Common Council
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, November 13, 2007, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order.  Mayor Sandy Decker called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.
2. Roll call.  Members present:  Chair Mayor Decker; Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Barb Jacobson, Fred Juergens, Diane Roberts, John Sornson, Dennis Wessels, and Tony Wyse.  Staff present:  Dan Wietecha, City Administrator; Eric Jepperson, Finance Director/Treasurer and Judy Walton, City Clerk.  Also present:  Mark Schroeder, City Attorney; and members of the public.
Tom Cothard arrived at 6:50 p.m.

3. Approval of Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Juergens to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion approved unanimously.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts to waive the reading of the minutes of the October 9, 2007 regular meeting and the October 13, 2007, special meeting and to approve them as printed.  Motion approved unanimously.
5. Citizen appearances.  
A. North Prairie Productions.  Mike Robinson, North Prairie Productions President, stated their Board of Directors voted unanimously to temporarily suspend construction activities until market conditions improve.  John Sheehy, North Prairie Productions Chairman of the Board of Directors, added that the decision was prudent in order to conserve as much equity as possible to keep the project viable.  Although the project is temporarily halted, they are continuing with the projects in motion such as the concrete work and the engineering projects.  Sornson requested representatives to continue to attend monthly council meetings to provide current status first hand.  Mr. Robinson agreed to fulfill that request.
B. SOLE Committee.  None
C. ECP.  None
D. Public. None
6. Reports of Committees.
A. Plan Commission Report.
(1). Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts to approve extraterritorial land division for Charles and Delores Rohloff, Conifer Hills Third Addition (application 2007-28).  Motion approved unanimously.
B. Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report.
(1). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts to approve W&L bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $1,236,275.00.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
(2). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts to approve the City bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $1,053,840.48.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
(3). Public hearing on 2008 Operating Budget.
Eric Jepperson stated there were no changes to his memo or the ordinance since the last meeting.  Decker opened the public hearing at 6:53 p.m.  No one spoke.  Decker closed the public hearing at 6:54 p.m.  Braunschweig commended the council and staff on their timely work on the budget.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Juergens to approve Ordinance 2007-16, Adopting 2008 Operating Budget and Setting Levies.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
(4). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts to adopt Resolution 2007-47, Borrowing $200,000 from the State Trust Fund for Purchasing the Post Office.  Motion approved on a 7-1 roll call vote, with Jacobson opposing.
(5). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Juergens to adopt Resolution 2007-46, Borrowing $169,000 from the State Trust Fund for Purchasing the Fire Station.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
(6). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts to adopt Resolution 2007-48, Establishing the Municipal Judge’s Salary for the Year 2008.  Motion approved on a 7-1 roll call vote, with Sornson opposing.
(7). Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts to apply for exemption from the 2007 Rock County library levy. Motion approved unanimously.
C. Public Safety Committee Report.
Sornson applauded the Police Department for their work in conjunction with Crime Stoppers on the arrests of those responsible for the recent vandalism.  Roberts informed Council that an alcohol license application was not included on the agenda.
D. Public Works Committee Report

(1). Discussion on possible creation of storm water utility.

Wietecha explained that the fee could be charged by creating a new utility district or by placing the fee as a separate line item on an existing sewer utility.  He outlined the various factors that need consideration beforehand.  Braunschweig added that the fee would move from the tax bill to a utility bill.  Staff was directed to determine how to go forward with this project procedurally in order to create a storm water utility with the options that Wietecha set forth in his memo.
(2). Hwy M, Sidewalks, 6th Street storm water (move meeting to city hall).  
Braunschweig stated there was one change order on the Highway M project which came in under budget.  Sidewalk construction is coming to an end, under budget as well.  A brainstorming session for the Sixth Street storm water issue is scheduled during the regular Public Works meeting on November 27th.  The meeting location was changed to City Hall.  
(3). Juergens stated they have awarded the contract for the engineering study on Lake Leota to Vierbicher. 
E. Water & Light Committee Report.  None
F. Economic Development Committee Report.  Wyse reported that Ken Hendricks, ABC Supply, will be the keynote speaker for the Summit.  The event will be on Saturday, January 12, 2008 in the High School Commons.
G. Redevelopment Authority Report.
(1). Juergens made a motion, seconded by Cothard to approve Resolution 2007-49, Adopting the Report Entitled “Allen Creek & North Union Street Redevelopment Master Plan.”  Motion approved unanimously.
H. Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Juergens recognized Footville Rock & Lime for donating the entire cost of the rock and the transportation of the rock for the Allen Creek Restoration Project.
I. Historic Preservation Commission Report.  Wessels reported that the visit from the Wisconsin Association of Historic Preservation Commissions last month was very positive.
J. Fire District Report.  Wessels reported that the preliminary sketches for the Fire Department were in, noting that there was not much room for expansion.  Jacobson added that the gravel road adjacent to the property could potentially be used if expansion was necessary.
K. Police Commission Report.  Wietecha stated there were revisions to the procedures for citizen complaints and charges, making the process much cleaner.
7. Unfinished Business.  None
8. Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.  Decker reminded Council of the celebration this weekend, starting with the ribbon cutting at 3:00 p.m. on Friday, November 16th in the first block of East Main Street.  Activities to continue on Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Senator Erpenbach and Represetative Davis will be in attendance.
9. Communications from the City Administrator
Decker removed herself from the table at 7:47 p.m.
A. Development Agreement.

Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts to approve the Development Agreement with Evansville Manor, pending creation of TID #8. Wietecha reviewed the proposed Development Agreement for a 25 Unit Residential Care Apartment Complex.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts to amend the main motion by adding a contingency on the approval that the City Administrator confirms the dates and numbers listed on Appendix A.  Amendment approved unanimously. Main motion, as amended, approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
Decker returned to the table at 7:52 p.m.
B. Discussion on re-establishing Committee of the Whole.

Braunschweig stated he would prefer to continue with an annual strategic planning meeting.  Decker concurred and added that it may be beneficial to have 2 such meetings annually, perhaps in March & August.
10. New Business.  None
11. Introduction of New Ordinances

A. Braunschweig presented the first reading of Ordinance 2007-15, Detaching Territory from the City of Evansville.  [Heissner property.  Citizen initiated ordinance, no sponsors required].

B. Braunschweig presented the first reading of Ordinance 2007-17, Allowing the Operation of Neighborhood Electric Vehicles.  [Sponsors: Juergens and Sornson].
C. Braunschweig presented the first reading of Ordinance 2007-18, Regarding Common Council Planning and Approval of Public Improvements Projects.  [Sponsors: Juergens and Braunschweig].

D. Braunschweig presented the first reading of Ordinance 2007-19, Relative to Signage in the Regional Business District (B-4) and the Industrial Districts.  [Sponsors: Braunschweig and Roberts].

E. Braunschweig presented the first reading of Ordinance 2007-20, Rezoning Territory from Agricultural District One (A-1) to Residential District One (R-1) in Response to Development Application 2007-33.  [Every property.  Citizen initiated ordinance, no sponsors required].
F. Braunschweig presented the first reading of Ordinance 2007-21, Relative to Dimensional Standards in Residential District One, Large Lot Urban Residential Disticts (LL-R12 and LL-R15), and Rural Residential District (RR).  [Sponsors: Roberts and Wyse].
12. Motion to adjourn.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Juergens to adjourn at 8:00 p.m.  

Motion approved unanimously.
Prepared by:

Judy Walton

City Clerk
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