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Common Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, June 14, 2005, 6:30 PM

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

Mayor Ringhand called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.  Present were: Mayor Ringhand and Aldpersons Aikman, Cothard, Hammann, Roberts, Sornson, and Wessels.  Absent were Alderpersons Anderson and Kooyman.  Staff present: Bill Connors, City Administrator; Mary Beaver, EMS, Coordinator; Scott George, Superintendent of Water & Light Department; Scott McElroy, Chief of Police; Bridget Rolek, Library Director.

Approval of Agenda.

The Agenda, with the deletion of item (C)(5)(1), was approved as printed.

Approval of Minutes.
Roberts, seconded by Wessels, moved to waive the reading of the May 10, 2005, meeting and approve them as printed.  Motion passed.

Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed.  None.

Committee Reports.
Evansville Community Partnership.  No report.

Plan Commission.
Motion by Hammann, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Ordinance #2005-12, annexing Rachel Elmer’s property.  Ald. Hammann discussed Mr. Connors’s memorandum dated June 1, 2005, regarding a proposal to manage the residential growth rate.  Mr. Connors said the spreadsheet attached to the memorandum provided an example of development limits the city and developers might agree to in final land dividers’ agreements to manage the rate of growth.  He stated that if the city allows developers to produce 70 new lots per year over the next 10 years, the city population will grow by more than the 27% target population growth rate over 10 years.  Roger Berg and Ron Combs clarified that the proposal limits the number of lots for which infrastructure will be constructed, not the number of lots sold or the number of houses sold or the number of building permits issued.  Mr. Connors said that the city cannot agree over the next 10 years to allow subdivision of all of the areas marked for residential development on the Interim Future Land Use Map unless the city is willing to abandon the 27% target population growth rate over 10 years.  The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Ordinance #2005-13, rezoning Rachel Elmer’s land from A-1 Town of Union to A-1 City of Evansville.  Motion by Hammann, seconded by Roberts, to amend the ordinance by striking the word “annexation” from the title.  Motion passed.  Original motion, as amended, passed.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to approve the preliminary land divider’s agreement with Evansville Development, Inc. for the Grand Orchard Estates Subdivision on Rachel Elmer’s land.  There was discussion of the subdivision, e.g., the proposed zoning, street layout, sewer and water service, location of the bicycle/pedestrian path, locations of the sidewalks, and the slivers of land that were not annexed and will given or sold to adjacent landowners.  The alderpersons agreed that the developers must pay or reimburse the city for property taxes the city must pay to the Town of Union or other government entities as a result of the annexation and development of the land.  Motion passed.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Ordinance #2005-14, amending the Municipal Code relative to outdoor commercial food and beverage service.  This ordinance does not address sidewalk cafes, which are addressed by a separate ordinance that will receive its first reading at this meeting.  Motion by Hammann, seconded by Sornson, to delete the words “rope or” from page 2, line 7.  Motion passed.  Original motion, as amended, passed.

Finance and Labor Relations Committee.
Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to approve the Water & Light bills in the amount of $877,375.39 and authorize their payment.  Motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to approve the City bills in the amount of $767,923.74 and authorize their payment.  Motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to convene in closed session to review the performance of the City Administrator.  Motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote at 7:06 PM.

The Common Council recessed at 7:55 PM.

The Common Council reconvened in open session at 8:05 PM.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to approve the 2005 employment contract for the City Administrator.  Motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to approve the 2005 employment contract for the City Finance Director.  Motion passed.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to approve the 2005 employment contract for the Chief of Police.  Motion passed.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to approve the 2005 employment contract for the Superintendent of Public Works.  There was discussion of having two people serve as the Superintendent of Public Works and Building Inspector in the future, rather than combining these two positions in a single person.  Motion passed.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Sornson, to approve the 2005 employment contract for the Superintendent of Water & Light Department.  Motion passed.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Sornson, to approve the 2005 employment contract for the Emergency Medical Service Coordinator.  Motion passed.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to recommend to Council approval of a modification of the Final Land Divider’s Agreement with Saviour Development LLC for the Capstone Ridge Subdivision to require the developer to reimburse the city for a storm sewer extension on Countryside Dr.  Mr. Connors said he learned from City Engineer David Sauer at the pre-construction meeting that the city’s contractor will install the storm sewer extension, rather than the developer’s contractor as the agreement had anticipated.  The developers were at the pre-construction meeting and agreed they would reimburse the city for this cost.  Motion passed.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Resolution #2005-19, establishing the process for creating and adopting the 2006 City Operating and Capital Budgets.  Motion passed.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-20, restating the Adopted 2004 City Budget for Wastewater Treatment and Water and Light Funds.  Motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-21, amending the Adopted 2005 City Budget to create a budget for a new Finance Department from the budgets for the City Clerk/Treasurer and City Finance Director.  Mr. Connors informed the Council that he had not provided them with a revised version of this resolution to reflect the amendments made by the Finance and Labor Relations Committee.  Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to replace “new department” changed to “new cost center” throughout the resolution.  Motion passed.  Ald. Sornson said he opposed the motion because, for the time being, the Human Resources Administrator still is doing work for the clerk/treasurer’s office.  Original motion, as amended, failed on a 5-1 roll call vote, with Ald. Sornson voting no.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Resolution #2005-22, amending the Adopted 2005 City Budget to provide an appropriation for an updated inventory of historic buildings in the city.  Mr. Connors said the federal government gave a grant to the state Historical Society, which used part of the money to make a grant to the Evansville Historical Society.  There is no local match.  Motion passed.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-23, amending the Adopted 2005 City Budget to provide an appropriation for a radar speed display trailer.  Mr. Connors said the budget included $10,000 for an emergency road out of the back of the police station, but Helgesen Excavating had provided the road for free, so the $10,000 was available to purchase a radar trailer.  Motion passed.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Sornson, to approve the State Municipal Agreement for a Highway Improvement Project (STH 59/213).  Ald. Hammann said these state contracts have provisions that could create issues for the city, such as requiring the city to pay for damage to the detour route.  He said the city should at least insist on being informed of the detour route before entering into the agreement.  Motion by Cothard, seconded by Hammann, to refer this matter to the Public Works Committee.  Motion passed.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Resolution #2005-27, authorizing the borrowing of not to exceed $12,518,300; providing for the issuance and sales of securities therefor; and levying a tax in connection therewith.  Mr. Connors said the purpose of this resolution is to preserve the city’s ability to borrow and levy taxes for debt service for all items on the 5-year capital plan for 2005-09 without the levy counting against the levy limits the Legislature is seeking to enact.  In response to a question from an alderperson, Mr. Connors said he believes the 5-year capital plan for 2005-09, and the borrowing amount in the resolution, includes the cost of improving the new west-side park and dredging Lake Leota, but would need to double-check that.  Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to increase amend the resolution to increase the amount of borrowing to up to $15 million and to include development of the west-side park and dredging Lake Leota in the list of projects.  Motion passed.  The original motion, as amended, passed.

Public Safety Committee Report.

Ald. Cothard noted that the agenda did not include motions to approve liquor, beer and wine licenses.  Mr. Connors apologized for this oversight.  The alderpersons agreed to have a special Council meeting at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, June 21, 2005, so the new licenses could be approved before the existing licenses expire at the end of June.

Public Works Committee Report.

Second reading and motion by Hammann, seconded by Sornson, to adopt Ordinance #2005-11, amending stop sign locations.  Motion passed.

Ald. Hammann reported on the “keep kids alive” signs on E. Countryside Dr. and N. Water St.  The city reimbursed the resident who purchased these, so they belong to the city and will be used elsewhere in the city in future years.

Water & Light Committee Report.  No report.

Economic Development Committee Report.  No report.

Evansville Redevelopment Authority Report.
Mr. Connors reported that the Redevelopment Authority has adopted new policies and forms, thanks largely to the work of James Otterstein of Rock County Economic Development.

Parks and Recreation Board Report.

There was a discussion of the recent lack of progress on the pool renovation project.

Historic Preservation Commission Report.

Sandy Decker, Chairperson, reported that Jim Sewell, and architect with the state Historical Society, will meet with the owners of three downtown business properties to discuss possible historic restorations of their buildings.

Fire District Report.

Ald. Roberts reported that the 2004 audit has been completed and new officers were elected: Kendall Schneider, Town of Union, President; Dennis Wessels, City of Evansville, Vice-President; Fern McCoy, Town of Magnolia, Secretary/Treasurer.

Unfinished Business.

Ald. Cothard asked Ms. Rolek where the money came from to paint the frieze work on the exterior of the library.  Ms. Rolek responded that the money came from donations and the library’s regular maintenance budget.

Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Sornson, to adopt Resolution #2005-24, commending Sandra Hart for her service as City Clerk/Treasurer.  Motion passed.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Wessels, to adopt Resolution #2005-25, commending Doug Zweizig for his service as a Trustee on the Eager Free Public Library Board.  Motion passed.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-26, commending Richard Waller for his service as a Trustee on the Eager Free Public Library Board.  Motion passed.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Sornson, to waive the seven-day notice period and approve the mayoral appointment of Gwen Clendening as a Trustee on the Board of the Eager Free Public Library for a three-year term beginning on July 1, 2005.  Motion passed.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Cothard, to waive the seven-day notice period and approve the mayoral appointment of Wally Shannon as a Trustee on the Board of the Eager Free Public Library for a three-year term beginning on July 1, 2005.

Communications and Recommendations from the City Administrator.  Mr. Connors urged alderpersons to ask him any questions about or raise any concerns they might have with his work at this point in the agenda each month, or to call him or stop by his office.

New Business.  None.

Introduction of New Ordinances. 

First reading of Ordinance #2005-15, rezoning territory from Residential District One (R-1) to Community Business District (B-3).  (by application) (Francois Oil property at the northeast corner of E. Main St. and Union St.)

First reading of Ordinance #2005-16, rezoning territory from Agricultural District One (A-1) to Large Lot Urban Residential District Twelve “A” (LL-R12A), Large Lot Urban Residential District Twelve “B” (LL-R12B), and Residential District One (R-1) (Elmer property—Grand Orchard Estates).  (by application)

First reading of Ordinance #2005-17, adopting the Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan of the City of Evansville, Wisconsin.

First reading of Ordinance #2005-18, amending the Municipal Code relative to Common Council rules of procedure.  (sponsored by Ald. Cothard and Ald. Aikman)

First reading of Ordinance #2005-19, amending the Municipal Code relative to regulation of signs.  (sponsored by Ald. Hammann and Ald. Aikman)

First reading of Ordinance #2005-20, amending the Municipal Code relative sandwich board signs.  (sponsored by Ald. Hammann and Ald. Cothard)

First reading of Ordinance #2005-21, amending the Municipal Code relative to sidewalk cafes.  (sponsored by Ald. Hammann and Ald. Aikman)

First reading of Ordinance #2005-22, amending the Municipal Code relative to in-vehicle sales and services incidental to principal land use in the B-2 zoning district.  (sponsored by Ald. Hammann and Ald. Roberts)

First reading of Ordinance #2005-23, amending the Municipal Code relative to indoor institutional uses and institutional residential uses in the R-1, R-2 and R-3 zoning districts and vehicular access in the B-1, B-2, B-3, B-4 and O-1 zoning districts.  (sponsored by Ald. Hammann and Ald. Aikman)

First reading of Ordinance #2005-24, amending the Municipal Code relative to time limits on outdoor construction activity.  (sponsored by Ald. Hammann and Ald. Kooyman)

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Wessels, to adjourn the meeting at 9:12 PM.  Motion passed.

Prepared by:

William E. Connors

City Administrator

The Minutes are not official until approved by Council.

