Common Council
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, January 13, 2009, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  Mayor Sandy Decker called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

2. Roll call.  Members present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Tom Cothard, Todd Culbertson, Barb Jacobson, Janis Ringhand, Diane Roberts, Dennis Wessels and Tony Wyse.  Alderperson Mason Braunschweig arrived late.  Staff present:  Dan Wietecha, City Administrator; Judy Walton, City Clerk; Dave Wartenweiler, Public Works Superintendent; Mike Faust, Consigny Law Office; and members of the public. 
3. Approval of Agenda.  Roberts made a motion, seconded by Ringhand to move Item 6H to follow Item 4 and approve the agenda.  Motion approved unanimously.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Ringhand made a motion, seconded by Cothard to waive the reading of the minutes of December 9, 2008, regular meeting and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.
6H.
Parks and Recreation Board Report.  

Mark Krizan, Vierbicher Associates, and Al Weinkauf, Integrity Grading and Excavating gave an update on the lake dredging.  They are working in levels and the overall project is approximately 30% complete.  They encountered a rock shelf and will be able to leave a portion of it intact at the second level.


Ringhand stated the Board is finalizing a few amendments to the Park Ordinance.
5. Citizen appearances.
Ringhand gave an update on the Primetimers activities and stated they are in the process of hiring a coordinator.
A. Public Hearing: Ordinance 2008-22, Amending Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan in Response to Application 2008-35 (properties off Church and Maple Streets).  Wietecha reviewed the history of the property and the Plan Commission recommendations with Council.  Decker opened the public hearing at 6:42 p.m.  Greg Helgesen explained the intent of the land use change.  Decker closed the public hearing at 6:43 p.m.  Braunschweig presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Cothard to adopt Ordinance 2008-22, Amending Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan in Response to Application 2008-35.  Motion approved unanimously.
6. Reports of Committees.
A. Plan Commission Report.
(1). Decker stated that City Planner John Stockham will have office hours at City Hall on Wednesday mornings.

B. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report.
(1). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve Water & Light bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $600,443.42.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
(2). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts to approve the City bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $2,394,505.73.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
(3). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts to approve write off of Water and Light uncollectable bills from 2003 to 2007 totaling $14,739.51.  Jacobson expressed concern that all collection efforts may not have been attempted.  Ringhand questioned why some of the bills were considered uncollectible.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Wessels to table the item until the February regular meeting.  Motion approved unanimously.
(4). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts to meet in closed session to discuss non-represented employee performance evaluations, contracts, and wages per Wisconsin Statutes 19.85(1)(c) and to subsequently reconvene in open session.  Motion approved unanimously at 6:53 p.m.
Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts to reconvene in open session at 6:59 p.m.  Motion approved unanimously.  No action was taken in closed session.
(5). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve non-represented employee contracts and wages.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
C. Public Safety Committee Report.  None
D. Public Works Committee Report.  None
E. Water & Light Committee Report.  None
F. Economic Development Committee Report.  Wyse reported they are having their fourth (and potentially final) meeting to examine other community’s economic development plans.  The I&E Club meeting is 6:30 p.m., January 14th at the Hagen Insurance Building.
G. Redevelopment Authority Report.
(1). Wietecha stated they are recommending suspension of the Redevelopment Authority as their TID#5 planned projects have been successfully completed.  Council expressed their gratitude for a job well done to those involved.  Ringhand made a motion, seconded by Cothard to suspend Redevelopment Authority until such future time as needed by the Common Council.  Motion approved unanimously.
H. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Previously moved to follow Item 4.
I. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  None
J. Fire District Report.
(1). Wessels gave an update on the new Fire Hall.  The trucks, the last of the major items, have been moved.  He invited Council and City Administrator Wietecha to attend a dinner at the facility on February 21st at 4:00 p.m.
K. Police Commission Report.
(1). Wietecha reported that Jay Koehler was promoted to Lieutenant, Mike Laufenberg was promoted to Investigator, and Matthew Nankee was hired as full-time officer.

L. Evansville-Union Implementation Committee Report.  Ringhand stated they are close to getting a unified map.
M. Youth Center Advisory Board.  None
7. Unfinished Business. 
A. Braunschweig presented the second reading and made a motion, seconded by Cothard to approve Ordinance 2008-17, Annexing Territory to the City of Evansville.  [Celtic Ridge].  [Citizen initiated ordinance, no sponsor required].  Motion approved unanimously.
8. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.  None
9. Communications from the City Administrator.  None
10. New Business.  None
11. Introduction of New Ordinances.  None
12. Motion to adjourn.  Roberts made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to adjourn at 7:12 p.m.  Motion approved unanimously.
Prepared by Judy Walton, City Clerk
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