Common Council
Special Meeting

Thursday, April 9, 2009, 6:00 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  Mayor Sandy Decker called the meeting to order at 6:00.
2. Roll call.  In addition to Mayor Decker, Alderpersons Diane Roberts, Janis Ringhand, Tom Cothard, Mason Braunschweig, Todd Culbertson, Barb Jacobson, Dennis Wessels, and Tony Wyse were present.  City Administrator Dan Wietecha and Police Lieutenant Jay Koehler were also present.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion passed unanimously.
4. Citizen Appearances.  None.
5. CHRP Grant Application.  Wietecha explained that the COPS Hiring Recovery Program (CHRP) grant would pay wages and benefits for a new full-time officer for three years; the three-year grant application totals just over $215,000.  Any costs above an entry level position (for example an education incentive or overtime) would not be covered by the grant; these potential costs are expected to total less than $5000 per year.  In applying for the grant, the Council would be committing to retain the new officer for at least a fourth year at its own expense.  The grant also is not intended to be an excuse to supplant or replace existing officers, either full or part-time.
The Council asked Koehler about staffing levels, number of full and part-time officers, and overtime hours.  He indicated his belief that additional staffing would benefit scheduling and patrol.  Using a benchmark of one full-time officer per 500 population, we are currently about a half-officer understaffed.  In answer to a question about numbers and types of service calls, a listing of the 2002-2008 calls for service was distributed.
Roberts made a motion, seconded by Ringhand, to approve the application for COPS Hiring Recovery Program (CHRP) grant for an additional full-time officer.  Motion passed on a roll call vote 7 to 1 with Jacobson voting against.

The Council emphasized that it was approving the application for the grant.  This should not be taken as an approval to increase the budget for an additional officer if the grant is not awarded.
6. Adjourn.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously at 6:30 pm.
