Common Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, July 12, 2011, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI
MINUTES
1. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Jim Brooks, Todd Culbertson, Cheryl Fuchs, Floyd Hayes, Barb Jacobson, Dennis Wessels, and Tony Wyse.  Others present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Kelly Gildner of The Review, Scott Meske-MEUW, Youth Center Committee Representatives Greg Kuelz and Justin Brooks, and members of the public.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Culbertson to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 8-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Wessels to waive the reading of the minutes of the June 14, 2011 regular meeting and the July 6, 2011 special meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 8-0.
5. Citizen appearances

A. Scott Meske, Associate Director of Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin presented Mayor Sandy Decker with the 2011 MEUW Phillip F. LaFollette Public Official Award for her distinguished service to public power in Wisconsin and the nation.
He stated that it is very valuable to have local officials involved in the energy issues and expressed his concern with AB182, a bill to eliminate a municipality’s ability to collect unpaid utility bills through the tax roll.
6. Reports of Committees

A. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Greg Kuelz reported that the 4th of July fundraiser event was very successful.  He stated that the Board is very confident that they have sufficient funds to allow for the two positions for the Youth Center.  He stated that Justin Brooks is the new Board President.
B. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to accept the Water & Light bills as presented in the amount of $1,153,803.06.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote
(2). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to accept the City bills as presented in the amount of $546,349.40.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(3). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve Resolution #2011-11, Approving Mid-Year Budget Amendments to the 2011 Budget.  Wietecha reviewed the resolution, pointing out that the costs for the remodeling of the Police/EMS bay has gone up by $400.00.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Culbertson to amend the motion to include a $400.00 increase in 2011 Revenues – Item 2 and a $400.00 increase in 2011 Expenses – Item 2.  Amendment approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.  Main motion, as amended, approved 8-0 on a roll call vote. 
(4). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks to approve Resolution #2011-12, Designating Employer Pick-Up Contributions to Retirement Plans.  Wietecha explained that due to recent changes in the state budget, employees not covered by a collective bargaining agreement are required to pay half of their retirement contribution.  The law states that this contribution will be pre-tax.  The law does not address the negotiated contributions, so by adopting this resolution all contributions will be consistent.  Motion approved 8-0.
(5). Wietecha stated that there are changes needed to the City personnel policy/employee handbook that was last updated in August, 2007.  Although many are minor changes, the bigger changes will be to incorporate the just adopted Resolution #2011-12 and, per state law, we are required to adopt a written grievance policy.
(6). Wietecha directed Council to the 2012 budget calendar and asked that each committee submit their initial requests to city hall as soon as possible.  He pointed out that a new item on the calendar is a financial overview scheduled for the August 9th Common Council meeting.  Representatives from Ehlers and Associates will be making a presentation on city finances.  Braunschweig expressed concern with some of the budget deadline dates due to the meeting dates of the Public Works Committee being at the end of the month.
C. Plan Commission Report

(1). Decker stated that the Comprehensive Plan Implementation Report, which was updated at the June 1, 2010 Plan Commission meeting, would be reviewed by the new City Planner to identify any areas that may need to be worked on.
Wyse, on behalf of the Unified Land Development Code Committee, shared two motions from the Committee; 1) the Committee was pleased with their objectives and process over the past two years and they will continue to meet on an “as needed” basis; and, 2) they thanked John Stockham for his dedication, commitment, and professionalism.
D. Public Safety Committee Report
(1). Jacobson made a motion, seconded by  Hayes to approve the Class “B” Beer/”Class B” Liquor Alcohol Beverage License application for Evansville Lanes LLC, Shawn M. Sweet, Agent, 11 N. Madison St., Evansville, WI 53536 d/b/a Evansville Lanes, 108 E. Main St., Evansville, WI 53536 subject to passing any required follow-up inspections prior to license issuance.  Motion approved 8-0.
E. Public Works Committee Report.  Braunschweig stated that they held a public informational session for the bridge project.  They are anticipating a start date of July 25th and expect it to be completed by early October.
F. Water & Light Committee Report.  Brooks stated they accepted a bid for the Highway 14 line rebuild project.
G. Economic Development Committee Report

(1). Brooks made a motion, seconded by Fuchs to approve Resolution of Cooperation; Be it hereby resolved that the Evansville Area Chamber of Commerce & Tourism with the support of the Evansville School District and CEED go on record that they will support through cooperative efforts and a team approach with the Evansville Economic Development Committee and the City of Evansville to increase the tax base and reduce the mill rate for all citizens through commercial and industrial expansion to achieve the Wisconsin state average of tax base per student in the Evansville School District.
Brooks stated that this resolution is not exclusive; it’s a resolution of cooperation, and it was approved unanimously by the Committee.  There was concern that this was not brought forward as a city resolution.  Council requested that a resolution be drafted in proper form, to include a city resolution number and signature lines.
Brooks made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to table the item until next month’s meeting so it can be presented in proper form.  Motion approved 8-0.
Brooks reported that they reviewed workforce development parts of the economic development plan, took action on signage for the bridge project, and distributed handouts regarding the bridge project during the parade.  The Finance and Labor Committee had authorized up to $1,000 for those actions.
H. Redevelopment Authority Report.  None
I. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Culbertson reported that a Circus will be at Westside Park on August 8th, weed spraying around the lake has started, and they anticipate the Antes building will be relocated in August.  He commented that the fireworks for the 4th of July were awesome.  
Wessels asked that action be taken to get the geese to leave the park.  The matter was referred to the Public Works Committee.
J. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  Decker mentioned that the Grove Society hosted the regional Wisconsin Council for Local History on July 11th with approximately 40 attendees that included a walking tour.
K. Fire District Report.  Jacobson reported that they are still working on the by-laws and a policy for new hires and the Fire Chief.
L. Police Commission Report.  None
M. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker reported that they met this morning and reviewed energy legislation, discussed continuing efficiency projects (including the Public Works garage lighting and wood burner), and replacing the water pumps.  The next meeting will probably be in October.
N. Library Board/Liaison Report.  Fuchs reported that they have completed the personnel policy, circulation is up, and Trustee elections are coming up.
O. Board of Appeals Report.  None
7. Unfinished Business.  None
8. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.  None
9. Communications from the City Administrator

A. Wietecha discussed the agreement with Council.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Culbertson to approve Master Professional Services Agreement with Vierbicher for City Planner.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
10. New Business.  None
11. Introduction of New Ordinances

A. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2011-07, An Ordinance Revising Landscape Regulations.  [Recommended by Plan Commission]

B. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2011-08, Rezoning Lot 1 in Westfield Meadows.  [Recommended by Plan Commission]

C. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2011-09, Rezoning Lots 43 and 50 in Westfield Meadows.  [Recommended by Plan Commission]

D. Braunschweig presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2011-10, Stop Sign at Cortland and Orchard View.  [Sponsors Jacobson and Hayes]
12. Meeting Reminders
A. Committee of the Whole meeting is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on Monday, July 25, 2011.  The location of the meeting has not been determined.
B. Next regular meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, August 9, 2011.

13. Adjournment.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to adjourn at 7:35 p.m.  Motion approved 8-0.
Prepared by Judy Walton, City Clerk
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