Common Council
Special Meeting as Committee of the Whole
Tuesday, July 21, 2009, 6:00 p.m.

High School Media Room, 640 South Fifth Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  Mayor Sandy Decker called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.
2. Roll call.  Present:  Mayor Sandy Decker and Alderpersons Tom Cothard, Todd Culbertson (arrived 6:15 p.m.), Barb Jacobson (left 7:20 p.m.), Janis Ringhand, Diane Roberts, Dennis Wessels and Tony Wyse.  Alderperson Mason Braunschweig was absent.  Also present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, Finance Director Lisa Novinska, Public Works Superintendent Dave Wartenweiler, EMS Director Mary Beaver, Water & Light Superintendent Scott George, Police Chief Scott McElroy, City Clerk Judy Walton, Municipal Judge Tom Alisankus, Fire Chief Mike Halvensleben, Todd Berry representing Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance, Jim Brooks, Dick & Susan Woulfe, Tammy Pomplun from The Review, and Gina Duwe from the Janesville Gazette.
3. Approval of agenda.  Roberts made a motion, seconded by Ringhand to approve the agenda.  Motion approved unanimously.
4. Defer Approval of Minutes.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts to defer the reading of the minutes of July 14, 2009, regular meeting to the next regular meeting.  Motion approved unanimously.
5. Citizen appearances.  None
6. Presentation by Todd Berry, Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance.  Mr. Berry stated that Wisconsin lags in growth, employment and wages.  He presented figures comparing Evansville to 19 other similar sized communities (4,000 – 5,000 population).  
7. Discussion about City finances and 2010 Budget.  Prior to Mr. Berry’s arrival, Wietecha presented figures that support the estimated 2010 Budget shortfall of $132,000.  Using a home valued at $150,000 he showed the breakdown of taxes levied by taxing jurisdiction and the breakdown of the city’s portion, by fund.  He posed the following questions:   
A. What could the City do to streamline or make City services more efficient?

B. What services should the City consider reducing or eliminating?

C. What services should be paid through user fees or charges?

D. How can we engage City residents and businesses in the budget discussion?

The city has set up an email account specifically for suggestions on the budget at budget@ci.evansville.wi.gov.  Residents are encouraged to respond.
8. Motion to adjourn.  Wessels made a motion, seconded by Ringhand to adjourn at 7:57 p.m.  Motion approved unanimously.
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