they are off to a very impressive start.  
Through BASE they are running their first true program for the kids focusing on decision making and peer pressure.  

Items they could use include DVD players, VCR’s and books.
B. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to accept the Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $799,774.05.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to accept the City bills as presented in the amount of $236,899.59.  Motion approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.
(3). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to adopt Discipline and Grievance Policies (grievance procedure).  
Braunschweig directed Council to the memo prepared by Wietecha that describes the changes made in order to be consistent with Act 10.  Decker added that the policy needs to be adopted by October 1, 2011.    
Motion approved 7-0.

(4). Braunschweig stated that there were only two committee members at the Finance & Labor Relations September meeting and they felt it was appropriate to bring the discussion and possible motion regarding Request for Proposals (RFP) for City Engineering Service to the Common Council.

Wietecha explained that the timing is good because we are between major projects.  Additionally, all the other contracted services went through the proposal process in the last few years and from a due diligence standpoint the Engineering Services should also.
Sauer gave a history of the work he has been involved in as City Engineer for over 12 years.  He stated that many standards have been developed, that he works well with city staff, has made many contacts, and has a personal commitment to the community.  He questioned whether changing Engineering Services would be better for the city.
Wyse asked if it was cost or other items necessitating this RFP, and Wietecha answered that it was both.

The Council discussed past projects that Sauer has been involved in and the service the city has received.  Although there were many positive comments made, the city has not compared prices for Engineering Services for several years.  By conducting a RFP the city is able to compare pricing of several companies, including Cedar Corporation.
Brooks made a motion, seconded by Wyse to Request for Proposals for City Engineering Services.  Motion approved 5-2 on a roll call vote with Wessels and Braunschweig opposing.

C. Plan Commission Report

(1). Decker reported that she attended a public information session at the Rock County Courthouse on August 17th.  They are in the process of revising their land division regulations and she was happy to see that they have added a provision that prior to submission of an application for a preliminary land division, the applicant will be required to have a consultation with the Administrator, Town, and City/Village if the land division is within the City/Village Extraterritorial Plat Approval Jurisdiction for all major land divisions, including subdivisions, to ensure the applicant has adequate understanding of all standards and requirements. 

D. Public Safety Committee Report.  No report
E. Public Works Committee Report.  No report
F. Water & Light Committee Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Wyse to approve Resolution 2011-16, Opposing AB 182.  
Wietecha explained that if this Bill, as currently drafted, were to pass we would lose the ability to place delinquent utility bills on the property owner’s tax bill.  He noted that the revised resolution included language that would allow landlords to request utility disconnections under certain conditions.
Motion approved 7-0.
G. Economic Development Committee Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve Resolution 2011-15 Creation of Tourism Subcommittee.  
Council discussed the importance of the subcommittee and the role it will have.  

Motion approved 7-0.
Brooks added that the Business Expo will be held on Saturday afternoon from 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. and the Windmill Festival is this coming weekend.
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  No report
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Culbertson reported that, for 2011, the shoreline restoration is complete and they will concentrate on the strategy for the remainder of that project.  They will also be looking at the creek wall project and he added that both projects are expensive and extensive.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  Decker reported that she attended the State Review Board Meeting on August 19th.  Leonard Leota Park and St. John’s Lutheran Church were unanimously placed on the State Register of Historic Places and the nominations will be forwarded to the National Register of Historic Places for consideration.  
She stated that when the plaque for the park was presented, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer Jim Draeger said that it is one of the best parks in the state.

K. Fire District Report.  Jacobson reported that they are almost done with the bylaws and the new hiring process, and are working with the Town of Union on a building use policy.  Next month they will be working on the budget.
L. Police Commission Report.  No report
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  No report.  Decker commented that the solar light tubes are being installed at the public works building.
N. Library Board/Liaison Report.  Fuchs reported that they are struggling with their budget and they are in need of an upgraded computer server.
O. Board of Appeals Report.  No report
7. Unfinished Business 
A. Braunschweig presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Wessels to approve Ordinance 2011-11, An Ordinance Relative to No Parking Zones.  [Sponsors Fuchs and Braunschweig, in part, and Jacobson and Hayes, in part]  Motion approved 7-0.
B. Discussion on legislative advocacy and lobbying.  Decker explained that the League of Wisconsin Municipalities sends out weekly Legislative Bulletins to keep the municipalities up to date on legislation as it happens and often they ask for opinions.  Recognizing that there is not always time between Council meetings to discuss items and respond as a Council, she feels it is appropriate to respond individually.
8. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor

A. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to waive the seven-day notice on citizen appointments.  Motion approved 7-0.
B. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve the Mayoral appointment of Economic Development Committee member Sue Berg, 321 Garfield Avenue, to the Tourism Subcommittee for a one-year term ending in 2012, serving as Subcommittee Chair.  Motion approved 7-0.
C. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve the Mayoral appointments of Greg Ardisson, Night Owl, and Jackie Liebel, Evansville Chamber, to the Tourism Subcommittee for two-year terms ending in 2013.  Motion approved 7-0.
D. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve the Mayoral appointments of Dave VanDerHaegen, Creekside Place, and Sue Farnsworth, Farnsworth Insurance Agency, to the Tourism Subcommittee for three-year terms ending in 2014.  Motion approved 7-0.
E. Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve the Mayoral appointment of Robert Flaherty as School District Representative to the Library Board as the designee of the Superintendent of Schools.  Motion approved 7-0.
F. Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve the Mayoral appointment of Michael Maves, 315 S Second Street, to an unexpired 3 year term ending in 2013 to the Youth Center Advisory Board.  Motion approved 7-0.
G. Decker reminded Council of the League of Wisconsin Municipalities Annual Conference in Milwaukee and early registration forms are due to City Hall by Friday, September 16.

9. Communications from the City Administrator.  None
10. New Business.  None
11. Introduction of New Ordinances

A. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2011-12, Rezoning Territory from Central Business District (B-2) to Community Business District (B-3).  [Applicant initiated; recommended by Plan Commission].
B. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2011-13, Prohibiting Firearms and Others Weapons in State or Local Government Buildings.  [Sponsors Wessels and Jacobson].
C. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2011-14 Designation of Snowmobile Routes.  [Sponsors Wessels and Jacobson].
D. Brooks presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2011-15, Revision of Flood Insurance Rate Map.  [Applicant initiated; recommended by Floodplain Administrator].
12. Meeting Reminders
A. Special meeting, Monday, September 26, 2011, 6:00 pm.

B. Regular meeting, Tuesday, October 11, 2011, 6:30 pm.

13. Adjournment.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Wessels to adjourn at 8:05 p.m.  Motion approved 7-0.
Prepared by Judy Walton, City Clerk

Common Council Meeting September 13, 2011
Page 1

