Common Council
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, April 8, 2008, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

Minutes
1. Call to order.  Mayor Sandy Decker called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
2. Roll call.  Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Tom Cothard, Barb Jacobson, Fred Juergens, Diane Roberts, John Sornson, Dennis Wessels, and Tony Wyse.  Others present: Dan Wietecha, City Administrator; Judy Walton, City Clerk; Lisa Novinska, Finance Director/Treasurer; Mark Kopp, City Attorney; and members of the public. 
3. Approval of Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts to approve the agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts to amend the agenda to include Primetimers under citizen appearances.  Motion approved unanimously.  Main motion, as amended, approved unanimously.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Cothard to waive the reading of the minutes of March 11, 2008, regular meeting and April 5, 2008, special meeting as Committee of the Whole, and to approve them as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.
5. Citizen appearances
A. Jeff Roe, on behalf of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and the National Arbor Day Foundation presented the City with their 7th consecutive DNR Tree City Award. 
B. Gil Wiedenhoeft, SOLE, stated that Kelly Gildner found possible funding through the Wisconsin Shoreline Fund.  Soil samples have not been completed, but could potentially be done by themselves with a portable boring machine they have access to.  The next meeting is April 9, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. at the Library.
C. Chief Mike Halvensleben presented an update on the new Fire Hall.  They are looking into possibly acquiring funds through FEMA for the communications tower.  Loan financing will be through M&I Bank, 20 year amortization with interest at just over 4%, fixed for 5 years.  Several local contractors were awarded bids.  Ground breaking will be at 4:00 p.m. on April 9, 2008, excavation to start the following week and occupancy is scheduled for November 1, 2008.  He added that enthusiasm is high among the volunteers.  Alderperson Jacobson commended the Chief and the Firefighters for their hard work on this project. 
D. Randy Kyle, North Prairie Productions, stated that not much has changed.  The Board meets on a continuous basis and the project is still in a holding pattern.  Alternatives are still being investigated.
Earlier today, Governor Doyle presented Landmark with a $4,000,000 grant for the Soybean Crush Facility.  Mr. Kyle thanked the City of Evansville for their support.   He explained their business plan timeline, anticipating conclusion by May or June, 2009 and construction would follow.  Construction is estimated to take 12 – 16 months and the facility would be ready for the fall harvest.  Total project cost is expected to be $100 million and create 40-50 jobs.
E. Mary Libby, Primetimers, distributed their 3rd quarter report and stated things are really booming with 11 viable programs.
6. Reports of Committees

A. Plan Commission Report. None 
B. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report

(1). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to approve W&L bills and authorize their payment amount of $724,110.89.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
(2). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts to approve City bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $831,005.11.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
(3). Council welcomed the city’s new Finance Director/Treasurer Lisa Novinska.
C. Public Safety Committee Report.  None.
D. Public Works Committee Report

(1). Update on planning for Lake Leota dredge project.  Wietecha stated the soil borings need to be taken in order for the DNR to proceed with the application and unless there is a lengthy delay, the borings should be done by a hired company. 
Braunschweig added that they have received a 1 year extension from the DNR for the dam repair work and nothing has been finalized regarding the possible fill up and draw down prior to the dredge project.
(2). Excess brick pavers.  Braunschweig stated there is no facility to store the pavers.  If not donated, Council discussed how to move the bricks, securing them if they were able to be stored and how to sell them.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts to donate the Stoughton bricks to the Friends of the Community/Senior Center.  Motion approved 6-2 on a roll call vote with Wessels and Jacobson opposing.
(3). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Juergens to approve lease-to-purchase of two plow trucks (Capital Budget #C819).  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
(4). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Cothard to approve Resolution 2008-06, Authorizing Submittal of a State Grant Application and Subsequent Appropriation of City Funds for a Stormwater Planning Grant.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
E. Water & Light Committee Report. None.
F. Economic Development Committee Report

(1). Wyse stated the Economic Development Strategy taskforce presentations will be at the April 17th, 2008 meeting at 5:30 p.m. at the High School Media Room.
G. Redevelopment Authority Report

(1). Juergens made a motion, seconded by Cothard to approve the development agreement with Eager Fuchs, LLC, incorporating the suggestions from the City Attorney.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote. 
H. Parks and Recreation Board Report. None.
I. Historic Preservation Commission Report. None. 
J. Fire District Report. None. 
K. Police Commission Report.  Dan stated that at the commission meeting April 7, 2008 they discussed revising/clarifying procedures for complaints and charges and approved hiring a new police officer.
L. Evansville-Union Implementation Committee Report.  None.
7. Unfinished Business 
8. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor 

A. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts to approve Resolution 2008-07, Commending Fred Juergens for his Service as an Alderperson for the Second District.  Motion approved.  
B. Braunschweig presented Mayoral Proclamation, designating April 25, 2008, as Arbor Day.

C. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Sornson to approve Resolution 2008-08, a Resolution supporting the Wisconsin Energy Independent Community Partnership.  Motion approved unanimously.
9. Communications from the City Administrator

A. Wietecha reviewed the City’s alcohol license quota.  Wessels asked how we could specify limits on the classes that are not restricted by statute.
Wietecha added that problems continue with City email in regard to sending and receiving mail through Charter.
10. New Business. None. 
11. Introduction of New Ordinances.  None. 
12. Motion to adjourn.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Cothard to adjourn at                                              
7:37 p.m.  Motion approved unanimously.   
Prepared by:

Judy Walton

City Clerk

The minutes are not official until approved by Council at their next regular meeting.
