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Common Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, July 12, 2005, 6:30 PM

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

Mayor Ringhand called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.  Present were: Mayor Ringhand and Aldpersons Aikman, Cothard, Anderson, Kooyman, Hammann, Roberts, Sornson, and Wessels.  Staff present: Bill Connors, City Administrator; Thomas Alisankus, Municipal Judge; Deb Gilbert, Finance Director; Mary Beaver, EMS Coordinator; Dave Wartenweiler, Superintendent of Public Works/Building Inspector; Scott George, Superintendent of Water & Light Department; Arthur Phillips, Police Lieutenant; Bridget Rolek, Library Director; and Jim Beilke, Clerk/Treasurer.

Approval of Agenda.

The Agenda, changing seconding reading and motion to approve of item (C)(B)(1), was approved as printed.

Approval of Minutes.
Motion by Hammann, seconded by Sornson, moved to waive the reading of the June 14, 15, & 21, 2005, meetings and approve them with the amendment of the June 15, 2005 minutes on page 5 to change “Dave Moore” to “Dave Olsen.”  Motion passed.

Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed.  None.

Committee Reports:
Evansville Community Partnership Report.  None.

Plan Commission Report.
 Second reading and motion by Hammann, seconded by Sornson, to approve Ordinance #2005-15 which would amend the city’s zoning map by changing the zoning classification for Citgo gas station/convenience store/Subway restaurant (Application #2005-10) as specified from Residential District One (R-1) to Community Business District (B-3).

 In response to a comment about the complicated process of granting all of the approvals for gas station/convenience store project, Mr. Connors said Francois Oil Co. might need a variance for an eight-foot fence shown on the site plan approved by the Plan Commission.  The fence will be addressed, if necessary, at a later date.

The motion carried.  

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to approve the land division application for Grand Orchard Estates subdivision (Application #2005-8) with conditions recommended by Plan Commission if any.  Motion carried.

Second reading and motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to approve Ordinance #2005-16, which would amend the city’s zoning map by changing the zoning classification of the Grand Orchard Estates subdivision (Application #2005-9) from Agricultural District One (A-1) to LL-R12A, LL-R12B, and R-2.  Motion carried.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to approve the preliminary land division for Ace Hardware (Application #2005-12) with conditions recommended by Plan Commission if any.    Motion carried.

Second reading and motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to approve Ordinance #2005-21, which would amend the city’s zoning code by allowing sidewalk cafes in the Central Business District (B-2) as a conditional use provided specified standards can be met.  Motion carried.

Alderperson Hammann raised the issue that the next item on the agenda was denied at Plan Commission and asked why is it on the Common Council’s agenda.   Mr. Connors explained the city’s tradition was to state all items on the agenda as motions “to approve,” but an alderperson could make the motion to deny or to approve as long as the motion addressed the subject matter.

Second reading and motion by Hammann, seconded by Kooyman, to approve Ordinance #2005-22, which would amend the city’s zoning code by allowing drive-up windows for all types of commercial enterprises in the Central Business District (B-2) as a conditional use provided specified standards can be met.

Mr. Connors forwarded communications from Dan Strauss, MD Group, LLC, which owns and operates Evansville Pharmacy, that they are very interested in drive-though window and were unable to attend the Plan Commission’s meeting or tonight’s meeting.  Discussion centered on the Pharmacy’s concerns and drive-though windows.

On a roll call vote, Ald. Aikman, Cothard, Roberts, Sornson, and Wessels voted against, and Ald. Hammann, Anderson, and Kooyman voted in favor.  Motion failed.

Second reading and motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to approve Ordinance #2005-23 which would amend the city’s zoning code by allowing “Institutional Residential Use” in Residential District One (R-1), Residential District Two (R-2), and Residential District Three (R-3) as a conditional use provided specified standards as revised can be met.  Motion carried.
Second reading and motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to approve Ordinance #2005-20, which would amend the city’s sign code by allowing: (1) sandwich signs in the Central Business District (B-2) on city sidewalks provided specified standards can be met and (2) temporary signage during major road reconstruction projects.

Mayor Rindhand explained this ordinance would allow a sandwich board sign in front of your own business and temporary sandwich board signs at other locations only during road construction.  Mr. Connors discussed how this ordinance only authorizes the Council to adopt a separate resolution that would allow temporary sandwich board signs during construction.
Motion by Hammann, seconded by Wessels, to amend motion to include that all sandwich board signs in the Historic District shall first go to the Historical Preservation for their review and comments for Common Council.  Motion carried.

Motion by Kooyman to amend motion to separate the two issues, signs during construction periods and signs during non-construction periods.  Mr. Connors explained that a motion to divide the question would be the preferable way to achieve what Ald. Kooyman wanted, but that this ordinance was drafted in a way that made it difficult to divide the question.  Motion failed for lack of second.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Wessels, to table the ordinance.  Motion carried.  Mr. Connors will draft two new ordinances separating the issues.

Second reading and motion by Hammann, seconded by Wessels, to approve Ordinance #2005-19, which would amend the city’s sign code by clarifying: (1) the status of nonconforming signs following the termination of a business and (2) other unrelated provisions.

Mr. Connors explained the ordinance would add introductory text to the sections of the sign regulations (because the titles of the sections are not part of the regulations), correct inconsistencies in awning, canopy, and marquee terms, clarify when a legal non-conforming sign of a terminated business loses its legal non-conforming status, and how to classify signs.  The intention is to clarify current sign regulations consistent with staff’s interpretation and not to change current sign regulations.

The motion carried. 

Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to approve W&L bills and authorize their payments of $538,824.83.  Motion carried unanimously on roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to approve the City bills and authorize their payments of 733,843.85.  Motion carried unanimously on roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-29, authorizing the issuance and sale up to $1,800,000 Sewerage System Revenue Bonds, Series 2005.

On roll call vote, Ald. Aikman, Cothard, Hammann, Roberts, Sornson, Wessels, Anderson, and Kooyman voted in favor.  Motion carried.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-30, authorizing Ehlers and Associates, Inc. to Solicit Competitive Bids for not to exceed $1,675,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes of the City of Evansville, Wisconsin.

Ald. Wessels objected that some of the money that is being proposed to be borrowed would be for projects in 2006, which the Council has not yet approved as part of the 2006 budget.  Mayor Rindhand explained capital projects are an on-going event and the city saves money be combining two years of capital projects together when borrowing money.

On roll call vote, Ald. Aikman, Cothard, Hammann, Roberts, Sornson, Anderson, and Kooyman voted in favor, and Ald. Wessels voted against.  Motion carried.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-31, authorizing Ehlers and Associates, Inc. to Solicit Competitive Bids for not to exceed $3,250,000 Water and Electric System Revenue Bonds of the City of Evansville, Wisconsin.

On roll call vote, Ald. Aikman, Cothard, Hammann, Roberts, Sornson, Wessels, Anderson, and Kooyman voted in favor.  Motion carried.

Motion Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Resolution #2005-32, granting Authorization for City Finance Director to Countersign City Checks.  Motion carried.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-33, amending the Adopted 2005 City Budget to Increase the Capital Project Appropriation for the Police Radar Trailer by $464 and Decrease the Appropriation for Police Department Equipment by $464.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikamn, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-34, amending the Adopted City Budget to increase the appropriation for legal services by $17,655.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-36, amending the Adopted 2005 City Budget to Increase the Appropriation for TID No. 5 Administrative Services by $9,000.  Mr. Connors explained a budget amendment is needed to prepare a proposed enlargement of TID No. 5.  He also explained an amendment that was needed for the text of the resolution to provide a revenue source for the increased expenditures.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to amend motion by inserting at the end of resolution, “and to increase account number 25-49999-99, Fund Balance Applied, by $9,0000, from 25,150 to 34,150.”  Motion carried.

The original motion, as amended, carried unanimously on roll call vote.

Second reading and motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Ordinance  #2005-18, amending the Municipal Code relative to Common Council Rules of Procedure. 

Ald. Aikman explained that ordinance allows any denied motion in committee will move to Common Council if receiving two-third votes from the Alderpersons at a Common Council meeting.  Ald. Wessels and Sornson want all committee motions to come to Common Council.  

On a roll call vote, Ald. Aikman, Roberts, Kooyman, Cothard, Hammann, and Anderson voted in favor, and Ald. Wessels and Sornson voted against.  Motion carried.

The Common Council recessed at 8:30 PM.

The Common Council reconvened in open session at 8:38 PM.

Public Safety Committee Report.

Ald. Cothard removed himself from table.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Kooyman, to adopt Ordinance #2005-24, amending Municipal Code relative to time limits on outdoor construction activity.

Motion failed.

Public Works Committee Report.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Sornson, to adopt Resolution #2005-35, documenting review of the completed Compliance Maintenance Annual Report and indicating action to be taken to prevent effluent limit violations, carried.

Water & Light Committee Report.  No report.

Economic Development Committee Report.  No report.

Evansville Redevelopment Authority Report.
Mr. Connors reported that the Redevelopment Authority is reviewing outcomes of enlarging TID No. 5.

Parks and Recreation Board Report.

The pool renovation project was completed, and citizens were enjoying the new pool.

Historic Preservation Commission Report. No report.

Fire District Report. No report.

Unfinished Business.

Motion Roberts, seconded by Sornson, to reconsider adoption of Resolution #2005-19, establishing a process for creating and adopting the 2006 City Operating and Capital Budgets.  Motion carried.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to amend the motion to include October 6, 2005 on page 2, line 12.  Motion carried.

The original motion, as amended, carried.

Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-37 approving the appointment of James A. Beilke as City Clerk/Treasurer.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to approve Employment Contract between the City of Evansville and James A. Beilke.  Motion carried.

Communications and Recommendations from the City Administrator.

Mr. Connors distributed his report. 

New Business.  None.

Introduction of New Ordinances. 

First reading of Ordinance #2005-25, amending the Municipal Code relative to Habitual Truancy (Sponsored by Ald. Cothard and Roberts)

First reading of Ordinance #2005-26, amending the Municipal Code to Adopt Provisions of the State Criminal Code (sponsored by Ald. Cothard and Roberts)

First reading of Ordinance #2005-27, amending the Municipal Code relative to subdivisions and other land divisions, annexation and zoning (Sponsored by Ald. Hammann and Aikman)

Motion by Kooyman, seconded by Roberts, to adjourn the meeting at 8:56 PM.  Motion passed.

Prepared by:

James Beilke

City Clerk/Treasurer

The Minutes are not official until approved by Common Council.
