Common Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, November 10, 2009, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Sandy Decker.
2. Roll call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Tom Cothard, Todd Culbertson, Barb Jacobson, Janis Ringhand, Diane Roberts, and Dennis Wessels.  Alderperson Tony Wyse arrived at 7:04 p.m.  Others present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Clerk Judy Walton, City Attorney Mark Kopp, City Finance Director/Treasurer Lisa Novinska, Library Director Kathi Kemp, Rock County Supervisor Mary Beaver, Kelly Gildner of the Review, Senior Center Coordinator Shelley Schneider, Youth Center Advisory Committee Member Dave Sobeski, Eloise Eager-401 Badger Drive-Evansville, Dick Woulfe-255 E Main Street-Evansville, Rod Courtier-240 Kinsey Ct-Evansville, and Doug Muenchausen-269 Franklin Street-Evansville.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Ringhand to place Rock County Board Supervisor Mary Beaver prior to Primetimers under citizen appearances and approve the agenda.  Motion approved 7-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts to waive the reading of the minutes of the October 12, 2009, regular meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved 7-0.
5. Citizen appearances.  Rock County Supervisor Mary Beaver stated the county has adopted their budget and it includes a 3.99% increase in the tax levy.
A. Primetimers.  Shelley Schneider presented the October activity reports.
B. SOLE.  Rod Courtier stated they are using the v-notch that was cut from the floodgate wall for a sign in the park.  He added that a pier will be installed by the cannon for handicapped accessible fishing.
C. Public Hearing: 2010 Operating Budget.  Wietecha stated the budget is close to the previous draft except for the items listed in the memo from Finance Director/Treasurer Lisa Novinska which included correcting a keying error, Bond allocation adjustments and a recommendation from the Finance Committee to increase the City Administrator’s salary.  Wietecha recommended against the salary increase.  Ringhand requested an explanation for the salary increase recommendation from the Finance Committee and Braunschweig pointed out that Wietecha has declined the increase in the past, the corrections to the budget allowed for it and it is possible that there would not be an option for an increase in next year’s budget.  Decker opened the public hearing at 6:42 p.m.  Dick Woulfe asked how firm the numbers were in the capital improvement projects budget.  Wietecha stated the numbers are realistic but the projects could still be dropped.  Braunschweig explained that the capital projects budget is a plan for potential projects and whether they are done or not is dependent on affordability.  Youth Center Advisory Committee Member Dave Sobeski stated they are facing a $10,000 budget cut and was concerned about the affect it would have on the center.  Decker closed the public hearing at 6:48 p.m.  Braunschweig thanked staff for their work on a well thought out and balanced budget.  He added that it is back to the drawing board for the 2011 Budget.  Culbertson asked for clarification on the reduction for the Youth Center.   Braunschweig stated the center was planning to organize more fundraising.  Jacobson stated her concern regarding the recommendation for the administrator’s salary increase.  Decker pointed out that all department heads, except the administrator received an increase in the 2009 budget.  Braunschweig presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Cothard, to approve Ordinance 2009-09, Adopting 2010 Operating and Capital Budgets and Setting Tax Levies.  Motion approved 6-1 on a roll call vote with Jacobson opposing.
6. Reports of Committees

A. Plan Commission Report.  None
B. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report.
(1). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts to approve the Water & Light bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $730,466.21.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
(2). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts to approve the City bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $534,343.15.  Motion approved 7-0 on a roll call vote.
(3). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts to approve Partial Call of 2008 Note Anticipation Notes.  Wietecha stated this will pay off $270,000 of a NAN and result in a savings of roughly $4,000 in interest.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
(4). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve Resolution 2009-28, Authorizing the Issuance and Sale of up to $3,450,286 Sewerage System Revenue Bonds, series 2009, and Providing for Other Details and Covenants with Respect Thereto.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
C. Public Safety Committee Report.  
(1). Roberts made a motion, seconded by Ringhand to approve Resolution 2009-27, Amending the City of Evansville’s Fee Schedule.  [Taxi License and Alcohol Application Publication Fees].  Motion approved 8-0.
(2). Roberts made a motion, seconded by Ringhand to approve Alcohol Beverage Application for a Class “B” Beer License and a “Class C” Wine License for Daun M. Fugate, 8644 W State Road 81, Beloit Wisconsin 53511, d/b/a Real Coffee at Daun LLC, 18 East Main Street, Evansville WI  53536.  Motion approved 8-0.
(3). Roberts made a motion, seconded by Wessels to approve contract with Rock County Humane Society with Shelter Drop-Off Service Only.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote.
D. Public Works Committee Report.  None
E. Water & Light Committee Report.  None
F. Economic Development Committee Report.  None
G. Redevelopment Authority Report.  (committee has been suspended)
H. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  None
I. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  None
J. Fire District Report.  None
K. Police Commission Report

(1). Wietecha stated they met last week and approved hiring a part-time officer off of their eligibility list.
L. Evansville-Union Implementation Committee Report.  None
M. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  None
N. Energy Independence Team Report.  Decker stated they are approaching the end of the grant in December.
O. Library Board/Liaison Report.  None
7. Unfinished Business.  None
8. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor 

A. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Cothard to approve Resolution 2009-29, Restating the City’s Commitment as an Energy Independent Community.  Decker stated this is to reinforce the importance of the Energy Independence Team for the community.  Motion approved 8-0.
9. Communications from the City Administrator.
A. Wietecha stated the Elevator Inspection Contract for City Hall will continue to be with NEIS.
B. Wietecha stated a lawsuit has been filed by John & Sherry Crull alleging stray voltage. 
10. Introduction of New Ordinances.  None
11. Closed Session.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts to move to closed session, and to not reconvene in open session, pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 19.85(1)(e) to deliberate the purchase of public properties.  Motion approved 8-0 on a roll call vote at 7:22 p.m.  No action, other than the following motion to adjourn, was taken in closed session.
12. Motion to Adjourn.  Roberts made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to adjourn at 8:20 p.m.  Motion approved unanimously.
Prepared by Judy Walton, City Clerk
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