City of Evansville

Common Council
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, July 14, 2009, 6:30 pm

City Hall, 31 S. Madison St., Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Mayor Sandy Decker.
II. Roll Call.  Present: Mayor Sandy Decker and Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Tom Cothard, Todd Culbertson, Barb Jacobson, Janis Ringhand, Diane Robert, Dennis Wessels and Tony Wyse.  Also present: City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Attorney Mark Kopp and members of the public.
III. Approval of Agenda.  Roberts made a motion, seconded by Wessels, to approve the agenda.  Motion approved unanimously.
IV. Minutes of June 9, 2009, Meeting.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Cothard, to waive the reading of and to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.
V. Citizen Appearances:

a. SOLE.  Kelly Gildner reported that a second stocking of minnows was done and SOLE continues fund-raising.  The Council emphasized that people must not import fish from other lakes due to potential disease contamination.
b. Primetimers.  Mary Libby provided a written financial report and described ongoing Primetimers activities and fundraising.
VI. Reports of Committees: 
a. Plan Commission.  Decker said Rock County Planning and Development staff would be meeting with Evansville Plan Commission and City Council and Union Plan Commission and Town Board on August 12.  Rock County’s Smart Growth Advisory Committee has recommended their smart growth plan for approval by the County Board.
b. Finance and Labor Relations Committee.

i. Water & Light Bills.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to approve the Water and Light bills in the amount of $633,822.69 and to authorize their payment.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
ii. City Bills.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to approve the City bills in the amount of $1,654,477.06 and to authorize their payment.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
iii. Mid-Year Budget Amendments. Wietecha said that most of the proposed mid-year budget amendments were for capital projects, two of which needed additional discussion.  After discussing the WWTF and Police Station projects, Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to approve Resolution 2009-16, Approving Mid-Year Budget Amendments to the 2009 Budget.  Motion approved on a roll call vote of 7 to 1, with Jacobson voting against.
1. Wastewater Treatment Facility.  Wietecha explained that after opening bids for the WWTF, the cost was double what had been anticipated when setting the budget last November.  An application has been submitted to finance the project through the Clean Water Fund, which includes the possibility of being awarded stimulus funds.  If the stimulus funds are available, sewer rates would increase by about fifty percent.  Without stimulus funds, sewer rates would be about double.
Alternatively, the city could choose not to proceed with the project as planned and develop a new facility plan.  However, starting over may not result in a lower cost design, may incur penalties by the Department of Natural Resources and would certainly not have the possibility of stimulus funds paying for half the project.
2. Police Station and Police/EMS Garage.  Wietecha said that after bidding the police station project, costs are expected to be $37,618 over budget.  Renovation of the police station has started, but contracts involving the detached garage have been held because of the budgetary limit.  The remodeling and the garage were bid together, but a rough estimate would put the garage around $80,000 of the total.  Since the project utilizes existing funds, delaying the garage until next year would not directly benefit taxpayers and could result in higher construction costs.  
iv. Continuing Disclosure Service.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to approve engagement of Ehlers & Associates for continuing disclosure service on outstanding bond issues.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
c. Public Safety Committee.

i. Peddler/Solicitor Fee.  Roberts made a motion, seconded by Ringhand, to approve Resolution 2009-17, Amending the City of Evansville’s Fee Schedule.  Motion approved unanimously.
d. Public Works Committee.

i. Dredged Material.  Wietecha noted that a work crew has been cleaning the fields of debris and should finish next week.  Some decision for corrective fertilizer—estimated at 6 applications—was still needed.  Ringhand made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to direct the city administrator to schedule the first fertilizer application promptly after the debris removal at the city’s expense with any future fertilizer applications to be negotiated by the Every Trust and the city.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
ii. CMAR.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Cothard, to approve Resolution 2009-15, Documenting Review of the 2008 Compliance Maintenance Annual Report (CMAR) and Indicating Actions to be Taken to Prevent Effluent Limit Violations.  Motion approved unanimously.
iii. West Main and North Fourth.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Cothard, to approve State/Municipal Agreement for a Stage 2 Local ARRA 2010 Construction Season Improvement Project.  Motion approved unanimously.
e. Water and Light Committee.  None.
f. Economic Development Committee.  Wyse reported that the new welcome signs had been installed, the committee had toured Larson Acres dairy farm and the coordination between the committee, Chamber of Commerce, School District and Evansville Community Partnership was progressing.
g. Redevelopment Authority.

i. Rehabilitation of 15-17 East Main Street.  Wietecha explained that the rehabilitation would be according to historic design guidelines of the National Park Service; the architect Melissa Destree also worked on the Eager-Economy Building.  The development agreement includes a requirement that the property owner make up any shortfall in increment to ensure the city recoups its money in the project.  Ringhand made a motion, seconded by Cothard, to approve the Development Agreement with Dave Mosher for rehabilitation of 15 and 17 East Main Street.  Motion approved unanimously.
h. Park and Recreation Board.  Ringhand reported that the grand opening of Lake Leota was a great success.
i. Historic Preservation Commission.  None.
j. Fire District.  None.
k. Police Commission.  None.
l. Evansville-Union Implementation Committee.  None.
m. Youth Center Advisory Board.  None.
n. Energy Independence Team.  Decker reported she attended the Energy Independence Pilot Communities Second Quarter Meeting.  The team’s next step would be estimating and reviewing costs of potential projects.
o. Library Board Liaison.  None.
VII. Unfinished Business.  None.
VIII. Mayor.
a. Climate Showcase Communities Grant.  Decker said that, if awarded, the competitive grant would fund a 100 kW wind turbine at the wastewater treatment facility and associated costs.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Cothard, to approve Resolution 2009-18, Authorizing Application for Climate Showcase Communities Grant.  Motion approved 7-1, with Wessels voting against.
b. Citizen Appointment.  Ringhand made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to waive the seven day notice for citizen appointments.
i. Ringhand made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to approve the mayoral appointment of Kent Englund, 584 Garfield Avenue, and Eric Pease, 215 South Sixth Street, to three-year terms and Kurt Schmidt, 231 West Liberty Street, to an unexpired two-year term to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Motion approved unanimously.

ii. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Cothard, to approve the mayoral appointment of Jeff Hanson, 535 Greenview Drive, as First Alternate to the Zoning Board of Appeals for 2009.  Motion approved unanimously.

iii. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Cothard, to approve the mayoral appointment of Janice Turner, West Church Street, to a three-year term as Alternate and as Second Alternate to the Zoning Board of Appeals for 2009.  Motion approved unanimously.

iv. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Wessels, to approve the mayoral appointment of Dave Sobeski, 618 East Countryside Drive, and Greg Kuelz, 15324 West Elmer Road, to three-year terms and Lisa James, 7821 North South Fifth Street, to an unexpired two-year term to the Evansville Youth Center Advisory Board.  Motion approved unanimously.

v. Roberts made a motion, seconded by Cothard, to approve the mayoral appointment of John Gishnock, 210 Cemetery Road, and John Decker, 143 West Main Street, to the Unified Land Development Code Advisory Committee.  Motion approved unanimously.
IX. City Administrator.  Wietecha reminded the Council that a meeting of the Committee of the Whole is scheduled for Tuesday, July 21, to give an overview of the city’s finances and guide budget deliberations.
X. New Business.  None.
XI. New Ordinances.
XII. First reading of Ordinance 2009-05, Amending Chapters 104 (Stormwater Management), 110 (Land Division) and 130 (zoning) of the Municipal Code.

XIII. First reading of Ordinance 2009-06, Amending Chapter 130 of the Municipal Code Relative to Communication Towers.

XIV. Adjournment.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Cothard, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion approved unanimously at 7:55 pm.
