Common Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, May 10, 2005, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Ringhand at 6:30 p.m.  Present were Mayor Ringhand, Alderpersons Aikman, Cothard, Hammann, Roberts, Sornson, and Wessels.  Ald. Kooyman arrived at 6:32 p.m.  Absent was Ald. Anderson.  Staff present: Scott George, Water & Light Superintendent; Mary Beaver, EMS Coordinator; Mark Kopp, City Attorney; Sgt. Bill Fitters, Police Dept.; and Sandra Hart, City Clerk.  Bill Connors, City Administrator, arrived at 6:35 p.m.

The Agenda was approved as presented.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Wessels, to waive the reading of the Minutes of April 12 and April 19, 2005 and approve them as printed.  Ald. Aikman requested the Minutes be amended to have paragraph 5, page 2 of the April 12, 2005 Minutes to read “The Resolution failed on a 3 – 4 roll call with Wessels, Cothard, and Sornson voting yes and Aikman, Hammann, Kooyman, and Roberts voting no.” and all other language deleted.  Council agreed to the amendment.  Minutes were approved as amended.

Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed.  

Alice Gray, regional organizer for the American Cancer Society, expressed gratitude to the Evansville EMTs who historically raise more than a $1,000 each year during the annual Relay for Life campaigns.  The Relay for Life will be held on August 12 this year.  She also wanted to congratulate all the EMTs as they celebrate EMS week and thank them for the contribution they make to the community.

Reports of Committees.

Evansville Community Partnership.
Phil Liautuid, representative from ECP, wanted to update the Council about the current events.  The Earth Day Energy Fair held at the field house was a great success.  The downtown flower baskets will be up by the end of May for Memorial Day weekend.  The ECP and the Chamber have created a Welcome packet for newcomers to the Evansville area and they are looking to have welcome bags ready by the end of May.  The 4th of July theme this year is “Constructing Freedom for All” and planning for the celebration is underway.  The music and art festival will be the same weekend.  They are looking for volunteers to help at the different events.  They have submitted a grant application to the Whalen Foundation to help with the solar project for the park.  They wanted to express their appreciation for all the support they have received from the Council. 
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Plan Commission Report.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Wessels, to adopt Ordinance #2005-10, Amending Municipal Code Relative to Sidewalks.  Motion by Hammann, seconded by Sornson, to amend the ordinance to increase the granular base from 4” to 6”.  Amendment carried.  Motion by Kooyman, seconded by Wessels, to amend SECTION 2, to read “This ordinance will go into effect on January 1, 2006.”  Amendment carried.  Ald. Sornson requested a roll call vote.  Original motion, as amended, failed on the following roll call vote.  Ayes: Sornson, Wessels.  Noes:  Aikman, Cothard, Hammann, Kooyman, Roberts. 

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Ordinance #2005-19, Rezoning Territory from Residential District One (R-1) to Residential District One “A” (R-1A), Residential District One “B” (R-1B), Residential District One “C” (R-1C) and Large Lot Urban Residential “B” (LLR-15B) for Capstone Ridge.  The Ordinance had been amended by the Plan Commission.  Motion carried.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Roberts, to approve the Final Land Divider’s Agreement for Capstone Ridge Subdivision.  Motion carried.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to approve the Final Plat for Capstone Ridge Subdivision.  Motion carried.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Cothard, to adopt Ordinance #2005-8, Rezoning Territory from Agriculture district One (A-1) to Local Business District (B-1), Residential District One “A” (R-1A), Residential District One “B” (R-1B), Residential District One “C” (R-1C), Residential District Two (R-2), and Residential District Three (R-3) for Westfield Meadows.  Motion carried.

Motion by Hammann, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Ordinance #2005-9, Amending Municipal Code Relative to Front Yard Setbacks in LL-R12, LL-R15, R-1 and R-2 Zoning Districts.  Motion carried.

Finance and Labor Relations Committee Report.
Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to approve the Water & Light bills in the amount of $649,471.88 and authorize their payment.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to approve the City bills in the amount of $404,755.71 and authorize their payment.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.
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Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Resolution #2005-11, Restating General Fund, EMS Fund, Library Fund, and Cemetery Fund Expenditures in the adopted 2005 City Budget.  Council agreed they would like the budget stated at a cost center level.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Wessels, to adopt Resolution #2005-19, Amending the Adopted 2005 City Budget to Increase the Appropriation for Park Maintenance Expenses.  Mr. Connors reported that he had informed Sandy Decker, Chairperson of the Historic Preservation Commission, that the Finance Committee would prefer it if the Historic Preservation Committee would obtain an estimate of the cost of the park project and then seek an increase in the 2005 Historic Preservation Committee appropriation to cover the cost of the project, and she was agreeable to that approach.  Motion failed unanimously on a roll call vote.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to approve the 2005 employment contract for City Administrator, City Clerk/Treasurer, City Finance Director, Chief of Police, Superintendent of Public Works, Building Inspector, Superintendent of Water & Light Department and EMS Coordinator.  Motion by Cothard, seconded by Wessels, to return this agenda item back to the Finance Committee.  Motion carried.

Public Safety Committee Report.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Ordinance #2005-7, Amending Municipal Code Relative to No Parking Zones.  Motion by Roberts, seconded by Cothard, to return this agenda item back to the Public Safety Committee.  Motion carried.

Ald. Cothard reported that Officer Leuzinger has applied for a position with the City of Oregon.  She would like to hold her current position open for 90 days pursuant to Article 13.02 of the Agreement between the City of Evansville Police Department and Wisconsin Professional Police Association.  The Public Safety Committee discussed this at length.  Currently the Police Department is understaffed and to hold a position vacant for 90 days would pose a hardship.  On a Kooyman – Hammann motion, Council denied the request.

Public Works Committee Report.

Ald. Hammann reported there is a lot of road construction currently underway and all of it is on schedule and under budget.  At next month’s meeting, they will be reviewing what sidewalks gaps to fill in 2005.

Water & Light Committee Report.  None.

Economic Development Committee Report. 

Ald. Kooyman reported the committee recently visited the Nelson-Young Lumber Company and Baker Mfg.  
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Evansville Redevelopment Authority Report.  None.

Parks and Recreation Board Report.
Ald. Kooyman reported the construction of the pool is continuing and should be completed on time.

Fire District Report.

Ald. Wessels said the District is running into the problem of collecting from out-of-state residents.  Ald. Cothard suggested the Fire District talk with their attorney.

Unfinished Business.   None

Communications and Recommendations from the Mayor.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Hammann, to waive the 7-day notice and approve the Mayoral appointment of Diane Bailly as an alternate to the Board of Review to fill a vacancy for a 5-year term to expire 2010 and Sharel Surles as an alternate to the Board of Review to fill a vacancy for a term to expire in 2009.  Motion carried.

The City of Evansville received an award for being named as a 2004 Tree City.  This is the third year the City received this award.

Ald. Hammann presented the Mayoral Proclamation declaring May 25, 2005 as Fine Arts Appreciation Day.

Mayor Ringhand suggested that the Alderpersons in each District hold a neighborhood to hear the concerns of their constituents.  If the Alderpersons would set a date, time and place she would also attend to answer questions.  Council believed this was a good idea to listen to the citizens, especially since there is so much road construction and growth currently happening.  These meetings will be held during the summer.

Mayor Ringhand asked if everyone would prefer to have another retreat for Council and staff later this year.  It was agreed to have it sometime this fall.

Mayor Ringhand announced there is a legislative day on May 19 at the Inn on the Park in Madison.  All municipal officials are invited.  If anyone is interested, they should contact her.
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Communications and Recommendations from the City Administrator.

Mr. Connors said the public hearing on the new “Smart Growth” Comprehensive Plan, as recommended by the Plan Commission, will be held at a special Council meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 15, 2005.  There will be an open house prior to the meeting to answer questions in an informal setting.  Amy Emery will be in attendance.

The 2006 budget process will begin soon.  Mr. Connors said the committees will be reviewing the 5-year capital plan with the department heads in June.

New Business.

Ald. Wessels questioned if there could be a 3-way stop at the intersection of South Madison Street and Water Street.  There is a great deal of congestion at this intersection due to the detour.  Mr. Connors will talk with the Superintendent of Public Works and get back to him.

Ald. Aikman requested an ordinance be drafted to restrict an ordinance or resolution proceeding to Council if it fails at the appropriate committee level.  Mr. Connors will present one for a first reading next month.
Introduction of New Ordinances.
Ald. Hammann presented the first reading of Ordinance #2005-12, Annexing Territory to the City.

Ald. Roberts presented the first reading of Ordinance #2005-13, Rezoning Territory from Agricultural District One (A-1), Town of Union to Agricultural District One (A-1), City of Evansville.

Ald. Hammann presented the first reading of Ordinance #2005-14, Amending the Municipal Code Relative to Outdoor Commercial Food and Beverage Service.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Sornson, to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 p.m.  Motion carried.

Prepared by:

Sandra Hart, City Clerk

The Minutes of the meeting are not official until approved by Council.
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