Common Council
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, February 10, 2009, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  Mayor Sandy Decker called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

2. Roll call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Tom Cothard, Todd Culbertson, Barb Jacobson, Janis Ringhand, Diane Roberts, Dennis Wessels, Tony Wyse, and Mason Braunschweig.  Others present:  City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Attorney Mark Kopp, Public Works Superintendent Dave Wartenweiler, Project Engineer Joe Dorava, and members of the public. 
3. Approval of Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to move Item 6D to follow Item 4, to move Items 6B5 and 6B6 to follow Item 11, and to approve the agenda.  Motion approved unanimously.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Cothard, to waive the reading of the minutes of January 13, 2009, regular meeting and January 27, 2009, special meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.
6D.
Public Works Committee Report.  

Joe Dorava, Vierbicher Associates, presented an update on the lake dredging.  With the snow melt and recent rains, re-filling the lake went much quicker than anticipated.  The lake is now filled to the height of the sluice gate.  The Public Works Department will complete some minor repairs to the dam in the spring; then the lake will be filled the rest of the way.  Although the dredging itself is done; some work in the Every fields remains.


Gib Wiedenhoeft reported that the SOLE group is working on plans for fish cribs and fundraising for fish stocking.
5. Citizen appearances.  Mary Beaver reported that she serves on the Finance, Public Safety and Justice, and Lake Leota District committees for the Rock County Board of Supervisors.  If the City Council or others have county concerns, she encourages them to contact her.
A. Evansville Community Partnership.  Heidi Carvin and Robin Grignon provided the Community Partnership’s annual report, including information on their activities, volunteers, and fundraising.  They appreciate the financial support received from the City through its Economic Development Committee.  Lake Leota will be the theme of the upcoming Fourth of July Celebration.

B. Public Hearing: Ordinance 2009-01, An Ordinance Rezoning Territory from Central Business District (B-2) to Community Business District (B-3).  Wietecha presented the Zoning Administrator’s report, including the required review criteria and findings.  Decker opened the public hearing at 7:02 p.m.  Greg Helgesen answered questions about the project: existing exterior lights are in the canopy and on the east side of the building, underground tanks have been removed, and the floodplain is located toward the front of the property near the street.  Decker closed the public hearing at 7:04 p.m.  Braunschweig presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Ordinance 2009-01, An Ordinance Rezoning Territory from Central Business District (B-2) to Community Business District (B-3), with the findings in the Zoning Administrator’s report.  Motion approved unanimously.
6. Reports of Committees.
A. Plan Commission Report.  None.
B. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report.
(1). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to approve Water & Light bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $566,268.00.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.

(2). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to approve the City bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $775,688.59.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
(3). Wietecha reviewed current procedures for collecting delinquent electric bills.  With a number of delinquent rural bills dating back several years, the Finance Department is turning these all over to a collection agency on a contingency payment arrangement.  These former customers are also tracked in case they return to the area and sign up for service in the future.  Procedures are also being reviewed to better manage collections.
(4). Wietecha noted that the preliminary year-end financial statements indicated that the City overall was within budget.  However, budget amendments are recommended in order to recognize several unexpected expenses throughout the year.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to approve Resolution 2009-01, Approving Year-end Amendments to the 2008 Budget.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
(5). This item was moved to later in the meeting.
(6). This item was moved to later in the meeting.
C. Public Safety Committee Report.  None.
D. Public Works Committee Report.  This item was addressed earlier in the meeting.

E. Water and Light Committee Report.  None.

F. Economic Development Committee Report.  Wyse said that the Committee is meeting with the Chamber of Commerce, Evansville Community Partnership, and the School District to discuss roles and responsibilities in implementing the Economic Development Plan.

G. Park and Recreation Board Report.  Ringhand said that they are discussing plans for re-vegetation and habitat in Lake Leota with the possibility of a grant application early in the spring.

(1). Ringhand made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to approve Resolution 2009-02, Amending Evansville’s Fee Schedule.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
H. Historic Preservation Commission Report.
(1). Wessels reported that the City had received a $13,400 grant from the Wisconsin Historical Society.  Nominations to the State and National Registers of Historic Places will be prepared for historic districts on Grove Street and on South First Street, Leonard-Leota Park, St. John’s Lutheran Church, and the Almeron Eager plot at Maple Hill Cemetery.
I. Fire District Report.
(1). Wessels reminded the City Council of the appreciation supper being held on February 21.
J. Police Commission Report.  None.
K. Evansville-Union Implementation Committee Report.  None.
L. Youth Center Advisory Board Report.  Wietecha noted there was nothing out of the board but that there may be an issue with utility billing to settle with the contract between the City and the YMCA of Northern Rock County.
7. Unfinished Business.
A. Braunschweig presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Ringhand, to approve Ordinance 2008-23, Relative to Parks and Recreation.   Motion approved unanimously.
8. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.

A. The City Council noted that the City has been conscientious about energy and environmental policy for quite some time and that this was appropriate given the City’s renewed efforts with the Office of Energy Independence.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to approve endorsement of the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement.  Motion approved unanimously.
B. Decker reported that the City had received a $37,500 grant from the Wisconsin Office of Energy Independence to conduct an energy audit of municipal buildings, facilities and infrastructure, and vehicles.  A requirement of the grant is for a local energy independence team to meet monthly; their first meeting is February 16.
C. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Ringhand, to waive the seven-day notice on citizen appointments.  Motion approved unanimously.
D. Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to approve the mayoral appointment of Karen Aikman, 126 Garfield Avenue, to the Police Commission for a five-year term ending in 2013.  Motion approved unanimously.
E. Braunshweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to approve the mayoral appointment of the following individuals to the Energy Independence Team through December 2009: Sandy Decker, Janis Ringhand, Fred Juergens, Dave Wartenweiler, Scott George, John Rassmussen, Jodi Sam, Heidi Carvin, Georgia Duerst-Lahti, John Morning, Steve Carlson, Dane Albright, Butch Beedle, Kendall Wethal, and Alicia Rankin.  Motion approved unanimously.
9. Communications from the City Administrator.

A. Wessels, Jacobson, and Kopp indicated that although this item had already been settled at the Fire District meeting the City should still formally act on it.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Cothard, to disallow the claim on payment bond for public project by the Sherwin Williams Company.  Motion approved unanimously.
B. Wietecha said that negotiations are near complete for the City to provide financial support to a non-profit agency that would hire an employee who would schedule the senior shuttle van and coordinate community/senior center activities.
10. New Business.  None. 
11. Introduction of New Ordinances.  None.

6B5.
Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to meet in closed session to discuss non-represented employee performance evaluations, contracts, and wages per Wisconsin Statutes 19.85(1)(c) and to subsequently reconvene in open session.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.  

No action was taken during closed session.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Ringhand, to reconvene in open session.  Motion approved unanimously.

6B6.
Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to approve the non-represented employee contract and wages per the City Administrator’s recommendation for Scott McElroy, Scott George, and Dave Wartenweiler.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
12.
Adjournment.  Roberts made a motion, seconded by Culbertson, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion approved unanimously at 7:50 p.m.

The minutes are not official until approved by the Common Council at their next regular meeting.
